Comp: ared alter a Manner entirely New, | N LIT 85 15 ö : | 2 


| | 3 oo 555 : . 5 IP 3 
Digeſted under the Four following 4 = 


1. The Divinity of Cbrin. I++ "The Plural ty « | . 
2, The Divinity of the Hely of. 2 The Trinity in Unity. „ 
With a few REFLECTIONS, occaſionally interſperſ E 
upon ſome of they ARIA&N WRITERS, articularl 
Br. S8. Crang W 


1 


3 N35. | 
E.. 2 4 : { g 
5 * - * A 4 ; 
aa * 5 F %* p . : * 
8 e ** "ar * ** . EN 
wo FRET, 2 : , . * 3 o * 4 e 1 
8 * ; ; . . n 5 
+ ®, * , F ; 1 ; 5 
3 * * ; / , 8 . $5 N « "4 1 


7 
4a 


* 
* 
a 
4, 4% 
. 
RE k 
Wy. ' 
3 S 


- 
4 


* 
* 
# 
«4, 
* 
* 
, 


* 


ALEZTTER to the Son,, Pror kr, i in Anſwyer to ſome 
5 POPULAR ARG urs sgainſt Tas e | 


*. 


4a 
E 
* 
* 
' 
e. 
\ * 
PR” 7 
ny; 


iS N 


43238 
gt 
* 
* 
* 


0 
* 


By WILLIAM JONES, M. A. F. R. 
Rector of Pas rox, in Fou THAMPTONSHIRE,. and 
Miniſter of NaYLanD, in SUFFOLK, NG 


. 1 a a 
5 2 ? ” : * * W 


ar anſroer for me, 0 Lord my Gas. pfal. i 1 ; f 1 
Nor i in the words <vhich man's wiſdom teac het b, but. which the 10 0 * TT 
teacheth ; comparing ſpixitual things with ſpiritual, 1 Cor. uy 4 3 


ee e ee 
og . g i % 


„ a 
| oh 


7 
— — 4s * - 
# 


Tard; a 5 5 r e No PRs $t. ert! Oburcle=.”/ | = JEN 
. Ro NN, * 25 Fat A 


* S 


* o * 


* 


255 Tract is in the Lift of Books, di iſperſed 
Ms « TAE SOCIETY rox PROMOTING CRRIS- 
& TITAN KNOWLEDGE,” 
Hated 10 diſſeminate the Knowledge. of evangelical 
Truth,. at a Time, when the Enemies of our holy 
Faith are buſy in their Endeavours to undermin 


- it; and it may be bad, 2 tbe e on Ka 


7 erms La the Society. 


as a Work well calcu- ; 


TO THE Ms 
REVEREND AND WORTHY, 
THE VICE-CHANCELLOR, 
THE HEADS OF HOUSES, 
AND OTHER MEMBERS OF 


THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, 


THE FOLLOWING DEFENCE 
OF THE 


DOCTRINE OF THE EVER-BLESSED-TRINITY 
18 MOST RESPECTFULLY. INSCRIBED, - 
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THE AUTHOR: 


; 
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THI RD E D LTEOM- 


Y Bookſeller having ſolicited me to republiſh this - 
litile Treatiſe, 1 have correfed the typographical 
errors of the laſt edition, and enlarged ſome paſſages of 

he avork itfelf. 4 0 b | 
The attempt of a late Biſhop of” Clogher to propagate 


5 rianiſm in the Church of Ireland, induced me to keep the 


Doctrine of the Trinity in my thoughts for ſome years; and 
I had a particular attention to it as often-as the Scriptures, . 
either of the Old or New Teftament, were before me. This 
little book was the fruit cf my fludy ; of which I have ſeen + 
ſome good effects already, and oug bt not to deſpair of ſeeing - 
more before 1 die. | SE 

Many other obſervations have occurred to me fire the fit 
publication, which Io willingly have added. But ſome 
readers might have been diſcouraged, if 1 had preſented them - 


| auith a ook of too large a fize: and the merits F the cat? 


lie in a ſmall compaſs. _ "1 
The republication of this work, though merely accidental, 
z5 not unſeaſonable at this time, when we are taught om 
the preſs *, (and the author ſeems to be very much in earneft)- 
that the only ſure way of reducing Chriflianity”to its pri- 
mitive purity, is to aboliſh all Creeds and Articles: But 
232 great rack of offence, with tbis writer, is the Trinity; 
to get rid of ahich, he would at once difſolve our whole eccle- 

Haſtical conſtitution and form of worſhip. EO 


* In a new work, intitled The Confeſſionah /. 
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PR E 1 .. 
This wild projet furniſpes a melanch#ly confirmation of 
the cenſure paſſed upon us by ſome learned protefiants abroad; 
ah have reflected upon England as a country productive 


¶ literary monſters ; where ſome old- herely is frequently 


Ti/ing up, as old Comets have been ſuppoſed to do, with new 
and portentous appearances. And the reader whoſe fight can 
penetrate through the vehement accuſations of Fopery, Bi- 
gotry, Perſecution, Impoſition, and other fiery wapour; 
ewith which this author hath furrounded his perfermance, 
all difcover little, if any thing, more than Arianiſm at the 
centre. 5 | | | 
T he Scrifture is the only rule that can enable us to judge, 
avhether that or the Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity is more 
_ agreeable to truth,: therefore I have confined miſelf to this 
uneæceptionable kind of evidence for the proof of the latter, 
end have made the Scrifture its own Interpreter. B 
our adverſaries, though they allow the ſufficiency of 1he Scrip- 
ture, and unjufily pretend to dijtinguiſh themfetves from us 
by inſiſting upon it, do nevertheleſs make ſuch frequent uſp 
a lcauer fort of evidence to bias common readers, and 
ſhew the expediency of what they are pleaſed to call Refor- 
mation; at 1 bade thought proper to exhibit a ſpecimen 
ef their meihed of fraceeding in that reſtect, by aading ta 
this edition A Letier to the Common cople, in anſw er 
to ſome popular Arguments againlt the Lrinſty. The/e 
arguments are extracted chiefly from @ ſmall book, intitled, 
An Appeal to the Common Senſe of all Chriſtian People; 
a thing very highly commended by the author of the Con- 
feſſional Tf. But in this author's etimalicn, ever writer 


* Carpzev. Pref. in Pſeudo Critic : Wh;crii. : 
+ 4 Which book,” (ſays he) “ has paſſed through two editions 
& without any ſort of reply that 1 have heard of. Ibis looks as i 


4 f F\ 7 „ * able writers were not <vi/ling to meddle with the ſubject, or that 


«> <viliins writers were not able to manage it, p. 320. The Rev 
and bite: and he has mentioned another himſelf in a 2 te. But had the 
eaſe really been as he hath reported in his text, it wil! by no means follow, 


that a bock is therefore unaniwerable, becauſe it hath received no anſwers 
If this be good logic, I could preient him with a ccncluffog or two, which 


Ne would not very well likes | Oe £78 | 
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„ of that oppoſes the faith of the Church of England, is ipſo facto 
ad; , wincible: and conſequently, this retailer of Dr. Clarke's 
Zive ions, whoever he is, muſt come in for his ſhare of merit 
ly d apęlauſe; 294ich J by no means envy him. 5 
now WW o for as the Scripture itſelf hath been thought to furnifo 
can c objections 10 the received doctrine, I judged it the fairer 
Bi-. d 1he ſurer wway, to a:fwer them as they were offered by 
cur; WE Dr. Clarke Himself; and ba ue therefore no apology to make 
:nce, Mr neglectingſeme of bis diſciples, who have not made any im- 
$US THAO his arguments; as 1 do nit find that this gen- 
Leman hb - he ſecond edition of wheije Appeal was publiſhed 
age, 754, Vnce which there have been tao editions of the \ 
more Catholic Doctrine in England, and one or more in Ire- 
7er, By all the obſervations I have beer able to make, the 
B: YE creater number of theje who diſtelieve the Trinity upon 
crip- Principle (Fon many do it implicitly, and are credulous in 
1 u; a ttt unbelie, do not profeſs 79 tate their notions of God 
+ ufe from the Bible, but affect to diſtinguiſh themſelves from the 
and common herd by drawing them from the fountains of Reajon 
for- and Philoſophy. We cannot be perſuaded, that the Trinity 
inen is denied by reaſcners. of this complexion, becauje' the Scrip- 
2 10 ture hath not revealed zt : but do rather ſuſpect, that ſome 
ſ« er pbileſophers aifent from this point of Chriſtias doctrine, be- 
he/e cauje they are net humble enough to take the Scripture as a 
ted, bf of their religious epinions. In which caſe, the whole 
ple 3 WU 2c 5iir of collecting of texts, and framing of comments, and 
on- fing fer various readings, is an after-theu;ht. It is 
1 Jabrutted to rather fer apology than for pres do reconcile 
| readers of the Scripture to that docteine, which they would 
be more jealous of receiving if they knew it te have ben 
eriginally borrowed from another quarter. He that would 
deceive a Chriſtian, can ſeldom do. his work effetually without 
a Bible in his hand: a confederation, which may helþ us 
13 a fight of the conſequences, if per ſons were permitted to 
teach in our churches avithdut any previous Enquiry concern- 
ing their religicus ſemtiments, and jo alluaued to take the ſame 'Y 
liberty, either through miſtaie or tis deſign, as was taken 
&y the arch deceiver in the wilderneſs *, who never meant 
* Matt. iv. 6. e | 
— 55 5. | 40 
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7 4 the Beere for edification, but 6 for + adden ; 
vt to apply it as an inſirument of good, but to turn it, n; 
Far as he was able, into an inflrument of evil. De Bibl. 
wa given us for the prefer vation of the kingdom of Chrif 
upon earth ; as the Book of Statutes in this kingdom is in- 
rended to er -the authority of the government, together 
with the life, peace, and property, of every individual: 
and we want no prophet to Foreſhew us the conſequences, if 
all the malecontents in the nation were allowed 70 be public, 
znterpreters of the laaus. 
T beſe confiderations I leave the judicious to apply as they 
find eccafien. I uſe them chiefly as hints, for the benefit 
beth of ſuch as may be in danger of wrefling the Scripture 
to their own deſtruction, and of ſuch philoſophers as theſe 
alluded to by St. Paul“, who through the profeſſion fan. 
cried wildom fell into real foll y, and purchaſed a reputt 
. knowledge of things natural and metaphyſical, at the lamen. 
table expence of lofing the N of God. 


* Rom. i. 22. 1 i Cor, La 
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bi T he origin and iſſue of Arianiſm , IS 
. Arian writers work upon the pride of the 
common people 
I. They tell them their common ſenſe i is a 22 
ficient guide without the Clergy 
II. They inveſt the people with à right of } udg- 
ing as they pleaſe | 
V. They try to ſet them againſt the Athanaſian 
5 Cr eed 
ein objeftion returns much Aronger upon them 
loves 
V. They forge a contradiction, and put I 
the Athanaſian Creed ibid. 
VI. Fallible Arians rail at the orthodox for 
being fallible men: yet theſe fallible men do 
not deliver their own doctrines, but ſuch as 
they receive from an infallible Gl 
II. Their preſtitution of Proteſtant principles 
VIII. Faith of the firſt Reformers reflected 
upon by Arian writers ; but is an argument 
againſt themſelves 
IX. They think the reformed faith as bad as 
Popiſh [dolatry : but the ground of their ac- 
cuſation is weak and blaſphemous 
They alter the Scripture to keep this accuſation 
NR 5 countenance 
4} ophiflical obiection to the Litany, by the 
pos r of The Confeſſional 
XI. The Arians plead "ab, 4 for the remongl 
of the orthodox fait becauſe it is offenſive 
to Jewys and Turks 
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A warning to the people not to be cheated once 

more into their own ruin; from which there 


will probably be | no ſecond Reſtoration, 
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7 HE Chriſtian Religion is beſt known and diſtin. 
1 guiſned by the God propoſed in it, as the object 
a of our faith and obedience: and as there is no 
rue religion, but the religion of Chriſtians, ſo is there no 
true God, but the God of Chriſtians. 


"5 - 


as, God was known by the namc of Fehowah, the God 
fr Abrabam, and of [/aac, and of Facob. The Ifaelites, 


Ty Jos: 


true God; and the people of every other nation, who 
were aliens from the commonwealth of Iſrael, and firaxgers 
sn the covenants of promiſe, were A without God in the 


much of him, and offered him many ſacrifices, yet they 
knew him not: the Being they ſerved, was not God, 
but another in the place of him, falſely called by his 
name. And though ſome modern Chriſtians have forget 
there was any difference, yet the very beathens themſelves, 
upon. ſome occaſions, were ready enough to allow it. 
Naaman the Syrian, when he was cured of his leproſy by 


W #4: = Iſrael :. The ſame is affirmed by the inſpired 
Pialmiſt— All the God. of the heathens are idols; and 
God himſelf declares them all to have been vanities *, 
The caſe is now with the Chriſtians under the Goſpel, 


1 Fpb, ii. 12. 2 2 Kirgs v. 15. 3 Pſal. xcvi. 5 4 Jer. xiv. 22 


—. 


Before the coming of Chrif, and the fulfilling of the 


no were the ſeed of Abraban, and drew their whole re- 
igion from a divine revelation, had the knowledge of the 


orld*. Though they talked much of God, and wrote 


the prophet Elia, made a public confeſhon of it 
Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, 


25 it anciently was with the Jews under the Law: they 
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Believe in the only true God; while the unchriftian part 
of mankind,, who are by far the majority, either know 
him not, or wilfully deny him; as Pharaeh did the God 
of the Hebrews when he was told of him. And we are 
now got to ſuch a pitch of indevotion and ignorance, that 


_ Chriſtian Charity. But God, it is to be feared, will re- 
 quire an account of it under another name; and though 


ſome zeal for a fort of univerſal religion, common to believ- 
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among thoſe who profeſs and call themſelves Chriftian, 
there are too many who are almoſt come to be Heathen 
without knowing it. For there is a faſhionable notion pro. 

agated by moſt of our moral writers, and readily. ſub- 
feribed to by thofe who ſay their prayers but feldom, and 
can never find time to read their Bible, that all who wor. 
ſhip any God, worſhip the /ame God; as if we wotthip- 
ped the three Letters of the word God, inſtead of the Br 
ing meant and underſtood by it. The Univer/al Prayer 
Mr. Alexander Pope was compoſed upon this plan ; when 
In the ſupreme Being is addrefſed as a common Father « 
all, under the names, Febowab, Jove, and Lord. And this 
humour of confounding things, which ovght to be diftin- 
guiſhed at the peril of our Souls, and of comprehending 
Helievers and Idolaters under one and the ſame religion, 1s 
called a catholic ſpirit, that ſhews the very exaltation of 


min, & _ *©, 


the Peet could ſee no difference, but has miſtaken Fowe or 
upiter for the ſame Father of cll with the Lord Fehowab; 
yet the Apoſtle has inſtructed us better; who, when the 
Prieſt of Jupiter came to offer ſacrifice, exhorted him very 
paſſionately to farm from thoſe wanitics unto the living 
God* ; well knowing that he whom the Priz/? adored un-. 
der the name of Jupiter, was not the living God, but! 
creature, a nothing, a vanity. Vet the catholic ſpirit of: 
moraliſt can diſcern no difference; and while it pretend 


ers and zafid:ls, betrays a ſad indifference for the Chriſtian 
religion 1n particular. Thiserror is ſo monſtrous in a land 
enlightened by the Goſpel, and yet ſo very common 2 
mongſt us at preſent, that I may be pardoned for ſpeaking 
of it in the manner it deſerves. And let me beſeech every 
ſcrious perſon, who is willing to have his prayers heard, 


1 Act; xiv. 15. 


to 


% 
E cd form; for God, who is jealous of his honour, and 
n part 
know 


e Gd The true God is He that was in Chrift reconciling the 
'e are erld to himſelf; there is none other but He; and if this 

„ that reat Characteriſtic be denied, or any other aſſumed in its 
ian, lead, a man is left without God; after which, he may call. 
athen iimſelf a Dei/t, if he will; but his God is a- mere idol of 

n pro- be imagination, and has no correſponding reality in the | 
ſub. hole univerſe of —_ ö . 

„, and The modern Jeu, by denying their God to have been 

; wor. % % in ibe fleſt, are as effectually departed from the 


Fihip- 


le N. dre the golden calf, and called their idolatrous ſervice & 
zyerl aſt to the Lord. For the Being of God is not an object 
hen f fight, but of faith; it enters firſt into the heart; and if 
her g be wrong there, the frſf commandment is broken: if 
d this ß gure of it be ſet up before the eyes, then the /econd'is 


roken likewiſe. The firſt forbids us to have any other 
God; the ſecond, to make any graven image of him. Now 
though we make no image, yet if with the heart we e- 
lieve in any God different from the true, the Idolatry in- 
deed may be leſs, but che Apoſtacy is the ſame. And this 


liſtin⸗ 
nding 
on, 13 
on of 
11 re- 
Lough 


ſeems to be the caſe of the Few. = 
The Mahometans are another ſet of infidels, who abhor 


e or 

Sub; idols, but have in expreſs terms denied the Sor of God, and 
n the Het up an idol of the imagination, a God in one Perſon. 
ver 

boi three Gods; for fo they ſtate the doctrine of a Trinity in 
dun. Ui, as ſome others have done beſide them. | 
but 1 In anſwer to all theſe abominations of the Dei}, the Few, 
it of! and the Mahemetan, and to ſhew that no unbeliever of any 
tend denomination can be a ſervant of the true God, it is writ- 


eliew- ten whoſoever denieth the Son, the Jame hath not the 
tian Father g and again whoſoever tranjgrefſeth and abid- 
Eid eth nit in the doctrine of Chriſt, hath nat GOD. And 
on a- let the Socinians, who have not only vindicated the religion 


iking : 
every 


11 Foln ii. 23. 282 ſoba 9. 
eard, 5 


B 2 | oF 


to 


conſider this matter a little better, and uſe a more cor-— 


"= no communion with idols, will certainly reject the 
.tition that ſets him upon a level with Baal and Jupiter. 


vue God, as their forefathers were, when they danced: be- 


They inveigh bitterly againſt the Chritians for worſhipping 


[oy 3. = 
of Mabomet, but preferred it to the Chriſtianity of the 
Church of England, which with them is 0 better nor other 
than a fort of Pagani/m and Heatheni/m,* let them conſider 
what a ſhare they have in this condemnation. _ 
And to bring this matter home to the Arians; it is to 
be obſerved, that every article of the Chriſtian Faith de. 
pends upon the Doctrine of a Trinity in Unity. If that be 
given up, the other doctrines of our religion muſt go with 
it, and fo it has been in fact, that the authors who have 
uritten againſt the Trinity, have alſo diſputed away ſome 
other eſſential parts of Chriſtianity ; particularly the doc- 
trines of the Satisfaction and of original fin. | 
The whole Bible treats of little elſe but our creation, re. 
demfiion, ſandification, reſurreticn, and glorifcation, by the 
power of Chrift and the Hely Spirit: and the reader wi 
find hereafter, that there is neither name, act, nor atti 
bute of the Godhead, that is not ſhazed in cemmon by al 
the per ſons of the Trinity. If, therefore, the perſons of 
Cbriſt and the Spirit are not God in the Unity of the Fa- 
ther, then the prayers and praiſes we offer to them, as the 
authors of every blefling, will not be directed to the ſu- 
reme Lord and God, beſide whom no other is to be wer- 
fbipped, but to his creatures and inſtruments: which over- 
throws the ſenſe of our whole religion ; and drives us upon 
a fort of ſecond- rate faith and worſhip, which, beſide the 
blaſphemy of it, can be nothing but confuſion and contfa- 
diction. It is no wonder then, that the Arians and Soci- 
nians, with their ſeveral under-ſects and diviſions, who 
have fallen into this ſnare, and departed from the divine 
Unity, while they pretend to be the only men who aſſert 
It, have never yet been able to agree in the forms of reli- 
gious worſhip. Some of them allowing that Crit is to re- 
ceive divine worſhip, but always with this reſerve, tha 
the Prayer tend ultimately to the perſon of he Father. So 
that Chrit is to be worſhipped, only he is not to be wor- 


E ' Leſlie's Theological works, Fol. Vol. I. p. 218. where the 
reader may find a great deal more to the ſame purpoſe; and particu- 
larly an Epiftle of the Sociniass, to the Marocco Embaſiador, in the 
time of Charles II. a great curioſity, wherein thei: whole ſcheme is 


laid open to the bottom by rhew/encs. 3 
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of the I ipped: and if you ſhould venture, when Jon uf dt abe 
r other WW ont of death, to ſay with St. Steph N 7 Jet 5 „ 
onſider ce 2 Spirit — and confeſs the per ſon o to- 0 
» je the Grd of the Spirits of all Joſs” by comming your 
tis to dwn Spirit into his hands; you are to take care not £4 ie- 
th de. ithout throwing in ſome qualifying comment, bo aſſure 
hat be im you do it only in hypocriſy, not meaning him but an- 
> with cher. Others, again, knowing this diſtinction tobe vain: — 
have and indefenſible, and the fame for ſubſtance with the La- 
| Fre 1 and Dalia by which the Church of Rome excuſes her 
| Sy oration of the 2% ſed Virgin, &c. have fairly got rid of 
m—_—_ 75 by denying to the perſon of Chrift any divine worſhip . 
rr invocation at all; which is the caſe with our Socinian? 
78 EU :i/2rians here in England; for thoſe of Poland are quite 
© vn of another mind. 3 1 " 
eg no far ſuch differences as theſe muſt needs affect a 
y al _ 72, it is very eaſy to foreſee : and that it will for ever 
1s be as impoſſible to frame a Creed or a Service to pleaſe all 
e. thoſe who bear the name of Chriſtians, as to make a coat: 
s the that ſhall ft men of all ſizes. * Prayer and divine wwor- 
e ſo. i and religious confeſien, are the fruit and breath of 
ad Fal; and out f the abundance of the -heart, the mouth» 
—— . ſpeaketh :3 fo that until we are agreed in matters of faith,. 
pon there is neither hope nor poſſibility of our agreeing in any- 
the form of a pb. God is the fountain-head, and religion 
tra- the ſtream that deſcends from it. Our ſentiments as to re- 
. ligion, always flow from the opinion we have formed of 
U the divine nature; and will be right or wrong, ſweet or 
9 bitter, as the fountain is from whence they are derived. It 
Mor is the having a different God, that makes a different reli-- 
_ 1 Ats vii. 599. 2 Numb. xvi 22. 3 Matt. xii. 34. 
= Hale: of Eton, in his ſarcaſtic and malicious Tra# upor Schiſm; 
80 propotes it as a grand Expedient for the advancing of Lay, that we 
| thould © conſider all the Liturgies, that are and ever have been; and 
vor- remove f:om them whatever is ſcandalous to any Party, and leave 
nothing but what all agree on- He ſhould hare cloſed this ſen- f 
the tence a little ſooner; and adviſed us fairly and honeſtly to /:ave nothing 50 \ 
ticu- for that will certainly be the event, when the objections of all parties 4 
the are lutfered to prevail; there being no one page of the Liturgy, wherein: « 
* all, Who pretend to worſhip God as Chriftians, are agreed. 
d: | E 3 N — 


ſo 
gion. A true God produces a true religion; a falſe God, 
| a falſe religion. Jews, Turks, Pagans, Deiſts, Arians, nl 
Scciniant, and Chriſtians, all differ about a religion, be- 
Eauſe they differ about a God. _ 77... 5... ln 
. "Theſe few obſervations will be ſufficient, I hope, to 
raiſe the attention of the reader; and perſuade him, that a 
right faith in God is a much more ſerious affair than ſome 
would make it; that it is of the laſt concern, and hath a 
neceſſary influence upon the practice and holineſs of our, 
Jives ; that as no other devotion is acceptable with God, 
but that which is ſeaſoned with love and charity and uni- 
formity, the very mark and badge whereby his diſciples 
are to be known from the men of this world, it is the prin- 
cipal duty of every Chriſtian to know in whom he ought 
to believe, that with one mind and one mouth aue may gl 
h Ged.: for a right notion of God, will as ſurely be ſd 
' lowed by a ſound faith and an uniform profeſſion in all 
other points; as a falſe faith and a diſcordant worſhip wil 
grow from every wrong opinion of him. | 1 
All that can be known of the true God, is to be known 
by Revelatien. The falſe lights indeed of reafon and na- 
ture are ſet up and recommended, as neceſſary to aſſiſt and 
ratify the evidence of Revelation: but enquiries of this 
kind, as they are now managed, generally end in the de- 
gradation of Chxif, and the Chriſtian Religion“: till it 
can be ſhewn therefore that the ſcripture neither does ier 
can ſhine by a light and authority of its «vn, the evidence 
we are to reſt in, muſt be drawn from thence ; and as we 
all have the ſame ſcripture, without doubt we ought all to 
have the ſame opinon of God. Cn ET 
But here it is commonly objected, that men will be of 
different opinions; that they have a right to judge for 
themſelves; and that when the beſt evidence the natun 
of the caſe will admit of is collected and laid before them, 
they muſt determine upon it as it apfears to them, and ac- 
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? Rom. XV. 6. 


* You may have a proof of this from the Ey en Spirit, by com- 
paring the book with its :iz/z, which runs thus The Doctrine cf. (bt 
Trinity confedered in tbe Light of Realom and Nature, &c, es 
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God: 1 ding to the /;ght of their own con ciences : ſo that if they 
ſrians. here as cloſely to their errors after they have conſulted 


| proper evidence as they did. before, we are neither to 
ander nor to be troubled at it. „ 
This very moderate and benevolent way of thinking. 
that > s been Rudiouſly recommended by thoſe, who found it 
ſome N ceſſary to the well-being af their oœn opinions, that not 


„be- 


ath a park of zeal ſhould be left amongſt us. And ſurely it is | 


Ig: 


rc to themſelves and their own faſhion, ſhould naturally 


new thing, that the advocates of any particular error, 
le to thoſe who are ſofteſt and ſtand leaſt in the way. 
ence it is, that however magiſterial and inſolent they may 


try themſelves in their own cauſe ; they always take care 


hes WS ſc aſon their writings with the praiſes of: his frozen in- 
y 2 ference ; calling that Chriſtian Charity, which is nothing 
e fo, at the abſence of Chriſtianity : and any the leaſt appear- 
n ice of earneſtneſs for ſome great and valuable truth, 
> will hich we are unwilling to part with, becauſe we hope to 


> ſaved by it, is browbeaten, condemned, and caſt out 


nown - 

d na- emper, fire, fury, c. They add moreover, that articles 

Fand df faith are things merely ſpeculative; and that it is of lit- 

5 tle ſignification what a man believes, if he is but hearty and 

> de. acere in it: that is, in other words, it is a mere trifle 
whether we feed upon bread “ or poiſon + ; the one will 


prove to be as good nouriſhment as the other, provided 
be eaten with an appetite. Yet ſome well-meaning peo- 
le are ſo puzzled and deceived by this ſophiſtry, that they 


e of becauſe it is di/pared; and fo they fall into a looſe indiffe- 
for rent humour of palliating and thinking charitably, as it is 
tun called, of every error in faith and practice; as if the 


Church of Cori might very innocently be turned into a 
Babel of confuiion. 6 ras "0 - 

Now that men do maintain opinions ſtrangely different 
| from one another, eſpecially on ſubjects wherein it moſt 


7 the * See and compare Deut. viii. 3. Amos viii. 11. As xx. 28. 


T James iii. 8. 1 Tim. iv. 1. 


f their moral ſyſtem, under the name of heat, want f 


look upon concord among Chriftians as a thing impracti- 
cable and deſperate; concluding a point to be diſputable 


COR 


"IN _— 
qodcetns them to be agreed, is readily 1; confelled we 2 
all witneſſes of it: and, allowing them to be equally iz. 
formed, there are but three poſſible ſources from whence 4 
this difference can ariſe. It muſt be either f. om God, il 
from the ſcripture, or from themſelves. From God ir 
not be, for it is a great evil; it is the triumph of Deikz 
and reprob-tes, and the beſt handle the enemies of Ch 
tianity ever found againſt it: and God is not the — 
evil. Nor can it be from the ſcripture: to draw it ther 
is but another way of imputing it to God. The ſcriptan be 
is his word; and he is anſwerable for the effect of 8_ 
words when written or reported, as when they are ſugget Wl 
ed at frit hand by the voice of his Holy Spirit. It rem 
therefore, that the only ſource of this evil muſt be wil 
heart of man: and that it really is {o, will be evident fm 
the ſcripture, and the planet matters of fact. Theg 
count we have of this affair is, in ſhort, as follows— R 
fiace the fall, the nature of man has been blind and > 
rupt ; his azcderflanding darkened *, and his affetions pd 
lated : upon the face of the whole earth there is no . 
Few or Gentiie, that aaderfieandetb ard ſteteth after C 
the zatzra/ mar, or man remainigg in that flate where 5 
the fall left him, is ſo far from being able to diſcover i 
know any religious truth, chat he hates and flies from r 
when it is propoſed to him ; he receiwets art the things i 
the Spirit of G. Man is natural and earthly; the tairg 
of God are ſpiritual and beavenly; and theſe are contra "2 
one to the other: thereiore, as the A of t bit 2 _ -- 
Jeeline/s nh GC io the witeca of God is fooliſh 
with the world. Jos a word, the ſenſe man is now — 
ed of, where God does not refirain it, is uſed for exil ant 
not for good > his e it earthiy, ſenſaal *, dewrl 2 
it 1s the i (IIS of a brate ©, animated by the maligay 
of an evil Spirit. 
This beiag che preſent Bate of man, the Scripture dee: 
therefore declare! ic . that he ould be fran 


1 FY iv. 18. 3 RN. in. 17. 3-3 Cor. K. 1 
4 B. . 1. | ; . 
. Ne. 5 Jan m. 3g 6 Jud 10. o 


| Sa ML , | 
. . .cn:wing of bis mind*, and reftored to that found 
„ ../ light f 4. under landing, that Spiritual diſcern- 
=. +, with which the human nature was endued when 
ne from the hands of God, but co which it has been 
„om the day that evil was brought into the world. 
nd where the grace of God that ſhould open the eyes, 
13 d prepare the heart to receive inſtruction 5, has been ob- 
. teiy withfiood and reſiſted; this blindneſs, which at 
Las only zatzra/, becomes judicial ; from being a de- 
.it is confirmed into a judgment; and men are not 
_ nblc to diſcern the truth, but are ſettled and rivet- 
ia error: which is the caſe with _ thoſe a __ 
"SES eds frong delu/ion that they foould believe a lie, a 
2 3 Fo unri — — 5. It is then they fit down 


* 
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dme : F tbe ſcernful, as fools that mate @ mock at fn, 
af, of tbeſe that are god; hating and railing at 
er fellow creatures, only becauſe they are endued with 
efear of God! This is the laſt ſtage of blindneis; and 
i referred to in thoſe words of the A poſtle eur 
7.“ b hid, it in hid te tbem that are loſtꝰ: as alſo in that 
mentation of our bleſſed Lord over the City of Fers- 
„„I tho badf known, ever thou, at leaf in this 
day, the things that belamg to thy peace] but now they 
re hid from thine Eyes *. AY „ 
The abſolute neceffity of God's grace to lighten our 
%, has often been largely and faithfully inſiſted up- 
dy de writers aud preachers of the Church of Exg- 
„but fince a Spirit of Deiſæ has crept in among us, 
t has been openly flighted and contemned by ſome, and 
co nach negleded by others; which has given an op- 
- WP = c=nity to ſereral forts of Enthafiafts to make 2 wrong 
_ "= of i: fuck as our Paaters, Herbodifis, and particu- 
err oe Reverend Mr. Villiau Law, who after writing 
—_ <-c<::c=i; pon the vanity of the world, and the fol- 
of zum: lite, (on which ſubjects he has no ſeperior) 
let us notiing to depend upon but Imagination, and 
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redyced the whole evidence of Chriſtianity to fancied im. 
* and inſpiration; ſo as to render the ſcriptures uſe. 
eſs, and the appointed. means of grace con temptible. 1 
have obſerved the like to have happened in many other in. 
ſtances; that where any eſſential point of doctrine ha 
been dropt by the writers of the Church, or at leaſt not 
brought out to view ſo often as it ſhould have been, it ha 
been taken up by others, (as all rares are ſown while the 
huſbandmen are aſeep) and employed, under ſome falſe 
ſtate of it, to the no ſmall diſadvantage of the Church 
and the Chriſtian Religion. 25 e 
To illuſtrate this ſubject a little farther, I ſhall make it 
appear by a few plain examples, that where mankind haye 
been divided in their opinions with regard to any diving 
truth, it has not been owing to the ambiguity of its term, 
or the defect of its evidence, but wholly and ſolely to te 
ſtate and temper of the hearers. And thus Chrif him 
has inſtructed us in his parable of the /oxver ; that where 
the good ſeed of the word periſhes, it is to be imputed th 
the ground and not to the et. How elſe can we account 
For it, that when St. Peg! laid the evidence of the Goſpel 
be fore a large aſſembly of Fews at Rome, ſome believed the 
things which were ſpoken, and ſome believed not, though 
the fame things were ſpoken to all ? Such in general was 
the ſucceſs of the Apoitolical preaching ; ſome few recerv- 
ing the word with gladneſs, while others oppoſed them- i 
ſelyes and blaſphemed. And though it be ſuppoſed), that 
ewverds are more eaſily miſunde: ſtood than fads, and may i 
admit of a greater latitude ; yet here we ſhall find, that thei 
fame ſpirit which has divided mankind in what are called 
the more ſpeculative points of faith, will alſo divide them 
in the plaineſt and moſt ſtri king matters of fact, The re- 
ſurrection of Lazarus was a matter of fact, ſeen and attef- 
ed by a competent number of witneſſes : but how diffe- 
rent was the effect of it upon different perſons ! for while 
it had its free courſe with many of the Fexws, and moved 
them to Gelfeve on Jeſus, it only moved the chief” Pritfts 
to hate him the mere; and they conſulted how rh might 


put 


ed im. x1 - 1 | | 
= uſe: I 5 | 7 12 e e 72 3 8 | 971 nf; 1 75 . 
ible. | > Lazarus alſo to death *. When Feſus cured the blind 
ner in. 4 cait out devils, ſome rightly concluded - Rabbi, thou 
te hay a teacher cone from God; for ub man can do theſe mi- 
it not cles that thou doſi, except Grd be with bim yet there 
it hay ere not a few, and they of the moſt learned and know- 
Te the g too, who concluded far otherwiſe, ; that he caft out de- 
e falc 7, % Beel rebub the prince of the devils *. So likewiſe, 
burch len the Holy Ghoſt defcended on the Apoſtles, and in- 
rd them with the gift of tongues, ſome deuout men 
akeit ere amazed and confounded at the miracle; plainly ſee- 
hae Wo che hand of God in it, and aſking what it neant, what 
divine as the end and defign of it? and being informed by St. 
ern, crer's diſcourſe, that it was to confirm the miſſion of Fe- 
to the s of Nazareth, received his word gladly, and were bap- 
imm WS: +; while others, to avoid the concluſion, mocking, /aid, 
het % nen are full of new. vine, Here is a great multi- 
ed td ade aſſembled together; all of them witneſſes to the ſame 
count ict: yet, in their opinions of it, they are as far aſunder as 
ofpel i runkenneſs is from inſpiration. But in this caſe no 


ariftian will raiſe a doubt about the rea/ inſpiration of the 
\ poftles ; or deny the pawer of God to have been ſuffici- 


1 was WW ntly manifeſted, becauſe ſome were fo profane and ſenſe- 
ceiv- eſs as to ridicule it, under the name of drunkenneſs. . 

them- This ſeif-decert always operates by the aſſiſtance of {ome 
, that alle principle contrary to the ſcripture; which gets poſ- 
| may eſſion of the heart by miniſtering to the paſſions. And till 
it the hat be diſpoſſeſſed, no truth will be ſuffered to enter 


hich can in the leaſt affect or deſtroy it. A man in fuch 
circumſtances may ſee the truth ſtaring him in the face;; 
and the cicarer he ſees it, the more he will be enraged at 


ttef- it. He may be convicted, and left without a word to ſay, . 
diffe- Put what will expoſe the hardneſs and perplexity of his 
while heart; but till it be emptied of its evil treaſure, and he be- 
oved comes 2s a little child that has nothing of ite own to oppoſe 
rie ſbs to the Revelation of God, he cannot be converted : but 
night will either ſhut his eyes and deny the-evidence that is of- 


fered to him, or pretend it is a rice point, very difficult to 


put P John xii. 10, 11. | > Jobn iii. 24 | | 3 Matt. xii. 24. 
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made the moſt of; and every thing that could not be n 
conciled with it was thruſt out of fight. When rhe /on o 


be underſtood ; and ſo give a perverſe turn to it, thoyph 
It be ever ſo plain and intelligible. 


* 


Till the Diſeiples of Chrift reſigned themſelves up to eli 
led into all truth by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, they 
were in the ſtate of mind I am now deſcribing ;'dull 0 
hearing, and doubtful, and flow of heart. They wer 
often warned of it; particularly in the following word 
I hawe yet many things to ſay unto. you, but ye cam 
BEAR them nau. And as the divine wiſdom made choice 
of ſuch men for the good of thoſe who ſhould come after, 
ſo theſe things are written of them for our admonition. 
They had laid it down as a firſt principle, that their mz 

ſter's kingdom was to be of this world: and formed il 
their reaſonings and expectations accordingly. One wat 
fit at his right hand, another at his left; and they wr 
ever diſputing which ſhould be he greateſt. Any oc 
rence that flattered this notion, -was gladly received al 


man began to teach them, that he muſt ſuffer many things, 
and be rejected 7 the elders, and of the chief prieſts au 
feribes, and be killed, and after three days riſe again * ; all 
theſe things were ſo deſtructive of their principle, that P. 
ter began to rebuke him, as if he had heard blaſphemy. 
Chrift took an opportunity of inculcating this doctrine 
afreſh, when they were in a ſtate of conviction at ſeeing 
him perform a miracle; endeavouring, as it were, to ſur- 
prize them into a confeſſion of its truth: but the time was 
not yet. pile they wondered every one at all thing: 
aohich Feſus did, he ſaid unto his diſciples, let theſe ſayings 
fink down into your ears for the ſon of man ſhall be þ'# 
ed into the hands of men. But they underſtood not this ſaj- 
ing; it was hid from them, that they perceived it ut. 
The terms were clear and intelligible enough ; and the 
ideas conveyed by them were all common and familiar : 
but if that ſaying were admitted, they muſt part with their 
beloved principle: therefore it follows, that 7hey wer! 
afraid to aſe him of that ſaying ; leſt he ſhould carry on the 


1 Jobs wi. 12. 2 Mark vüi. 37. P Luke ix. 43, 44. 
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ies, and leave them no way to eſcape. They had al- 
ady heard more than they would believe, and therefore, 
to any thing farther, thought ĩt beſt to remain in the dark. 
In ſhort, where there is a taſte and reliſh for the things 
lat be of nen, more than for the things that be of God, 
ad ſome principle is imbibed wherein the paſſions are 
ongly engaged, men are to be perſuaded of any thing 
ad of nothing: ready to take up with every deſpicable 
etence, to prop and ſupport their favourite opinion; and 


ws af to the plaineſt words and moſt infallible probfs, if 
eir m ey tend to eſtabliſn the other ſide of the queſtion. For 
Med 1 ample; that a Meſtab was to deliver their nation, was 


lowed by all the Fes; and they were well agreed as to 
e time of his coming, and the place where he ſhou'4 be 
orn. It was to be ſhewn, that Fe/us of Nazarzh was 
ze perſon: and for a proof of it, they were bid to com- 


e wa 
ey we 
oc 


3 are the ſcripture with the things he did and taught. 7 wy 
** ug be had done /o many miracles before them, yet they 
things lieved not on him; and as if he had leſt the proof of his 
Ae and miſſion obſcure and defective, they came very formally to 
, im to % 4 fign of him, after they had ſeen ſo many 
1 bens; and called out to the very laſt for better evidence, 
Shemy idding him come down frem the Croſs, that they might. ſce 
octrine / believe ?. One would take theſe Jeaus to have been 
{eine ceptics, who would perſevere in their doubtings againſt 
to ſur. very propofition that could be offered. But if we judge 


om their behaviour upon ſome other occaſions, there ne- 


2 ver was a more credulons generation upon the face of the 
ſav earth. They could receive full ſatisfaction from the moſt 
$ OE childiſn and inconſiſlent tales that ever were invented. The 
is oy ſelf- contradiction of Satan caſting out Satan; or the report 


of a few heathen ſoldiers, who witneſſed what was done 


' not *. ; 4 
ad the pile they wvere afleep, could pals for good goſpel ; while 
717ar he moſt evident miracles, and the cleareſt prophecies, 
u theit Were all nothing to the purpoſe, where they did not like 


the concluſion. And for the ſame reaſon, the whole goſpel 
itſelf, while it is the ſavour of life to ſome, is a ſavour of 
death to others! as different as life and death! yet never- 


y avert 
on the 
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| raelites, becauſe the Exyprians ſaw nothing but a cloud; 
darkneſs? _ . © Os you ns 


child of Adam from this miſerable weakneſs : nothing bi 
the grace of God can poſſibly remove it. Where that 


own will, is ſurrendered to the will of God, the wut 


_ goſpel is ſufficiently clear, becauſe no text of it is a 
longer offenſive. TREK 


Hearts like the reſt of their count?ymen, and were ftrong| 
_ full enjoyment of temporal honours and preferments. Bu 
the ſufferings and death of their maſter having ſhewed thi 
conviction; and then heir underflunding was opened, thi 
they might underſtand the Scriptures *. The evidence th: 


clear and irreſiſtible; and they, who had lately-fled fron 


this world: that mire and clay was waſhed off from the! 
eyes in the true waters of Si/cam, and now they could // 
all things clearly. | 
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thelefs one and che ſame goſpel. It is like the pillar tbl 
ſtood between the camp of Lyrael and the hoſt of A 
which was a cloud to the one, and light to the other be 
But who will deny that the light was clear; to the | 7 


Behold then the true ſource of all our religious dif 


rences: they proceed from the blindneſs and corruption d 3 : 
the human heart, increaſed and cheriſhed by ſome fal 


principle that ſuits with its appetites : and all the pn 
dence and learning the world can boaſt will exempt wil 


ſuffered to enter, and the heart, inſtead of perſiſting iris 


Of this happy change we have the beſt example in te 
apoſtles of our bleſſed Saviour; who, when they firſt en 
tered the School of Chriſtianity, had a veil upon thei 


poſſeſſed by a ſpirit of the world, promiſing itſelf th 
vanity of ſuch expeQations, and ſerved in a great meaſun 
to beat down this earthly principle, they were ready fa 
before was dark and inconclufive, became on a ſuddet 
diſgrace and death as from the greateſt of evils, could nw 


rejoice that they were found worthy to ſuffer. Their opition 
was altered, becauſe their affections were cleanſed fron 


What has been here ſaid upon the conduct of our &. 
wiaur's diſciples and the unbelieving Jews, may be applie 


1 Exod. xiv. 20. ene iv. 45. 
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3 in chofe who diſpute any article of the Chriftian Paith y 
ular ti; n 5 dei the everebleſſed. Trinity, as 
8 Exyp 1-4 to us in the Holy Scriptures. For we ſhall cer- 
other ly find, that ſome falſe principle is aſſumed, which flat-⸗ 
the che pride of human nature. It abhors reſtraint and 
cloud jection ; and is ever aſpiring, right or wrong, to be dif- 
—_—_ ' guiſhed from the common herd, and to exalt igſelf 
us diſe _-,, A the knowledge of God *. What this principle is, we 
ption u very ſoon diſcover: it is publickly owned and gloried 
me fall oy every conſiderable writer that of late years has med- 


the pu wich this ſubject. I ſhall inftance in the learned Dr- 
empt ; becauſe he is deſervedly placed at the head of the 
10g ba, difputants in this kingdom. 4 a H4< 56 £6 
e thats le affirms in his firſt Propoſition, that the ONE cob, 
ng 115 WW oken of in Marth. xix. 17. and elſewhere, is only one 
e WE RON ; and then adds, ** This is the „t principle ef 
t id Natural Religion . „ 

| 680 chen here are two different religions; by one of 
e in rich it is proved, that the one God is the Father, the Son, 
firſt end the Holy Ghoſt : that he is therefore 7hree perſons. 
on thee ut it is the 7/2 principle of the other religion, that he is 
ſtrong! ut one perſon : though how that can be reconciled with 
ſelf t he practice of the whole heathen world, who were ſo far 


om diſcovering this one perſon, that they held Gods many: 


wed t: Lords many *, is not very eaſy to determine. And: 
mea lu hence comes this Religion? it is confeſſed to be drawn 
ady f om nature / it is the Goſpel of the natural man, unſancti- 
rd, ted by divine grace, and uninſtructed by any light from 
nce thi bove ; and owes its birth to that fountain of darkneſs and 
ſuddei elf. conceit, from whence has ſprung all the confuſion and 


magination that ever was introduced into the religion of 


11d nov od. And what wonder, if nature ſhould operate as- 
o pinion trongly in an Arian or a Socinias againſt the Myſtery of | 
d fron he 77inity, as it did in the Fews againſt the Law and the | 
m the ebert, and in the unconverted diſciples againſt the doc | 
>uld /_rinc of the Cr? If it be laid down as a firſt principle, 
ur Se « oi „ 15 t. Doc 4. | 

101 r. X. 5. ißt. + Þ+ ii. C. 1. 
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- that God is but one Perſon; then it will be utterly impol. 
ſible, ſo long as this principle keeps poſſeſſion, that any 
/' Perſon, of common ſenſe enough to know the meaning cf 
words, ſhould. quietly receive and embrace a Revelation 
in thoſe parts of it, where it teaches us that God is hre 
Perſont : theſe two principles being ſo diametrically op. 
poſite, that while he holds to the one, a voice from the 
dead will not perſuade him of the other. Therefore, 1 
ſay again, we ought not to wonder, if that man ſhould] 
remain for ever 7zvincible, who BRINGS to the Scripture 
that knowledge of Gad, which he is bound, as a Chil. 
tian, to RECEIVE from it. e 

What then will be the conſequence in this caſe ? The 
practice of the Deif, who carries on this argument to its 
22 iſſue, is to deny the Scripture- revelation, becauf 

is zalural Religion is contrary to it; and they cannot bd 

be true. But the partial gnbeliever, who allows the Scrip- 
ture to be ſupported by ſuch external evidence as he can- Wl 
not anſwer, while his reaſon objects to the matter contain- Wl 
ed in it; muſt follow the example of the Jeaus, and re- Wil 
concile the Sctipture where he cannot believe it. Thus they 
treated the Law of Mages. We know, ſaid they, that God 
ſpate unto Moſes * : therefore they readily granted his Law 
to have a divine authority: but as it would not ſerve their 
turn in its own proper words, they put a falſe gloſs of tra- 
dition upon the face of it, to hide its true complexion; 
and then complained that the Scripture was not clear 
enough: and if you uſed it as a teſtimony to Jeſus Chriff, 
they would ſtone you for a b/a/phemer. _ e 
What ſhall we ſay then ? that the Fews were of a diffe- 
rent opinion from the Chriftians ? and that this was Fbeir 
way of underflanding the Scripture? No: God forbid, 
For if we will believe the Scripture itſelf, it was their way 

of denying it. Had ye BEL1EvED Moſes, ſays our Lord, 
ye would hade believcd me: and he gives us upon this oc- 
caſion the true grounds and reaſons of their unbelief; be- 
cauſe they received honour one of another, and had not the 


love of God in them. Every hypotheſis of human growth, 
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= | Jobn ix. 29. N N 2 See Toba v. 39.—4d fin. a 
. 55 which 


— ſ 


i: Way = ich was pretty ſure to agree with their complexion, and 5 
e flected ſome honour upon themſelves by exalting the na- 


e lation 


is thre 4 | | | be. But if 
| | t „ name; that they would gladly receive. But 3 
ly op. 3 1 5 Ding was offered to them in the name of God, to be 
for bY ceived for the love of him, and the ſpiritual comfort of a 
ore, I ure conſcience, and the hope of a better world: it was 


ſhould} 
riptun 
Gt 


? The 
d nd ſwallow his dregs by wholeſale : but if God, of his in- 
1 nite mercy and condeſcenſion, ſhews to them the way of 
0 eerion, his words are to be abſtracted from the evidence 
pon which he requires us to believe them, then put into 
is Alembic of reaſon, and demonſtrated to be no poi/on, 
efore they can be brought to taſte them. And if they 
ſhould happen to be a little diſagreeable to fleſh and blood, 
and the operation ſhould mifcarry, the fault is charged up- 
on God, and not upon themſelves, who ought to have 
gone another way to work; as they will certainly find. 
We conclude, therefore, becauſe Chrift has affirmed it, 
that every degree of doubt and diſputation againſt the 
words of God, is juſt ſo much unbelief q proceeding not 


„alen. And ſo it is with us at this time: for if an Au- 
or does but hang out the Sign of Nature and reaſon in his 


Scnp- 
e can; 


from the head or underſtanding, but from the heart * and 


ling of uncertainty, for this ſhort reaſon——all men have. 
32 Faith *. N 


1 Heb, fi. 12. 22 Theſ. ili. 2. 


* 


re of man, that can make a religion fer itſelf, and comes 


ected, as an encroachment upon their natural rights, _ 
ad an invective againſt the innocent pleaſures of a carnal 


ne. page, there are readers in plenty, who will buy up 


; affections. And the world is filled with the vain jang- 
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s been obſerved to him in the foregoing diſcourſe, that 
s is the only admonition he will ſtand in need of. The 
guments I have drawn from the Scripture are, to the 
Ft of my knowledge, moſt of them new; and, if I may 
dge from my own mind, the manner in which they are 


Wet ſcen. Had I thought otherwiſe, I could eaſily have 
rborn to trouble myſelf or the world with the tran- 


dt to obtain any reputation (to which this is not the way) 


do therefore ſincerely recommend tbe following work, 


nighty 
ity, the watchman wwaketh but in vain, 


id down, is more likely to convince, than any I have 


ribing and printing them. The end I have propoſed is 
t to do ſome little good, of which there is much need. 


: ends; reader of it, to the grace and bleſſing of Al- 
od, well knowing, that wnle/ſ5 the Lord keep the 
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HiIMsEL, and let n1M be your fear, and let 
Hl be your dread: and RE ſhall be for a 
Sanctuary; but for a SToNE or STUMBLING- 
and ROCK OF OFFENCE to both houſes of 
A. OW 5 
Pet. ii. 7, 8. The- ſtone which the builders 
diſallowed, the ſame is made the head of 
the corner, and a STONE or STUMBLING and 
'ROCK OF OFFENCE. . 


Inflead of reaſoning upon theſe, words of the Prophet 


5 ſaiah, according to any private Interpretation, I add 
other paſſage of Scripture, wherein 


a they are expreſs] 

pplied to the perſon of Chrift ; and then ſhew what m 

2 the reſult of both, If the Scripture, thus compared 

ith itſelf, be drawn up into an argument, the concluſion 

day indeed be denied, and ſo may the whole Bible, but 
cannot be anſwered. For example, 


* 


The Stone of Stumbling and Rock of Offence, as the 


| ormer text affirms, is the Lord of Hoſts himſelf; a name 
vhich the Arias, allow to no other but the one, only, 


rue, and ſupreme God. 


' : Efay on Spirit, p. 65. Clarte : Doctr. of the Trin. C. 10. 
” 2 But, 


the Arian is eonfuted upon his own ene wy 
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u DIVINITY. 
1 this Stone of Stumbling and Rock of Offence, as it 
appears from the latter text, is no other than Ghrift, the 


© _ fame ſtone which the builders refuſed; Therefore, 


Chrift is the LORD OF HOSTS HIMSELF; and 


i» 


II. 
Je. vi. 5. Mine Eyes have SEEN the King 
the LORD OF HOSTS. 
John X11. 41. . Theſe things ſaid Bals when 
he saw Hs (ener 80 nr; and ſpake of 
HM. 


" Feſus is the perſon hers gl of 9 st. ohn ; W IW 
Glery, Efatias is declared to have ten upon that occafion 
where the prophet affirms: of himielf, that his” Eyes * 
ſeen the Lord of Hef. Therefore, 

FJeſis is the LORD OF HOSTS. 


III. 


12 Lite, 6. Thus faich he Lord, = Kis 
of Iſrael and his Redeemer, the LORD "OF 
gosTs, I am Taz FRS, and I am THE 

LAST, and BESIDES ME there is NO 60D. | 

Rev. xxii. 13. I (Jeſas) am Alpha and Ome- 
ga, the Beginning and the _ THE FIRST 
and THE LAST, 8 | 


. 


Theſe Titles of the frft and the laſt are confincd | to him 
alone, befides whem there is no Ged ; But Jeſus hath af 
ſamed theſe Titles to himſelf: Therefore, Jeſus is that 
God, befides whom there is no other. Or Th us There is 
no God befides him who is 7he firft and the la? : but, Jeſu 
is rhe firſt and the taft.; therefore befides Jeſus there 1 is 10 
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* ad; xii. 11. I even I am the Lon, and 
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 ::510ts ME there is NO SAVIOUR... | 

Pet. iii. 18. OUR LORD and SAVIOUR JESVS 
ein 7. EEE Poe $1 ot 


%, Cbriſ then, is our Saviour; or, as he is called, 
b, iv. 42. The Saviour of the World. But unleſs he 
ere God, even the Lord, Fehowah, as well as man, he 
ould not be a Saviour; becauſe the Lord has declared, 
nere is no Saviour beſide Shelf: It is therefore rightly 
bb ſrved by the Apoltle, Phil. ii. 9. that God, in dig- 
ifying the man Chriß with the name of JESUS, hath 
ziven him a name above every name, even that of a Sa- 
+ jour, Which is his own name, and ſuch as can belong to no 
other. 32 „ 2 | 


PS 


| TE. a, | - 
5 Rev. xxii. 6. The LoRD cop of the Holy 


> OF Prophets SENT HIS ANGEL to eu unto. 
Taz his Servants the things. which muſt ſhortly 
1 be done. 3 Hel 


Bid. v. 16. I jesus have SENT MINE AN- 
GEL to teſtify unto you 7he/e. things in the 
Churches. Ts ; + 


- 


o him | 2? The argument drawn from this text will be equally convincing 
hab which ever way it be taken Jeſus Chriſt is a Saviaur, therefore he is 
that Febos vab, the Lord Jeſus Chrift is Jebævab, therefore he is be 
. Saviour. The beſt obſervations I have ever met with upon the name 
re 15 Jeb>vab, and it's application to the ſecond Perſon of the Trinity, are to 
Te us de found in a Vindication of the Doctrine of the Trinity from the Exceptions 
is 20 2 late pamphlet entitled an Effay on Spirit by the learned Ur. 


Rand iph, Preſident of C. C. C. in Oxford z which I would defire the 
Reader to conſult, from p. 61 to 711 of Pt. I. | 
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| Fa xi, 10. Behold I ſend my meſſenger 


Malib. iii. 11. *Hz that cometh AFTER ME is 


- 


| God of the children of Tjrael : but it 5 certain, he cent 


by 


The Angel that ee to St. John was the Ts 
the Lord God, and the Lord God /ext him: but he wa 
the Angel of Jeſus, and Jeſus ſent him: Es 7 * 

x the Lird Gaal of i the Holy Prophets. | 


. 


Tale 5 =] : And thou Child malt be calle 
the Prophet of Tur nicnesT, for thou 
' ſhalt Go BeForE the rc of the LORD toil 
PREPARE HIS WAYS. | 


J 5 


BETORE THY FACE, to PREPARE THY Var 


before thee. 


Feb the Baptift goes beser the aer of the 7 th 
is, of the Highe/t, whoſe propher he is, to prepare by 
way. But, he was ſent as a Meſſenger before 7he Face o 


Chrift, to prepare his way; who, therefore, is the Lord, 
and the Hightf 


VII. 
Pg 


The two following texts are but a repetition of tl 
ſame argument: but as they ſpeak of Chrift — 3 
different name, they ought to have a place for them- 
ſelves. | : 


Litke i. 16, 17. And many of dhe children F 
Tfrael ſhall he turn to the LoRD THEIR GoD: 
and he ſhall go before ni. 


mightier than I — &c. 
Here again, the Baptift i is ſaid to go before the Lad 


before Jeſus Chriſt, the only perſon who is ſaid to com? 
dier him: therefore, "_ Chrif is the Lord God of 1 


Ixxviii. 56. They TEMPTED and provoked 
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Aren of Iſrael. And the ſame title is given to him in 


prophet Hojea,——T will have mercy ugon the houſd 
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before THY face, to prepare THY Way #e- 
fore THER) © 1 tr! gs 


//. iii. 1. Behold I ſend. my meſſenger to 


prepare the way before 1E. 


St. Mark * and St. Luke*) there is a perſonal diſtine- 


been Him who nds his Me/euger, and Core 
WF fore whom the Me/enger. is ſent — . ſend mv M4. 


ger 70 prepare thy way before THEE. But the 


Prophet are both equally correct and true. For though 
brift be a different” perſon, yet is he one and the /ame 


«„“ with 5: Father. And hence it is, that with the F. 
2, the perſons are not confounded; with the Pros. 


bet the Godhead is not divided. This Argument, may 
zrve to juſtify an excellent obſervation of our Church 


n the Homily upon the Reſurrection — How dare 
we be ſo bold to renounce the preſence of the Father, 
* Son, and Holy Ghoſt? for where one is, there is God 


* all whole in Majeſty, together with all his power, wiſ⸗ 
dom, and goodneſs,” | __ „ 
IX. 


3 


8 


» 


the MOST HIGH GOD. 
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I * * * 
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Judah, and will ſave. them by the Lord their God: 
lich can be no other than the voice of God the Fa. 
r, promiſing Sal vation by the perſon of God the 


fatth. xi. | 10 | Behold I ſend Ky meſſenger | 


As this prophecy is worded by St. Matthew (as allo 


ophet himfelf has it thus I end ur meſſenger, 1 
repare the way before Me. Yet the Zvangeli and the 


WOT —_ $a 


s 7 Tas DIVINITY 4 | 
x Cor. x. Neither let us TEMPT, cue PO 
- ſome of them alſo tempied. | > -» 
” | Thele texts do both relate to the fame PN A0 1 4 
8 Sf the T/raclites in the evilderne/+. In. the /ormer of chen, " of 
the | any they tempied is called the moff High God: ni . 
the latter he is called Chrif : therefore, PT? 1s 19 5 Fj 
4 225 God. © . | 
| John iii. 29. He that hath the Bride, 52 m 
_ © BRIDEGROOM ® — (meaning Chrift ) 4 
But, according to the Prophet, ; 
Jai liv. 5. Thy Maker is thine nus: an, 1 
the Lon or HoSTS is his Name.— 4 
And the Church, which is the Bride of Cb, n 
no more have two diſtin hufland;, than Chrift can ha 
two diſtin Churches. As the Church is the Bride, thei 
Beay, the Building of God; and as there is ane Bride, u d 
body, one building; ſo is there on the other band, _ 
God, who is the LuPand or Bridegroem ; ene Chriſt, ven 
is the Head; ene God with the Lamb, who is the Light d 8 
N. Compare alſo, Fer. iii. 1. and 31, 32. Exel. xv. 5 K. 
Hef. ii. Matth. ix. 15. — xv. 1. 2 Cor. ii. 2. 1 * re. 


e e 2, 9. 


» Anether citle of Eminence, that 3 chriß to be upon an egus- 


as 
| PO Be Forks, is to be collected * the fo > Hd : 


tutes. 


Pſal. xxiii. 1. The Load (Heb. — is my SHEPHERD. 
Jobn x. 16. There ſhall be one fold, and o R SuzrnuzaD. - 


+ | If Chrift be not the Lord, in Unity with the Father, there muſt 


— 
— 


; courſe be N diftin#? beings, to whom the Scripture has appropriated Jo 
i Character of a Shepherd; and that would make two 8 Zu 
. Cbriſ has affirmed there is but one Sbepberd, that is bimſelf, IH p. 
1 SHEPHERD of :+e Sheep, v. 2. whom St. Peter calls the chief She Fe 
| es herd, OY — 

| 2 
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—_— 
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1 Pet. i. 1. Through the Righteouſneſs of 
| OUR GOD and Saviour JESUS nnr. 


2 fro hs: 


The Greek is =—— Te Guo - np 


4 Kere 1 Pet hople Texts, to wilds 1 444 as 
allels; there being no danger, of miſtaking their c- 

1 cation. 

þ bs xx. 28. And Thomas anſwered and ſaid, | 
ur LORD, and MY GOD. „ 

„ ix. 5. Of whom as concerning the Fleſts 

94 CHRIST came, who is over. all, ao BLES= | 
sr for EVER» ” IRE RE 

| 1. 


the very ſame, as to the order and Grammar of the - 
Ko- 


LIT 2 7 4 E = FR * Mr Ee 
ae a F 10h _ 


— with the 9 
Hwy lov Te * 13 thus ren - 

Kc hi ngliſh” verſion f our Lord and S. 

eviour Jeſus Cris. And fo, without doubt, it ſhould be 

am the other paſſage: there being no poſſible reaſon Why, 

O 1490, ſhould not ſignify, our God, as well as rx 

Lupe nuay, our Lord. It is not my deſign to caſt any 

reflection upon the wiſdom of our excellent and orthodox 

Trax/iators (whoſe verſion, taken altogether, is without 

exception the beſt extant in the world) or to advance this- 

as any diſcovery of my on: for the Tranſlators themſelves: $26 

| have preſerved the true rendering in the Margin ; declar- «Ai 

ing it, by their rn note, to be the * ſenſe of the- „ 


Ok, L T3 


, 
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Pal. c. 3. Know ye that che Lonp be Is obe are His: © | | 
people, and the Sur of His Paſture. 


Fn 3. Hs (that is Cbriſ himſelf) calleth His own Suzzr. 


d again——obn xxi. 16. Feed ur Sheep———ſaid Chriſ to St: 
Peter : which in the Language of St. Peter himſelf, 1 Pet. v. 2. 186 
Feed the Flock of God. * L 
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a There is another expreſſton, T7. ii. 13. that ought to 
be claſſed with the foregoing. Looking, for that bleſſed b, 
' » | nd the glorious appearing, To pryads Ow x; Lene. wal 
Den Xin, of our Great God and Saviour, Jeſus Chrif 
Of which. a great man, deep in the Arian Scheme, -gives 
.. this deſponding Account. Many underſtand this 
. ** whole Sentence to belong to one and the ſame Perſon, 
«© iz, Chriſt: as if the words ſhould have been render. 
„ ed, The appearing of our great God and Saviour Jeſu 
© Cirift. Which Conſtruction, the words will indeed Wl 
© bear; as do alſo thoſe in 2 Pez. i. 1. But it is mack 
more reaſonable, and more agreeable to the'whole Neu- 
« of Scripture, to underſtand the former part of the word, 
to relate to the Father *.”? As for the whole Ten 
Scripture, it is a weighty phraſe, but very eaſily mad 
of in any cauſe good or bad: ſo I ſhall leave the readery 
judge of that, atter it has been exhibited to him in the fol- 
| Jowing pages. And as for the rea/onablene/s of the thing 
Itſelf, let any ferious perſon conſider, whether the Doctrine 
of the Scripture is not more rational under the orthodox 
application of theſe words, than under that of this Author. 
or to allow, as he does, that CBriſ is God, but not the 
Great God, is to make t π⁹⁰% Gods, a greater and a lefſer; 
which is no very rational principle. And I make not the 
leaſt doubt but this Author, had he been drefling up a Syb- 
tem of zatural religion, would have proteſted againſt a no- 
tion fo abſurd and impious. But when the Scripture was td 
be dealt with, he choſe it as the leſſer of- two evils,” the 
greater of which, was the doctrine he had /ub/cribed to. 
| 2 . 2 " | XIV. | | ; : 
2 Cor: v. 19. Gon war ix CHRIST, reconc!l- 
ing the world to HIMSELF, * IaEY 
Itit is allowed on all hands, that the aver was reconciled 
by Chrift Jeſus to the ane, only, great, and ſupreme God. 


But, this very /ame God (for the word ts but once uſed in 
the Whole ſentence) was in Chriſt ; manifeſt in the fleſb, 


r Clarke's Doctr. of the Trin. C. 2. F. 1. 541. = 
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ad reconciling the world to himſelf. And were there no 
her paſſage of Seripture to be found, this alone is ſuſſi- 
ent to overthrow the whole Doctrine of Arianiſin; which, 
far as the e is concerned, depends upon this one 
FHertion that the word GOD, in Scripture, NE. 
VER fignifies a complex notion of more perſons than one; 
but ALWAYS means one perſon only, vix. either the 
perſon of the Father ſingly, or the perſon of the Sen 

« {ingly *.' Which is abſolutely falſe: for here it ſignifies 
oth. The text conſiders God as agent and patient at the 
ame time, and upon the ſame occaſion ; as the reconciler 

f the world, in the per/ox of the Son; and the object to 
hom the reconciliation was made, in the Perſon of the Fa- 
ber; yet there is but one word (Ged) to expreſs them 
th. So that the word (God, though of the ngular num- 
er, is of a ay comprehenſion. And thus I find it to 

ave been taken by ſome of the moſt eminent writers be- 


re the council of Nice, ** Plaſmatus in initio homo per 


manus DEI, id et, FILII & SPIRITUS,” fays Tre- 
eus; putting the ſingular name of God, for the tavo per- 
ons of the Son and Spirit. And the ſame word, in the 
anguage of Origen, (if we are allowed to take the verſion 
pf Ruffinus as genuine) includes the whole three perſons 
— {gitur de DEO, id eft, de PATRE & FILIO & 
WpIRITU /2z&@037. And our excellent church has uſed 
e word God in the ſame comprehenfive ſenſe ; as in the 
erg after the communion ſervice ——— GOD. AL- 
IGHTY, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gef. 


XV. 


ln xiv. 11. I am in the Father, and the 
Father 1 mis. | 


Compare this with the foregoing Article, 
-v Clarke's S.D. * II. C. 22. 2 Li „ F. 22. 1 1 
its Lib. IV. C. 2. 533 5 N ? "HOY 2 oY 

Ds - XVI. 


2 3 v. 20. Wea are Aabatedors fp! Can 
as though cop did BESEECH you by us. We 


_ PRAY you IN . CHRIST'S STEAD be Th recon, 
cilled to o 5 3+ £3 


The uſefulneſs of this text to our e Fr 1 les: in 
: 3 words——*< In Chrif”'s ſtead we pray, as though 
% Gd did Beſtech where the interchanging of 0 


Names God and Chriſt, ſhews the {one aka to 8 ini. 
tled to Both. | 7 ; 
XVII. 5 S 


1 105 v. 20. We are in Niem cher is true, exey 
in his Son jxsus CHRIST : THIS 1s che. ut 
cop and eternal life; 


Wk. 
"Put TR g, 9. Beware leſt any man | poll Wa 


through Philoſophy and vain deceit; after | 


the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
the world, and not after caRisr ; for 1 


HIM DWELLETH ALL 'THE FULNESS, of the 4 


G0 HEAD BODILY. 


The. Apoſtle foreſaw, that 2 thing lite iefelF Phil 
yy would ſet all its engines at work to deſtroy the notion 
of Chris true and abſolute Divinity For in him 

% (ſays he) davellerh all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bollih. 
ve Philoſophy will diſpute this: and undertake to Jemonfirait 


«« the contrary. But if you liſten to ſuch vain deceit, ii 


will overthrow your faith, and [pail you Lg a U 
4. of Jeſus Cbriſt; therefore— Beware,” * 


5 hn of T — WORD WAS Goo. 
I 4 358 - f1 | 


= 


EL Ions oa Te Tek AS od 2S BE... 


. ix. 6. For unto us a Child is born, unto 


— 


avs a Son is given, an the Government ſhall | 
Weide upon his Shoulder: and his name ſhall be 
con called Wonderful, Counſellor, the tnf 
5 ' 60D, the EVERLASTING TAT HEK. 
u . xxiii. 6. This is the Name whereby he 
ni mall be called, the Lord (jenovan) our 


= Righteouſneſs. 
Ii. ii. 17, 18. The Lord ATL ſhall be 
= :£xaLrTED in that day: and the 1iDots he 
hall utterly 


. Idolatry is the reverſe, and direct oppoſite to Chriftia« 


# 
1 1 
— eng, * — ——— —üimPm— 2 * m en — — ——ů— 
1 Ry 466 Yee . n 


youll %) (or, the day of Chrif.) To deſtroy this, was the 
after great end of Chri/s coming into the world. But 


«« except he were God, the very and eternal God, of one 
« Subſtance with the Father, his Religion would be ſo far 
„ from deſtroying 1dolatry, that it would only be a more 
e refined and dangerous ſpecies of it. The prophet there- 
e fore, concludes all, that ſo he might acquit the worſhip = 
of Chrift from all charge of 1dolatry, with this poſitive | 

« aſſertion; that it would prove the moſt effectual means 
of putting an end to all falſe and Idolatrous Worſhip : 


ts%0 
the 


bilofos 


otion 


1 him « The Idols he fhall utterly aboliſh. The like conclufion we 
bodily, meet with in the Apoſtle St. John; who having affirmed 
Aral. ** that Jeſu Chriſt is the true Cod and eternal life, imme- 
ct, u ** diately ſubjoins and cloſes all with this advice, —Linle 


ſciple 
8 This Remark is taken from the firſt volume of an £//ay * 

»þon the proper Leſſons ; written, as I am told, by a gen- 

tleman of the Laity, There needs no Apology for ſetting 

it down; it being. of good uſe in the ſubject I am upon. 
= „ „ 


&* Children, reep Joan res oy IDOLS,” 


bb. 


xx 


I. ; 5 


4 
— 


e DIVINITY. "A 


And it alſo gives me an occaſion of e NEE to the 
pious and learned Author of that excellent work, not far 
- myſelf only, but for many ſincere friends to the \religion 
of. Chrift and the Church of England, among whom his la. 
bours are not without their fruit; and I am confident they 
will not be without their reward: but the Author mu te 
ou to wait for i it, till Wi Aan Hall be 8 9 
laren. 


3 3 


© Row: 4 i. 8. Iam Alpha and 8 the begin! 
—_ ning and the ending, ſaith the LoRD, Which 
IS, and which was, "and which is to com, 
te ALMIGHTY, „55 | 


1 the Reader will be plenſod to examine the 156 ad 
= 17th verſes of this 8 it will appear that this 8th 
verſe was undoubtedly ſpoken from the mouth of Chrif : 
who therefore has a Juſt title to every name and attribute 
expreſſed in it; and among the reſt, to that of the A 
mighty. | 
Origen, who e was no Arian, though ofa rec 
preſented as ſuch, by ſome who would be pleaſed to have 
the vote of ſo celebrated a genius, has the following obſer- 
vation. c Now that you may know the Omnipotence of 
the Father and the Sor to be one and the /ame as HE is 
«« ONE and the SAME GOD and LORD with the FA. 
«© THER, hear what St. Jobs had ſaid in the Revelation 
© ——Theſe things, /azth the Lord, which is, and which 
% vas, and which is to come, the Almighty.”? For who 1 
to Almighty that 7s to ebe, V Chrift 17 & Eg, 


1 Ut autem une & aandem — Patris & Fiki eſſe ER”. 
cas ficut unus atque idem eſt cum Patre Deus & Dominus, audi hoe modo 
Joan, in Apocalypfi dicentem : Hec dicit Dominus Deus qui eft, & qui 
erit, & qui wventurus eſt omnipotens. Qui enim venturus eſt * 
guis eſt alius niſi Chriftus — De principiis Lib. i. C. 24 „ 
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t for | ® A 4 Fe XXIV. ee 45 5 : 
gion ne Texts that follow, with this mark, (+) prefixed to 
5 la. em, are ſuch as have been abuſed by the Arians to ſup- 
they rt their Hereſy and to the beſt of my knowledge, there x 

be e ſome of every ſort. But when the Scripture is brought 


| declare its own ſenſe of them, they will either appear 


ith they have been ſuppoſed to deſtrey. 2 
Matth. xix. 1, Why calleſt thou ws 


GOD, | +33 £88 3 STS LA: "I 13 8 7 
The objection is founded upon the Greet, which runs 


t is argued, that the adjective « being in the maſculine 

ender, 6annot be interpreted to ſignify one Being or Na- 
ure (for then it ſhould Have been EN, in the Neuer] but 
ne Perſon : fo that by confining the attribute of Se to 
the fingle perſon of , Father, it muſt of courſe exclude 


odhead, © , 2 3 PE 
To ſay the truth, T think this is the moſt plauſible ob- 
jection I have ever met with; and I have ſincerely endea- 


in that lies the whole force of the argument) then if one 
Lerſon only is good, and that perſon is G; it muſt alſo 
follow, that there is but one perſon who is Ge: the name 
of Cod being as much confined hereby to a Angle 4 2 as 
the attribute of goodneſs. But this 1s utterly falſe ; the 
names of Ged, Lord, Lord of Hoſts, the Almighty, moſt High, 
Eternal, Cod of Tjrael, &c; being alſo aſcribed to the fe- 
cond and third Perſons of the bleſſed Triny. Take it this 


confutes itſelf, and proves nothing. „ 
„The truth is, this criticiſm, upon the ſtrength of which 


b be nothing to the 2 confirm and preach the 


coop? there is none good but o, that is, 


hus—Ovirg 1547 , © n ne, o O1. There is none 
ved but ng, one; and that (one) is, o O., God, Whence | 


he perſons of the Son and Holy Ghoft from the Unity of the 


oured to do it juſtice.” If it is capable of being ſet in a 
fronger light, any man is welcome to add what he pleaſes 
to it. For ſuppoſing the word e, to ſignify one perſon {and | 


way, therefore, and the objection by proving too much, 


ſome have dared to undeify their Saviour, has no founda- 
. F _ 
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tion in the Original. The word es is fo far from requim 
the ſubſtantive perſan to be underſtood with it, that ñ 
| 3 the naſculine gender to agree with its ſubſtan 
, and is beft conſtrued by an adverb. If you follow (fi 
Greek by a literal tranſfation, it will be thus — There} 
none Good — & Nn erg © Or. — but the one Ged; thatis, 1 
common Englith <- but God only. And it happens, th 
the ſame Greet, word for word, occurs in Mar# ii. 7. 
bo can forgive fins — & pn exc 6 Or® —= but- God onh: 
it is rendered by our tranſlators ; and we have a p 
Matter of fact, that es in this place cannot poſhbly ada 
the ſenſe of one perſon, becauſe Chrift, who is ancther jo 
ſon, took upon him to forgive fins. In the parallel p 
of St. Luke's Goſpel *, the expreſſion is varied, fo'a will 
make it ſtill clearer— gn - 0 ©:G- not 'e« but i 
re., another adjective of the maſculine gender: . 
though it agree with its ſubſtantive G.., is rightly a 
ſtrued as an adverb — either the alene Ged, or Ged mhihil 
And * Greek 2 2 7 the other indifferent 
as, vw wow, by Bread — iy yy Hen, 18% 
only 3. 2 that can — gathered, therefore, fre 
theſe words, is no more than this; that there is one 
(in which we are all "_ and that there is an gun 
beſide him; which no body will difpute. Whether in tw 
God, there be one perſon, or three, remains yet to be c 
| fidered: and the Scripture is ſo expreſs in other place; 
as to ſettle it beyond all difpute. RNS 
If ir ſhould here be aſked, for what reaſon Chrif# pul 
this RO * Why zalleſt thou me good?” I ll 
ſwer; for the ſame reaſon that he aſked the Phariſees, wii 
David in Spirit called bim LORD * ; and that was to tf 
they were able to account for it. This reler, by addrewn 
our Saviour under the name of good Mafter, when the wi 
ſpired Pſalmiſt had affirmed long before, that there 1s n 
that doeth GOOD, no NOT ONE ; did in effect avouy 
him to be God; no mere man, ſince the fall of Aa 
having any claim to that Character. And when he w® 


Lal v. 21. 2 Matt. iv. . 31 7% l. „ 4 
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ed upon to explain his meaning, for that God only was 
15 E. ſhould Lars replied in the words of St. Thomas 
„ My Lord, and my GO D:“ which would have 
n 2 nobler inſtance of Faith, and have cleared up the 
Je difficalty., If the caſe be confidered, this man was 
ery proper fubject for ſuch a trial. F ully convinced of 
own ſufficiency, he comes to Chrift in the preſence of 
diſciples, to know what good thing he might do to me- 
everlaſting life. Whence our Saviour takes occaſion to 
rect his miſtake as to the nature of goodne/5 ; and having | 
d this good and perfe# man in a tender point, ſent him - 
Ly grievouſly diſſatisfied. 5 BER oo f 
+= MP . 
1 Cor. xv. 24. Then cometh the END, 
hen ux ſhall deliver up the KIND. to 
ovp, even the rana. 
uke I. 53. HRE (Jeſus) ſhall reign over the 
houſe of Jacob for ever; and of nis KING 
DOM there ſhall be no END. „ 


This of St. Luke, being a contradiction in terms to that 
+ the Apoſtle, ſhews the former to be ſpoken only of 
brift's bumanity ; as the latter relates any to his Divinity. 
hen both are laid together, it is evident to a demon- 
ation, that Chrift is perfe God, as well as perfect man. 
u, he received à kingdom, which again, as man, he 
all liver vp, when his mediatorial office, for which he 
ok the nature of man, ſhall be at an exd. But there is a 
nzdom pertaining to him, which ſhall have zo n.. And 
as cannot He true, unleſs he is a perſon in that Gd, who 
er the Humanity has delivered up the kingdom ſhall be all 
. The diſtinction in this caſe between the God and - 5 
in the joint perfor of Chrift Jeſus, is warranted by an- 
dther part of the Chapter, wherein the Apoſle has given us 
| key to his own meaning. Since by MAN (ſays he) came 
; ath, by MAN came alſo the reſurrection of the dead. For 
by ta Adam all die, ever /o in Chriſt all all be made 
| . Here, it is evident, he is drawing a contraft be- 
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tween the man Adam and the man Chriſt; ſo that une 
185 be done on purpoſe, no reader can ealily miſtake the me 


— {rhat is the man Chriſt, the ſecond Adam) Hull deliver if 
be kingdom, &c. for ſo it muſt be, according to the tei 

. das S950 Fs + JM 
ture; but they have no difficulty in them, if it only he i 
_ Aricnsare willing upon all occaſions to forger, And it 


have been able to put any tolerable gloſs upon their He 


not afford them ſo many opportunities: and hence it 
which is the hiſtory of him after. his Incarnation; wia 
above his Fellows (Mankind) receiving authority and d 


and became obedient in the fleſh, inſtead of receiving 
with humility aud devotion, even caſt it in his teeth, al 


will be too late to retract and change their opinion. 


23 


ing of what follows —— "Then cometh the End, when i 


4 


of the A poſtle's diſcourſe. 


1 


The New Teftament abounds with expreſſions of this n 
Fubered that Chriſt is man as well as God; which f 
been chiefly owing to an abuſe of theſe texts, that the 


reſy. The Ol Teſtament ſeldom ſpeaking of - Chrift, hit 
as a Perſon of the Godhead before his Incarnation, dog 


that moſt of them confine their enquiries to the ty 


he appeared, as 7he fir /i-born of many brethren, te ang 


minion from Ged, who by a power ſuperior to that of ll 

human foul and body, put all things in ſubjection undi 

%%% GH SE on RET nd 
But ſome, for whoſe ſakes he thus humbled himſel 


make it an argument again him: vainly imagining tha 
they do honour to their ſupreme God, while they fay will 


4 


Pete Lord, be it far from thee : this fall not, it can 
not, 6b? unto theg. And it is worth their while to confider, 
whether they may not fall under the ſame rebuke, when i 


A ſolemn advocate of. theirs, whom I take to be a af 
fenter, tells us——his' preſent concern is with the New Tel: 
tament only. And another writer of ſome figure, who} 
you are to ſuppoſe, is addrefling himſelf to a young Chrgy 


man, puts it into his head, that he. 'may reje#. Arguments = 
«« brought from the Old Teſtament to prove the Trinity, ( 
«« trifling, and proving nothing but the Ignorance of t 


* Ree: vil. 29. 6 2 A ſequel to the E ay on Spirit, p· 8. * 


* 
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0 WIL of or r 
ane , le »/e of them*.” And I could wiſh that were 
OS! : for 1 had much rather be accounted a foo in their 
Ven dgment, than find myſelf under a neceſſity of charging 
Fer WS. cn with the horrible guilt, of denying che Lord that bars 
EE om EE en 
dich A, x. 42. — That it is He, which is o R- 
11 bparxxp of cop to be the judge of quick and 
E. a 2 ; | | 

61 dead. x : 


ff, but This paſſage will help us to detect, once for all, that 
ommon fallacy of our Adverſaries, in miſapplying ſuch 

vords as relate only to the human nature of Chrif ; 
recting arguments thereupon to the degrading of his ſu- 
dreme Eſſence, Chriſt is ordained of God, it is true: and 
he nature that receives power, mult be inferior to the na- 
© OT ure that cone it. But is his Godhead therefore ordain- 
of I 2 They tell you it is; and their ſcheme requires it: 


unde aut the Scriptures declare the contrary - GOD (faith 


. - . St. Paul) hath appointed a day wherein HE will JUDGE 
wo FF world in righteouſneſs by that MAN « axe, (IN that 
102 AAN) whom Be hath ORDAINED *. The ſupreme God 
1, hat was manifeſt in the fleſh, and IN Chrift reconciling 
S world to HIMSELF, ſhall remain in the ſame perſo- 


© can ready to deliver up the kingdom. And though our Judge 


alder malleven then retain the Character of a Man, yet as GC 


who ordained him, ſhall be preſent with him in the ſame 


a af both natures. In the text Juſt above cited, it is faid —— - 
22 He (God) will judge the world; tho” it immediately fol- 


eng office. And ſo we have it again in the Epiſtle to the Ro- 


Nan 


2 2 Chriſt, For 


1 Lette 


7s written, as I live, ſaith the Lord, every 


: #to a young Clergyman upon the Difficulties and Diſcouragements 
which attend the dy of the Scriptures in the way of private judgment. 


E = --- 


2 Acis xvii. 31, 


, and 


muß al union with him, till he has jzdged the world, and is 


perſon, the act of the laſt judgment is equally aſcribed to 


lows, that a nan, even the man Chriſt, is ordained to this 


all all appear before the judgment ſeat of 


* 
: 
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the latter reſtores it to him again as God; under which | 


knee ſhall 1055 to" ME, and every tongue hall mad ung 
60D“, We are to give an account of ourſelves at. = | 
judgment feat of Chriſt. And how does the Apoſtle prov 7 
it? Why, becauſe it is written, that we ſhall give an * Y 
count of ourſelves to the Lord God, who ſwears" that þe 
 liveth, But unleſs-Chrif, who is a man, be alſo this liwing 
| God and Lord, this n is not to the N EP TE KANE 


. 


123 48s x. 40. Him don raiſed up and snWID 
nN openly to us who did. eat and drink with | 
him after he roſe from the dealt. 
- John xx1. 1. After theſe. things Ixsus $HEw2d | 
HIMSELF. again to his diſciples at the. Sea 
of Tiberias; and on this wiſe SHEWED / WY 
HIMSELF. - 8 . 


. former text takes ſomething from Clrif, 1 
in which capacity he was at the di/po/al of the Father. But 


character he is at his own.di/po/al, and in unity. with the, 
perry The. ſame i is to ve ſaid of the two argc N 
tollow. _ | 7 * 


XXVIII. 
+ Soba iti. 16. Gow! ſo-LoveD the world, chat 


HE GAVE his only begotten Son. 
Eb v. 25. CHRIST alſo LOVED the Church, 


and GAVE. HIMSELF for it. 


"ey IVES wt 3 5 


XXIX. 


+ Fob. iv. 32. Porgiving one another, even as 
GOD for CHRIST'S. SAKE, hath FORGIVEN 
n 

5 1 Jai slv. 423. 


Fg - 
* 
. 
* * 


: 8 n R 1 s r. e 1% 


ol. iii. 13. | one another — eren as- 70 
CHRIST FORGAVE gon. e e © 


bee 1 obs. vi. 8. I came down from heaven, 
RF Nor to do uy own WILL, but the WILL. of f 
HIM that SENT ME: _ 
Arth. viii. 2. And behold. there came a Le 
wed WW pcr and worſoipped him, ſaying, Lorp, if 
with WW 7THou wilT thou canſt make me clean. 
1 And IxEsus ſaid, AO] T WILL, be thou 
"0 wn clcan. | 7 WD 
Sea _ Bb > Ta PIO 
WE Ads xiv. 29, 30. And now, Lord — 
grant — that ig and wonders may be done 
; by the NAME of THY HOLY CHILD JESUS. 
* 80 nin ſeems here, that fins and wonders were not to be 
115 wrought by Jeſus Chrift, as the author of them; but by an 
1 is WW higher power of the LORD, put into action by the name, 
1 = Merits, or Interceſſion of the Holy Child Teſs. Yet St. 
Per makes this ſame Jeſus, though in beaver, the imme- 
1 diate author of the „gu and 4ponders wrought by his diſ- 
ciples upon earth.“ Eneas (ſays he) JESUS CHRIST | 
by t =_— naketh tbet auhole. 5 oe; IX. 34. 
= | XXXII. . 
* ö 
. + Matth, xx. 23. To err on my right hand 
2 and on my left, is xo MINE TO GIVE, but 
| (it ſhall be given) to them for. whom it is 
5 prepared of MY FATHER. - 


EM Yet our bleſſed Saviour has promiſed elſewhere, to be- 
flow this reward in his own right—© To him that over. 
comet) will I GRANT to SLT--uith me in MY. THRONE,” 


ol, | | £ | EA : Rev. | 


— 
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Rev. iii. 21. This is ſufficient to reſcue the text from ay 
hereti cal uſe that may have been made of it. But ſtill then 
remains ſome difficulty, which with God's help, I fhal 
_ endeavour to clear up. It will appear to any perſon, na 
ignorant of Gree#, that the original in this place does u 
ferve to Chriſt that act of power and authority, of wid 
the Engliſh verſion, by inſerting a few words, ſeems 1 
have diveſted him. The Greek is this——ex «54 por d 
5 nn it is not mine to give, a olg wrouacres, by 
to them for whom it is prepared —— niſi quibus par 
. tum eft.” For in the eleventh verſe of the foregoing 
Chapter, there is an expreſſion exactly parallel 
ddr ae they to whom it is given; or as Bas 
hath it. ſed 77 quibus datum.” Now there can by 
no grammatical reaſon, why we ſhould not take ay 
eig 170 areas in the ſame manner; and then the tat 
will affirm what it now ſeems to deny. For to ſay, that 
Chriſt cannot give any particular reward, ſave to them fu 
whom it is prepared of his Father, is the ſame as to ſay, that 
to /uch he can and will give it; according to the comme 
maxim Exæceptio 2 . regulam in non-exceptis. © 
The ſcope of the Text therefore, is to ſhew, that no- 
thing can be granted even by Almighty power itſelf, where 
there is not à ſuitable-merit or diſpoſition in the perſons 
who claim it. God ſhall give this honourable place to 
«© thoſe, for whom it is prepared by an invariable rule of 
_ «« juſtice ; whoſe victory of Faith being foreknown and ac- Wil 
* cepted, a ſeat is allotted them according to it.“ And the 
two paſſages being laid together, ſupply us with this prin- 
ciple, As if our Saviour, who is the /pcaker in both places, 
had ſaid * Tho? it be not mine to give; yet, to him 
te that overcometh, will J (even I my/elf) grant to fit with 
% me in y Throne; becauſe for him this feat is prepared.” 
It is not owing to a defect of power in the Trinity, or in 
any perſon of it, that the divine purpoſe cannot be chany- 
ed; but becauſe it is impoſſible for the power of God to 
break in upon the order of his diſtributive juſtice. And it 
is upon this account only, that we read of Chrift, Mart 
Vi. 5. He COULD there do NO mighty work.” For 
the power of doing a miracle was always preſent . 
| 1 | — s 
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out che place being improper becauſe of their unbelſe, made 
by think impoſſible. 5 ſame manner, . 
ion of the Lord in Gen. xvil. 22. is to be aceounted for, 
Haſte thee, eſcape thitber, for I CAN NOT do any thing 
% thou be come thither. No man would hence conclude, - 
hat the hand of God is ftraitened; or his power limited; 
but only that he does, and by his own nature muß, act 
agreeable to the diſpoſition of things and perſons, known 


o himſelf, ** 
1 Cor. viii. 6. To us there is but oN E GOD, 
THE ATU © 14 ie ne, 


If we compare this with that expreſſion of St. Thomas, E 
Jobn xx. 28, MY LORD, and MY GOD, we have 


he following argument: 


To vs there is but one doD, the FATHER, : 
pel has either preached raue Gods to us, one diffind from 
the other: or that one God the Father is here the name 
of a nature, under which Chriſt himſelf, as God, is allo 
[comprehended. And the ſame may be proved of it in-ſe- 


veral other places. 3 
1 i 
Matth. xxiii. 9. Call no man your Father 
upon earth, for ONE is YOUR FATHER hich 
is in heaven. e SI 1 
Did. v. 10, Neither be ye called maſters, for 
ONE is YOUR MASTER, even CHRIST. YJolm _ 
II. 13. Which is in bea ven. Hp „ 
Dr. Clarke has a particular Section - wherein he pre- 
tends to have ſet down the Paſſages that aſeribe the bigheft - 


Zilles, Perfections, and Poauers, to the ſecond Perſon of the 
Trinity. Yer he has wholly omitted the latter of theſe 


3 Chap. H. F. 3. e 
=43 verſes; 


* 27 : y 8 
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But To vs jesus CARIST is cob: therefore, The Goſ-. 
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22 Tur: DIWENIT-Y: + 
| . —- - verſes; though by a rule of his own making, it allows g 
*  -—  Chrift an higher title than any other in the whole Scripture, 
„ It is this ſame Author, who has laid fo great a ſtreſs upa 
the word eg, one, which he has inſiſted upon it can ſigni. 
Te nothing elſe, but one Perſon; and the criticiſm i 
ought to be of ſuch uſe and importance to his Scheme 
that his book begins with it; and in the courſe of his work 

It 15 repeated three times, nearly in the ſame words. But 
the Paſſage now before us, if he had produced it, would 

| Have turned his own weapon againſt himſelf. For d 
word eg is here an attribute of Chri/t ; and if we 
from it in this place, as he has done in the other, it mul 
prove, that one perſon only is our Mafter, and that thiy 
perſon is Chrift - which excludes the Perſons of the Fol 
tber and the Spirit from the honour of that title; and 
— 3 that learned author's reaſoning to a manifeſt ail 
urdity. COT a = 
We are to conclude then, that as the Phraſe, one MHa¹ 
1 cannot be meant to exclude the Father; ſo neither da 
BE -_ that other ——oze 7s good (ſuppoſing that were the ſenſe al 
t the Greek) or, one is your Father, exclude the perſon on 
Chriff. And if the reaſon of the thing teaches us thatit 
cannot, ſo the Scripture aſſures us in fact that it does mat 
the title of Father, being alſo aſcribed to the ſecond 
| of the Trinity. For Cbriſ, the Alpba and Omega, iays' 
= —_ himſelf —— He that overcometh Hall inherit all thing 
and I will be HIS GOD, and he all be MY SON 
JLaiab calls him The Everlaſting FATHER *. And; 
again it is written —— They are the CHILDREN 
GOD, S'eing the children of the RESURRECTION *: 
But, ſays Chrif —— 7 am the RESURRECTION*: 
A therefore he is God, and hath «s for his Children. If ths 
4B | be the caſe, the word Father cannot always be a name that 
| diſtinguiſhes Ged from another perſon of God; but is often 
be underſtood as à term of relation between God and Mas: 
or as a modern Divine of our Church has well expr 
it. A word-not intended for God ihe Father only, 
t the Firft perſon of the Trinity; but as it is referred ut” 


3 Rer. Ai. 7. 2 iz. 6. 3 Lube x. 36. Js K. 25. 
| « 1 


# — * * 7 > q - g : 


25 = . "x. CWB 1 8 . 25 
| to the Creature, made and conſerved by God; in which 


/ 


-ipture, ſenſe it appertains to the whole Trinity. © 


than J. 


The two preceding Articles will ſufficiently juſtify what 
he Church has aſſerted with a view to this paſſage- 


© hood.” And the ſtream of the whole Scripture is 


for gainſt that uſe the Arians generally make of it; who ſtand 

he Fa. n need to be reminded at every turn, that in the perſon - 
81 ff Cbriſt, there is a human ſoul and body, the nature of a 
ſt * nan, which as it cannot lay claim to what 1s ſpoken of 
7% brif in unity with the Father, ſo muſt it receive to its 
af wn account whatever ſeems to degrade and disjoin him 

» Bl rem the Father, It is indeed hard to ſay, which of the two 
WM herefies is the moſt unreaſonable and unſcriptural ; that 


of the Socinians, which never conſiders Chrift as any thin 


that 8 but a mere man; or that of the Arians, who never 
upon him as any f a ſuppofititious God. Between 
perſon theſe two groſs errors, lies the true Catholic Faith; which 


offended, or put to its ſhifts, by any thing the Scripture 
nay have ſaid about him in either capacity. T2 


r 
+ 1 Cor. xi. 3. The Head of Chriſt is Gop. 


of number, for the man Chriſt; otherwiſe it muſt follow, 
that as Chriſt is God, God is the head of him/elf; which 
15 2 contradiction 5 or that one God is the Sead of another 
God which alſo is a contradiction. | by 

. This Text is capable of a good illuſtration from Gene/. 
ul. 15. where we read, that the bee of the promiſed ſeed 
mould be bruiſed : by which, the Church has always un- 


4 | repre- 


— 


\ 


Jobn xiv. 28. My FATHER is GREATER 


hat Chrift is * inferior to the Father as touching his Man- 


is it allows him to be perfe&# God and perfect man, is never 


The name Chriſ does here ſtand, as in other places out 


derſtood the ſufferings of his Suman nature, me taphorically 


Tas DIVINITY. 


repreſented by the i»/+rier part in man. 80 in "this ph 
his Divinity or ſuperior nature is as aptly nnn 
bead or on (Part of the human body. .. 


. - ED 


F Mark xiii. 3 But of chad day a ho 
knoweth no man, no not the Angels which 

are in heaven, neither THE pou Tor: by 
FATHER. | | 


It is declared of CBhriſ in 8 lace, «that ke — 
in wiſzam * : why ſhould it be incredible then, that dur 
the whole term of his humiliation in the fleſh, ſom 
ſhould ſtill be left, which as man upon earth he did 
know ? if you ſuppoſe him to be — of this matteti 
God, how is it that St. Peter confeſſes him to be ommiſcient] 
_without receiving any rebuke for it, or bemg reminded ai 
any particular exception ?- LORD, rhou —_ 
THINGS *. . 
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XXXV i; 


+ John i i. 18. No man hath s SEEN G0D at 0 | 

time. ' 

Bid. xiv. 8, 9. Philip folk unto bing; Lon 
SHEW US THE_FATHER—haſt thou nat sR 


Mz, Philip? he that hath /eex Me hath Jen 


-THE FATHER, is 


«© Theſe words (ſays Dr. Clarke) do not fi th, that 
ec he who hath ſeen the Perſon of Chri/t hath 255 the per- 
. ſon of the Father.” No ſurely ; bat that he who hatk 
ſeen all that was viſible of Chriſt, hath ſeen the perſon, to 
whom was joined that inviſible and divine Nature, whick 

the Scripture has called by the Name of he Farther. And 
to ſhew that Chr: (though he was God manifeſt in ile 
Hab) is yet no other than the ſame invi/ible Ged. whom 


3 Lale ihe 52. .. 17. = 3 1 Tim, in. 16. : 
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or © Wn D J.. 
man hath or can fee and live, we are told, that avben. 
Be Hall appear (glorified, not with any /econdary divi- 
nity, but with the FATHER's OWNSELF *) ave fall 
he like him ( faſpioned like unto his own glorious body*, 


and conformed to his Image) for we hall SEE him A8 
HE 18; which no man ever yet hath done. | 
XXXIX. 
1 Cor. xv. 27. But when he faith all things 
are put under him, it is manifeſt that nz 18s 
EXCEPTED (exTos Tu utora;avroc) which did put 
all things under bim. And when all things ſhall 
be SUBDUED (urorayn) UNTO HIM— | 
bil. ii. 20, 21. We look for THE SAVIOUR, 
the Lord JESUS CHRIST — Who — is ABLE 
even to SUBDUE ALL THINGS (vurorazas Ta. 
warra) tO HIMSELF, Yo 


It is manifeſt, therefore, that the exception in the for- 
ner text, is not meant to ſet one Per/on of God above an- 
ther Perſon of God; but only to diſtinguiſh the Power of 
e Divine Nature from that of the human in its greateſt 
xaltation. As Chrift is man, all things are ſubdued unto 
im by .xoTHER; as Chrift is God, he himſelf is that 
ber, and able to ſubdue all things to HIMSELF, And 
his will be ſufficient to confirm the Reader in what I have 
already obſerved, that the cauſe of Ariani/m borrows its 
aief {upport from the BHumiliatios of Chriſt in the fleſh. 
earch the very beſt of their arguments to the bottom, by 


diligent comparing of the Scripture wich itſelf, and they 
e ger l amount to this great abſurdity— Ian is inferior to 
hath od; therefore God is inferior to himſelf : and this they 
n, to drove, by imputing to Chrift's Divinity what is ſaid only of 
hich his bumanity. 5 | s 


I have now preſented to the Reader's conſideration the 
moſt noted texts, which, under the management of Arian 


' Fobn xvii. 5. 2 Phil, iii, 21% 1 Rom, ville 20. 
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| or Socinian Expoſitors, may ſeem to have favoured f | 
Doctrine. Many, I hope, will be of opinion, that 
Catholic cauſe is rather beholden to them, particular 


whole Bible, ſpeaking in ſuch words, as need not be n 
fined upon by any metaphyſical Expoſitions, but only aj 
ple and: confidered; * © 7 ©: „ 


Jude 4. Denying the onLY ronD &oD, all 
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this laſt inſtance, for the oppoſition they have made apy | 
it; inaſmuch as the objections they have drawn from is 
holy Scriptures have directed us to ſome very clear pre . 
which might otherwiſe have eſcaped our notice. If He. 
be any other Texts more for their purpoſe than ²¹ h 
have here ſet down, they have my free conſent to prod do 
and enlarge upon them as much as they pleaſe. In d 
mean time [ ſhall proceed to give the Reader ſome fart 
ſatisfation, and endeavour to convince him, with Kc 
Bleſſing of God, that while Herey is obliged to glean Mr 
a few ſcattered paſſages, hard to be underſtood, and t | 
that reaſon, eaſy to K wreſted by men of perverſe ne . 


nations; the Faith of the Church has the ſuffrage uf the 


> la. 
'OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST—rov u deomy 
Seo x84 Kyvprov npwy Inge Xp. 


» As there is no article before Kugior, the firſt and ſech Mit 
comma are both meant of the ſame perſon ; and the plu 
ſenſe, when freed from the ambiguity of the Engliſh y t 
ion, is this Denying the only Lord God and oar l; 
3 Jeſus Chriſt. This literal ſenſe of the Greek may m 
ſupported by the parallel Greek of Phil. iv. 20. Tu hi 
Dt xa Warp mor. There being here no article belly G 
derb, it would be violent and unnatural, to refer vw ! 
one 1 warp to another: whence Grotzus pig T 
. Phraſes the expreſſion by Deo gui DEM e Pater n 
and thus may the other be rendered with equal ſtrictna ). 
and _ propriety—d:ororyu, gui idem eff Kugi®- nn: Me) 
though we do not reſt the proof of the Trinity on e, 
ſingle paſſage, yet is the more natural conſtruction of til | 


text very ſtrong and concluſive for it. 1. 


l * 2 4 - . 7 
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dre is, 0 e. AELIHOTHE, 


r pro. But it is applied to him in the parallel place of | 
IF,. ii. 1. Denying (AEENOTHN): the Lord that hath - 
n what ght them -r. AY PAT HATHR urg. And if it ſhould 

er - demonſtrated by another TH OU waft (ain, and 

e far BOUGHT 2, (:y2p2ox) unto God by thy Blood Fa „ 

with chain of reaſoning be inverted, the force of it will be 

glean r and undeniable. 1. Chrif hath bought us. 2. He 

and t hath 40% bt us, is AEENOTHE, the Lord, or ſupreme 

re Inch ernour. But 3dly, there is, o fe- AEZ HorRHZ, one. 

oof e ure Co vernour. Therefore Chrift is bs. 

t be re | TH. Rog 0 ot 4? 

oa} FE 
ee 24, 25. Unto Riu that is able — to 

b. Mrs gx you-faultleſs. before the pREENeE 
of nis oroßy — to the oNLY WISE GO our 
vox “„ C 
5. v. 27. That HE (Cbriſt) might pRESENT 

| (eco: to uimSELF a glorious Church, c. 

he ply oy f . ZWS 

liſh y t is the only wiſe God, who is able to preſent us before 


mbers of the Church in glory, to bimſel f. therefore he 
; he only awi/e God, to whom alſo appertains the preſence 
; ” Glory ; for that is no other than his own preſence, him- 
2 44 OR BT (ne 
„ PT! bis is another expreſs Inſtance, that s- 9:S-, the 
* #0 Cod, is not God in one perſon, but the Unity of the Tri- 
ri 'y. For if you confine this phraſe, with the Arians, to 
„: UE ge Perſon of the Father, then of courſe. you exclude 
2 0 e perſon of Chriſt, and then, it is manifeſt, you contra- 


So Dr. Clarke has conſtrued it, C. i. $3. 411. Rev. v. 9. 


or D s ** 


this ſhould be denied, I think the. ſenſe alſo is capable 
gemonſtration. The. words include this Propoſi tion 
one ſupreme Governoun 
if chis term be applied to Chriſt, it muſt follow that 
is that one ſupreme Gowernour, in the Unity of tbe Fa- 


« 


Joubted, whether this latter text be meant of Chrif, _ 


> preſence of his Glory: but Chrift is to preſent us, as 


a" 


K 3 2 
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Fer Ddr 
dict the Scripture. For though it be affirmed in this pla 
that the only wile God is to preſent us before his own pl 
- fence, yet the ſame is elſewhefe expreſſed by Chrift preje 
ing us to himſelf. Which is no way to be accounted fy 
unleſs you believe Chrif? to be a partaker in the Being, 
tributes, and offices of the one, undivided, ozly.wife Gil 
our Saviour. Then there is no farther difficulty. 
: WT 
Eph. iii. 2, 3. —— The Diſpenſation of th 
Grace of 6Gop, which is given, me to you 
ward: How that BY REVELATION HE (Cd 
made known unto me the myſte r. 
Gal. i. 12. I neither received it of man, nei 
ther was I taught it, but BY THE REVEL4- 
TION of JESUS CHRIST, — i 
n. = 
1 Kings viii. 39. THou, even THOU ONIY ' 
' KNOWEST the HEARTS of all the children d 
men. 85 = M 
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This, it ſeems, is the privilege of God onLY : but mi 
God is Chriſt; for ſays he, | „ 2 
Rev. ii. 23. All the Churches ſhall know that 

I am Hs which ſearcheth the reins and 

HEARTS, 75 1 


* 


Indeed this latter verſe ſpeaks plain enough for itſel 
without being compared with the former. It implies, 
that there is one only who ſearcheth the hearts of men, 
that Chri/t is he, And the Greek will very well bear it; 
as the learned reader will eafily perceive. It is thus —— 
EYW ei 0 epevray—— There is 6 epzuwy, one that fearcheth; 
but: c—— am He. 


/ that 
and 


itſelf 


xXIAV. 1 


2 Pet. i. 4. —Exceeding great and precious 


promiſes, that by theſe you might be (Seas 
00% Quotws) PARTAKERS of the DIVINE 


| NATURE» 1 1 i 
ebr, iii. 14. For we are made (vero ou Tz 
Neis) PARTAKERS Of CHRIST, if we hold 
the beginning of our confidence (in the pre- 
cious promiſes of God) ſteadfaſt unto the end. 


What St. Perer propoſes, 23 the end of our hope in the 
promiſes, is to be partakers of the divine Nature but this, 


Wccording to St. Paul, is to be partaters of Chrift ; there- 


fore Chriſt is ia or of the Divine Nature ; the ſame Al- 
mighty Cod and Lord, who declared to Abraham 7 
am thy Shield, and thy EXCEEDING GREAT RE- 


WARD *. 8o that theſe being compared together, are de- 


ciſive for the Catholic Homooufran Doctrine, at which the 
Arians, from the Council of Mee to this very day, have 
been ſo grievouſly offended. And it has not been without 
reaſon: For if the word Con/ub/tantial be applicable to the 
Perſon of Chrift, it makes ſhort work with their Hereſy. 
To this end, it was fixed upon and agreed to by the Bi- 
ſhops of the whole Chriſtian World“, as the moſt proper 
Bar and Badge of diſtinction between the Arians and them 
ſelves. But they object, that the term is not ſcriptural; 
nay, there are ſome, of no ordinary figure amongſt them, 
who have not ſtuck to call it an invention of Popery 3; 
though it is well known, that at the time this was adopted 
by the Church, there was no ſuch thing as Popery in the 
world. But the name is found to be of great uſe in amuſing 
weak people, who have no ready ſtock of learning to con- 


tradi . 


x Gen, XVite 1. 2 xv. i. | 3 Eſſay on Spirit, p. 151. a 
* I ſay, of the ⁊0bole Chriſtian World: though a late Author calls 


this Oecumenical Council, ſummoned for the condemnation of Arius, c 4 


Famous conteſt 3”* as if one half ** the world had been divided againſt 


= 5 | . 5 oY x , | , 4 A 
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radi them, and, in ſome caſes I fear, no good deſite 
being þetter informed. Who can think it a notable pn 
*.of their zeal as Proteflants, that they take a pleaſufe 
\ ſeeing their poor Mother, the Epiſcepal church of Enpla 
the honour of the Reformation, and the dread of Pope 
painted and dreſſed up for a Fexebel, by men of her on 
Sgouſbcld; who have ſhipwrecked their Conſciences by ful 
ſcribing Articles they never believed, and are growing 
upon the proviſion allotted by the Providence of God, on 
to ſupport the Church in her Journey through this woll 
to the kingdom of heaven. A ſight that would raiſe th 
Indignation of a Mabometan ! and almoſt move a Paji 
bimſelf to pity and pray for us! 5 1 
Hut I would hope there are ſome few among the fayour 
ers of Ariani/m, who are not gone quite ſo far out of tie 
- way, and would be aſhamed of ſuch low and baſe Artig 
às can only ſerve to expoſe and diſcredit their cauſe wit 
any man of common learning and honeſty. To theſe lad 
dreſs myſelf: and now the Scripture is before us, let wil 
. aſk them a plain queſtion. or two. Is not the word HH 
or Sxb/iance of the ſame ſignification with the word ul 
ture? and have not the Fathers of the Church thus el 
pounded it? and is not this phraſe——gf the ſame u 
iure — as concluſive for the Divinity of Chriſt, as thil 
-other——of the ſame Subſtance? why then ſhould thi 
expreſſion of the Nicene Creed be thought ſo offen 
when there is another in the Scripture ſo near of kin to 1 
that the 4rians muſt be ſenſible they could gain nothin 
bby the Exchange? for the divine Nature, we all agree, cal 
be but one; three divine natures of courſe making three dif 
ferent Geds. But the Scripture, compared as above, hi 


the other. And he ſays, it was “ determined by a majori'y of 18 
.Fwventy to one; whereas, in truth, there were but fve out of thr 
bundred and eighteen, who denied the Catholic Faith. © I mention thi 
to ſhew how ſome things may be repreſented by ſome ſort of people, ub 
if they are not ignorant, muſt think it their Intereſt ro impoſe upon Jo- 
What would you think of a man, who having been preſent at ah Aſie 
ſhould bring a report of it home to his family, and tell them he had bet 
at a famous Conteſt, where there was a m-jority of near ten Jury-meny i 


witneſſes, and a Judge, againſt the criminal? See Ded. to an EHH 
Spirit, p. 9, 10. "IE "15, 


he 155 H R I 8 T. e 
rerted Chrif to. be of this divine Nature. Andif. ah 
'e once perſuaded of that, all farther diſputes about the 
ord Conſubfantial would 'be at an end. Bur peace and 


nity for Chriſt's ſake, is a blefling of which God has de- 
lied this Church for the puniſhment of it's fins : and as 


Hoten e do not ſeem to be in any poſture of repentance, it is to 
Her ow e feared he will never reſtore it to us again in this world; 
s by ful ut ſuffer us to go on from bad to worſe, till the meaſure 
wing f filled UP» 


XLV. 
Ith is a mth; Jaid down by St. Paul, died GO en 


HIMSELF, for this reaſon, becauſe be can ſwear = _ | 
REA TEK. Heb, vi. 13. 8 


But Chri/# has feworn by him/el, If : 


at of th ai. xlv. 23. I have ſworn © bs MYSELF, — 
\Frifce, that unto me every knee ſhall 8 * 


tongue ſhall ſwear. 


Which words being compared with Rom. xiv. 10, 11. 
are proved to be the words of Chriſt, e. ſpall all land 
before the judg ment-ſeat of Chriſt : For it is written, as I 
, Jaitb the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and every 
ame us tongue Gall confeſs unto God. 
Crit, therefore, has fworn by HIMSELF : forharif 
the Apoſtle? s rule be applied, he muſt for this reaſon be 
GOD, and there can be NO GREATER. 33 


XLI. 


Eph. iv. 83. When RE (Chrift) aſcended up or 
high, he led captivity captive, and Save 


gifts unto men. 


ee, cu 
ree dil 
e, hu 


of r Yet the 8 

if rhe e Scripture here ine to, refs] a th 

15 0 perſon who aſcended, &c. to be the Te, „ 4 
le, ug 

„, 1xviii. 17, 18. The chariots of cop are 
M2 twenty thouſand, even thouſands of An- 
eny fi gels: the LORD is among them, as in Sinai, 


15 


5 F o | . in. 
erted 


% 
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th the holy Place. Thou haſt rad o a 
"pb, THOU haſt led captivity e ho ö 


1 


Heb. ix. 20. This is the Blood of the TEST4: 

© MENT which cop hath enjoined yow. — 

Bid. v. 16. Where a TESTAMENT: Is, there 
muſt alſo of neceſſity be the DEATH of the 
TESTATOR. 


Sed is a Tefearer: but, argues the Apoſtle, wart * 
| mull die, before the las Will or Te e/tament enjoined by him, 
can be of force. Therefore, if you keep cloſe to the terms, 
the natural concluſion is, that GOD, being a Tefair, 
mould die, to make way for the execution of his T fa 
But it being impoſſible that the divine nature of God ſhould 
be capable of Death; it follows, that the perſen who wa 
Capable of Death, and did die as a man, was alſo God the 
Tefiatrer. And it is to expreſs the firi& and perfect union 
of the ters natures in the fengle per/en of Chrift, that hat i 
true only of ene, is predicated of Seth. Of this, two mere 
examples ſhall be added i in the articles that immediate 


follow. - 
XLVIII. 


Rev. v. 9. Tnou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemil 
Aàs to 60D by THY BLOOD. 


A diſtinction is here obſerved between the two natures 
of Chrif : and the act of redeeming us by the ſhedding of wn 
| Shood is aſcribed to the Lamb, the Meffiab's s Humanity. But 
in another place it is imputed to his Divinity——Feed itt 
Church of GOD, which be bath purchaſed with HIS OWN 
BLOOD *: not that Ged, ſtrictly ſpeaking, has any la 
of Eis exvn to ſhed; but that he who ſhed his blood for us, 
a mar, was Gcd as well as man: or, in other words, that 
God and mas were wnited in the /ame per/en ; ſomething te- 
Ing predicated of Cd, which cannot poſſibly be true with- 
cut ſuch an union. So again 


MU A: XX. 28. 


* C 0 HN I . 9 * 
XIIX. „„ 
Zech. xii. 7 = that day faith TE LoRD 

—y, 10.—they ſhall look on ME whom they 


have PIERCED . ny 
th But, 9 to the Erangeli St. ob, th * is Seriptare- | 
ny aith, 
f the 


Jon xix. 37. They mall ak on HIM (Cbrif) 
whom they have PI ERCED. 


As it ſtands in the Prophet, the Lerd (Febowab) was to 
be pierced. So that unleſs the man Chriſt, who hang upon 
the Croſs, was alſo the Lord Jebovab, the Evangelitt is 
found to be a falſe witneſs, in applying & to bim e 


that could not poſſibly be e in him. 


zl. i. 10. That ye may hs Gncere and with- 
out offence, till the pay of currsT. 


2 Pet. iii. 12, Looking for and haſting to- 
the coming of the Day of. GOD... 


„ 
Jai. xl. 10. Bebold, the Lox D cop: will come 


HIS REWARD IS WITH HIM. 


. xxii. 12. Bebold, I (Feſus) COME quick- 
ly, and MY. REWARD IS WITH ME. 


Amen; even /o come LORD. JESUS. 
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Tur DIVINITY or Tus HOLY GHOST) 


» : 


7 ah ili 6. To yr yeveuerey EK ra mbar as 
That which is Bow oF the sp1riT. -. | 


1 1 J0%n v. 4. To yeyernpevoy EK TS oe 
ſoever 1 is BORN OF GOD, 


＋ he ſame individual act of divine 8 dix. that of 
our ſpiritual birth, is aſcribed, without the change of iff 
. Letter, to God, and to the Spirit. Some capacity 
then there muſt be, wherein the Scripture makes, no 4% 
tin&ion between God and the Spirit : and this is what Wi 
the Scripture itſelf calls /e divine nature; under which! 
God _ the & Pirit are both equally W N 


Iz 


II. Os Fe 


Alls xiii, 2. The noLy cuosT ſaid, ſeparate 
ME Barnabas and Saul for the work where : 
unto I HAVE CALLED them. Ec 

Hebr. v. 4. No man taketh this Honour to 
himſelf, but he that 1 iS CALLED of GOD. 


The ſhorter, way is to aſk this 1 Saul, * it was 
that appointed m to the auerꝶ of the miniſiry ? and his an- 


Wer is no other than E CALLED to be an 
"8 : Af 


8 SC bn 9x” 77 
36 Bs „ 
* ; 3 , g I % 7 N ON, ” 36 


— 


%, SEPARATED unto the Go/pel——By the com- 


ndnent of GOD OUR SAVIOUR *. 
EE - - 


Labuurers into his harveſt. 1 
| THE HOLY GHOST, 5 | | 


he Goſpel, the Holy Ghoft is proved to be the Lord of the 
arveſt, to whom Chrift himſelf has directed us to PRAY, 
Wherefore, they are not to be heard, who adviſe us to al- 
er the third petition in the Litany; a work, to which I am 
re the Holy Ghoſt hath not called us, and ſuch as will ne- 
er be conſented to by any Labqurers of his ſending. 


Luke ii. 16. And it was revealed unto him 


— 
© 
what. 


that of 
e of 1 
2p acig . 
0 not ſee Death, before he had ſeen the Lord's 
What e Chriſt. : „„ en ; 

which EG 
LORD now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
peace, according to THY WORD. | 


This word, was the word of the Holy G,; who 
therefore is intitled to the context, and is God and Lord to 
be bIgſed or praiſed; not under any imaginary reſtrictions 


I Nom. 1. 1. and 1 Tim. 1 3 : 3 
21 ſet down the prepoſition, becauſe it ſlays the Arian with his own 
weapon. It ſhews the prime agency and authority in this affair to have 
been that of the Hey Ghoſt, ding in his own right, and not as the mi- 
viſter or inſtrument of an higher power; for then, according to them, 


$ an- becauſe I perceive, upon a review of the Scripture, that theſe two pre- 
e an politions are uſed indiſcriminately. 4 . 


and 


or Tus HOLY GHOST... 35 5 


Vaith. ix. 38. Pray ye therefore the LORD © 
or THE HARVEST, that HE will SEND FORTH 


In this act of ending forth Labourers upon the avork of OM 


Cre) BY the Holy cnosT, that he ſhould © 


id. v. 28. And he BLESSED 60D, and ſaid, 


it would have been de. For my own part, I lay no fireſs upon ity - 


TR, 


"I 


f 
- 
* 


% - ; 1 
* x ' 
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15 e ee to a certain FOES 7 \ 
/ ' delegated to him, an evaſion you will meet with in lf 
miodern writers, but the Scripture, and common reif 
inſtructed by the Scripture, diſclaim and abhor i it, A 
| yet to all ſorts of Telex: 
„ 
Jobs xiv. 17. 'He (the spix I of T ruth) dell 
with you and ſhall be wn you. _ | 
1 Cor. xiv. 25. Gop | is IN YOU of a truth. 


| VI. 
2 Tim. 11 16. All Scripture is given by In 
SPIRATION of Goo. 
2 Pet. i. 21. Holy men of God ſpake as ty 
were MOVED BY the HOLY GHOST. __ 


+ 


VII. 


John vi. . It is written in the prophets 

they ſhall be all TavcarT of cop. 

1 Cor. ii. 13. Not in the words which may's 
wiſdom teacheth, but which the HOLY GHQST 
TEACHETH.,. .; 

of 


This latter verſc would prove the Hol Ge to a Gul 
-bx-izfetf: for I cannot find that man, in the ſtyle of the 
Scripture, is ever oppeſed in this manner to any tag: but 
Ged only. I will ſubjoin a few examples of it. 
John i. 13. MNor of the will of man, but of God. 
1 Theſſ. iv. 8. He therefore that deſpijeth, . . deſpifeth 1 nit 
man, ” God. 


Rom. i. 3 * . praie i is 1 men, but of God." 


VIII. N 


Adds v. 3. Why hath Satan filled thine heart 
do LYE to the HOLY GHOST, ; 11 


| or run HOLY GHOST. 57 
514. v. 4. — Thou haſt not LyzD' unto men, 
but unto G00. = s | 


Dr. Clarke affirms, that ** the Perſon of the Holy Gh 
is no where in Scripture expreſsly ſtiled God. And then 
ads by way of authority—** ſee the Text, No. . 
Dad what tert would you ſuppoſe this to be? why, it is 
o other than that of Ads v. 4. where he IS expre/ly 
1% God, The Doctor refers us to it, becauſe he has ad- 
ed a long perplexed Comment to help us to anderfland it, . 

uppoſe ; though a child may ſee the force of it without 
ny mn at all. The ſubſtance of all he has ſaid may 

reduced to this Ananias lyed to God, becauſe he 
ed to the Apoſtles, in whom God dauelt by his Spirit.“ 
hus he has tried to evade it ; even by producing one 
roof of the Holy Ghoft”s Diwinity, as an anſwer to another. 
or if the Scripture aſſures us that God dwellzth in us, and 
Wu: only argument for it, is, becauſe the Spirit dzvelleth in 

5; who can the Spirit be, but God himſelf ? as It is prov- 
din the following Article. But before we proceed to 
t, I muſt beg the Reader to obſerve how he has uſed and 
Wcpreſented Atbanaffus's opinion upon this text. Atbha- 

naſius himſelf (ſays the Doctor 2) explains this text in 
the ſame manner : He that lyed (faith he) to the Holy Ghoſt, 
Hed to GOD, WHO &gzwelleth in men by his Spirit. For 
here the Spirit of God it, there is GOD.” The Diffe- 
ence, then, between this author and St. Athanaſfus, is no 
more than this: the former takes occaſion to deny that the 
fly Ghift is GOD, the. latter to prove it, and both from 
one and the ſame text; which, if you believe the Doctor, 
hey have explained in the ame manner. 


IX. 


1 John 111. 21. Beloved, if our heart condemn 
us not, then have we confidence toward cop. 


dy m. 
S they 


3 II. $. xxxii. 2 No. 66. 5 e 
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id. v. 24. And hereby we. Eno FR at 


abideth in us, by THE SPIRIT wr he hat 
given us. 1 


The Apoltle's WO is FT ARON The Spirit abide 
«© in us ; and hereby we know that He (Cod) ab:dethay 


« us.“ But unleſs the Spirit be a perſon in his Unis 


God, the HORS: 15 mantleny ll, 
. 85 


TY 


1 Cor. iii. 16. The TEMPLE of oOo is | hoh 


which temple are ys. - 


1 Cor. vi. 19. Know ye not, that YOUR BODIN 


are. the TEMPLE of the HOLY GHOST... 
XI. . 5 i 


Matt. iv. 1. Then was Jeſus LED up 6 it 


THE SPIRIT, tO be TEMPTED, &Cc. 

Luke xi. 2.—4. OUR FATHER which art þ 
heaven - LEAD us not into TEMPTA 
TION. 


It is not my „ buſineſs in this hw to FIR particularly | 
what manner and for what end God leads us into_temptc 
tion. That it is no way inconſiſtent with the divine ain 
butes, is plain from the caſe now before us: for Jeſui wi 
led up into the wilderneſs to meet his adverſary and bs 
tempied by him. And it is alſo plain from that petition in 


the Lord's Prayer, that our Father which. is in heaven would 


not lead us into temptation : it being needleſs and abſurd u 
pray that God would not do, what by the neceſſity of hit 
nature, it is impoſlible for him to do. In this caſe, Ci 
not the zemp/er : he only introduces us to the trial; and 
always provides, if we have the grace and prudence 10 
* it, @ way for our eſcaping, that wwe mar &. 
to bear it. 


But when Je/us was tempted, the leading him into tem 


tation was the act of the Holy _ Theken as bar 


e hal. be repeat the Lord's Prayer, we addrefs outflves in- 
5 luſively to the Per/on of the Spirit, under the one name 


abidet fwhom we are begetten and born, even of the Spirit: and 
:dethy gain, as many as are LED '&y*#he SPIRIT of God, they 

e SONS F God. Rom. viii. 14. See Art. I. of 
his Chapter. | „ 5 F 


f holy > Cor. i. 3. Bleſſed be cop, even the co of 
3 ALL. COMFORT® -— „„ 
TM If all ſpiritual Comfort (ſent from heaven) be of Gzd, 


ng in the COMFORT OF the HOLY GHOST *, un- 
els the Holy Ghoſt be a perſon in the Unity of G? and 
ow can he be ſtyled by way of Eminence, THE Con- 
2r/er 2, if there be a Cod diſtin from him, who claims 


at Title? for then he is not the Comforter, but one of 
1PT {be L; and favs divine Comforters, like tavo Almighties, 


tianity, but of heathen Idolatry. And the ſame reaſoning 
Will hold good as to anbther of his titles. For the Holy 
6% is called, by way of Eminence, THE SPIRIT ?, 
i. e. the true and principal, the head and Father of all 
other Spirits, Yet we are told that Gd is a Spirit“: ſo 
that unleſs the Spfrit be alſo God, we muſt believe in /wo 


„wou argue for the Divinity of Chrif; that becauſe GOD 
(ard u iG HT. and Chrif is THE LIGHT . Therefore, 
of m bes and muſt be God 7 even the TRUE Cod, becauſe he 
cu” the TRUE BHT. 8 | 


I Cor. ii. 11. For what man knoweth the things 
of a man, fave the $PIrIT of a man which 
1 As ir. 3. 2 0 wapaxinur®-, Jobn xiv. 26. 0 Jobe 


v. 6. 4 Jobn iv. 24. 5 4 Fobn i. . 6 758 i A 
and vill. 12. 7 7 7574. i. EE Jo | 5 | 7 " 0 
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FOUR FATHER ; and certainly, be att is anc Fat.” 


now is it conſiſtent, that the churches had ret. wwalk- 


ould make 7avo Gods ; which is not a principle of Chriſ- 


ſupreme, diſtin, and independent Spirits. And thus we 
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is IN. 1 EVEN so the ching of o 
| knoweth (dels) none - but the SPIRIT. \ 
8 : 5 


= 


The Spirit of a nan hems the-things of a a man n ford ü 
e, becauſe it is ix him. For the /ame reaſon, the; 
rit of God knows the things of God, becauſe it is in 1) 
Godhead ; than which nothing farther need be deſired y 
prove the co- effentiality of the Holy Ghoft *. If you takej 
otherwiſe, there can be no parallel between the two caſey 
For how ſtrange would it be to ſay —— the human Sin 
knows the things of a nan, becauſe it is in him; EVE) 
SO, the. Divine Spirit knows the things of God, becauſe 
is out of him. This text brings the matter to a ſhort iſſi 
The Church affirms the Spirit to be in God, as a perſed 
the /ame divine nature the Arians deny it, and will u 
derſtand him to be ot of God; not a perſon of the divi 
nature, but one inferior to, and diſtin from, it. Tol 

on which ſide the truth lies, a man needs no other quali 
cation but that of faith, to receive the Scripture as the ll 
fallible word of, God: which the Arians, in molt of the 
writings, have freely confeſſed it to be. If once the 
come openly to deny this, they are no longer Arians, bi 
infidels of another denomination, with wk a NOM i 
courſe is to be taken. 


| = -:: 
1 Cor. ii. 11. The THINGS OF 60D: knowe | 
no man. 


Did. v. 14. But the aired man receiveth not 
the THINGS OF THE SPIRIT or GOD, 


Here again, the Scripture makes no diſtinction, farther 
than that of perſonality, between God and the Spirit d 
C; but renders unto God the things that are God's, i 
rendering them to the Spirit, who is GG. 


al, 


! The Scripture uſes the ſame prepoſi tion to denote the ee th 
of Chriff——7obn xiv. 11. 1 am (EN Tw Tlatps) In the Father, And 


xiii. 32s God ſpall * bim on tar]. In ae th xy 


ox rus HOLY. GHOST, a4r 
not TEMPT the LORD thy Gop. 4-27 


{45 v. 9. How is it that ye have agreed to 
TEMPT the SPIRIT of the LoRD ? ; 


f ov | 


for th 

the $j 
is int 
eſired i 
2 take 
vo Cale 
an pin 

EVE) 


ecauſe i 


The Spirit is here ſubſtituted as the object of that parti- 
alar act of diſobedience, of which, according to the La 
nd the Go/pel, the only object is the Lord our God. there- 

ore the Spirit is the Lord our G. : By 


* 


Dr. Clarke denies that in any place of Scripture thert | 
* is any mention made of any SIN againft the Holy Gholt 


rt ſlut « but only of a BLASPHEMY *.” He that can diſtin. 
perſ eim BLASPHEMY from SIN, muſt be an acute rea- 
2 un. oner; when it is of all fins the greateſt. But is it no SIN 
e CIVIE 


igainſt the Holy Ghoſt, to he to him, to grieve him“, or 


Tol o tenpt him? why then did the Lord ee r in his wrath 
quai gainſt thoſe that grieved him, if it were no SIN? and 
5 ror. hy was that commandment given in the Law, thou foalt 
OI the 


rot tempt the Lord thy God? And if the Spirit be tempted, 
is not 7he Spirit the object offended by that temptation? this 
che very thing that learned man was afraid of. He 
vould have proved &/a/þhemy to be no Sia, left the Spirit 
ould appear to be the o4je# of Sin; for that would have 
proved him to be God, the author and giver of the Law 
and that, again, would have ſpoiled his Scripture Doctrine: 
ſo the ſhort. way was, to deny it. 1 
"Ip XVI. : 5 | 
Gen, vi. 3. And the Lord ſaid, My SPIRIT 
ſhall not always ſtrive with man. I 
The $jirir of the Lord ſtrore with the Inhabitants of 
the old world, endeavouring to reclaim them by grace, 
and waiting long for their repentance. But this 1s called, 
Pet. iii. 20. the long-/uffering of GOD that waited in 
the days of Noah. © © 5 _ 
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Tutte xi. 20. HT with the FINGER . of coo 


vili ewere caſt out by the finger of God, is the 
- fay, that they were caſt out by God himſelf. But it appear 
from the text of St. Matthew, that this particular a&d 


— — 
, * — 2 

. 2 

— . It 


1 Drviniry. 4 


* 


_ caſt out devils. 
The parallel place in St. Matthew? s Goſpel bas. it thay 


Matth. xii. 28. If I with the SPIRIT. of 60d 
<aft out devils. - 5 1 
The finger of God is a hor xe for " 


immediate power and agency of God: and to ſay that Da 
ame as 10 


the finger of God, that is, of God himſelf, was the act d 
the SPIRIT ; ; nn, the Spirit is God ha : 


| XVIII. 8 
Exek. viii. SI The hand of the LORD 00 
fell there upon me and nE (the Lal 
God) put forth the form of an hand, ail 
Took 15 by a lock of mine head, and the 
SPIRIT lit me up, &c. N 


2 


In this text, the name of the Lord Cod, nd the. 4 nam 
of the Spirit, do both belong to the ſame perſon. Fd 
though it be ſaid that the Spirit lifted up the prophet, Ja 
= it no other than the Lord God who put forth the ford 

an hand and took him © therefore the SPIRIT is the 


RD GOD. 5 
| XIX. 


A iv. 24. 2 * — They lift up tele 1 to 
God with one accord, and ſaid, LoRD, #49 
art 60D, which haſt made heaven and earth, 
and the ſea, and all that therein is. WAO 


' the mouth of N ſervant Davip has ſaid = 
1 


1 TI Cart OL 


The terms LORD and GOD are here uſed to expreſs 
David. But it was the per/ex of the HOLY GHOST, 


st. Peter—T his Scripture muſt needs have been fulfilled, which 
+ HOLY GHOST by the mouth of DAVID ſpate, &c. 
Therefore, the terms LORD and GOD are certainly uſed- 
to expreſs the Divinity of the HOLY GHOST. 
So again zg or ene by 0 Jy 

It was the LORD "GOD of Tract, who SPAKE by 
the * of his holy. Prophets, fince the world began. 
Lalit i. 68. 7 om 270 is RR Ss on OR 

But then, it is written — well SPAKE the HOLY 
GHOST *by Lala, the prophet *,, &, Therefore the 
Holy Ghoſt is the LORD GOD of Hl. 


al. exxxix. 7. Whither ſhall I go from:Tay 
' $P1RIT ? or whither thall T go-from thy Pre- 


IF 


« * 


; ſence | If I aſcend. up into heaven, THOU 


* 


art there i 3233 


Holy Ghoſt, ſays— Whither Gall. I go from thy Spirit? 


be the omnipreſence of God him/elf——1f I aſcend up into 
beaven, THOU art there. So that the terms Thou, and- 
thy Spirit, are equivalent; i. e. equally concluſive for the” 
Unmediate pre/ence of the divine nature it/elf.. 


XXI. 


called the SON OF GOD, is this, and this only, viz. 
becauſe he was begotten- by the Holy Ghoſt——*<* The 
© Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power of 
the HIGHEST ſhall overſhadow thee : - I HERR 


1. A; xxvili. 2 To” 


4 


the Divinity of him, who ſpake by tho alin of ei 5 M4 T\ 


It was ſaid by the Angel Lale i. 32:—— He fall” 
be preat, and Hall be called the SON of the HIGHEST. _. 
But the reaſon given upon this occaſion WHY Chriſt was 


a {if 


2 8 | . 3 . a a : s ! ; 86 * 
0 THE HOLY GHOST. 
; 8 8 Ft - : % 2 * * . 


who /pake by the month of his | ſervant David — for, faith 7 


The Pſalmift, to acknowledge the omnipreſence of the- 


and by what is immediately ſubjoined, he ſhews this to 
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20 FORE allo that holy thing TY ſhall be hath 0 


* ſhall be called the Son of GD.“ v. 35. 

When Jeſus is called the Son of God, we underſtand f l 
Supreme and true Cod; beſides whom” there is no othe 
The Dewi/s themſelves allowed it, and ſaid - Fel 
thou Son of God MOST HIGH *?!” But che Feri 
- in God, whoſe Son Jeſus is ſaid to be in this place, is th 
Hely Oben, by whoſe power (called the Poxwer of the higl 


e,) he was begotten of the bleſſed virgin, and thence call 


ed the Son of GO. | 
Therefore, the Holy Ghoſt is God, and the Highth, * 


XXII. 


The prop het de in his Gth Chapter, * us he 10 \ 
a LORD OF HOST'S. And at ver. 8. that he heard 
the voice of the LORD, SAYING Go and tell th 


people, hear ye indeed, as under ſtand not, &c. 


Vet theſe 10 words, which the prophet declares 
have been polen b Y the Lord, even the Lord of Hoſts, we 
ſpoken by the Holy G, Well SPAKE 1 HE HON 
GH OST, by Calas the prophet, unto cur Fathers, ſaying 
-Go unto this People and ſay, hearing ye fall hear, and, 15 
not under tand, & c. 
Therefore, the HOLY GHOST is the LORD 07 
HOSTS, 

The article of the Holy Ghoſt's ſypreme and abſolar 
Divinity being now eſtabliſhed in the plaineſt terms; | 
ſhall proceed to anſwer, | from the r che objection 
uſual Y move againſt it from 1 5 


NI. 
+ Matth. xix. 17. There is none ooo bot 
ONE, that is, GOD. 


If this be a good objection to the Divinity of Chrig, i 
mult be equally ſtrong againſt that of the Holy Ghoſt, for 


; 


it is argued from this paſlage, that the attribute of 


T Luke viii. 28. 2 Afsxxvilie 26, 27. 
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*'MOLY THOST. oy: © 
confined to the /ingle perſon of God the Father; who” 5 
ere fore is a N to, and different from Chriſ 775 
id the Holy Ghoſt. The Error of this argument has ben 
no othe ly ſhewn above: for it is not one penſon, but one Gog, - 
cc 8 hom the Scripture has afferted to be good; and I now have © I 

> 8 opportunity of confirming it, and of proving withal, bt 
lat in the unity of this one God, beſides whom np other 


- v 


o THE 


* 


6 %% the perſon of the Holy: Ghoſt is, and muſt be in. 
2nce c aded. For it is written 75 SPIRIT is GOOD 
N ſo that if the ſame inſpired Scripture which declares 
tee, perſon of the Spirit to be good, does alſo as plainly de ; 
tte that sone is good, but God only; then the Spirit is | 
| bod, even the only true and ſupreme God; and we are 4 
£5 « well aſſured of it, as if it had been ſaid, << there is none : 
$ he e Good but one, that is he Spirit, who is one with 
ne heard God.” The Hebrew in this place is yet ſtronger than J 
tell thi he Engliſh, It is not aw good, but. naw Goodneſs i- g 
1 }, that is, divine eſſential uncommunicated goodneſs, 4 
lares -fides which there neither is nor can be any other of the 5 
, Wie kind. There is one fort of goodneſs communicated to = 
HO gen upon earth; as we read, P/al. exii. 5. the good nan : 
ſaying bewerb favour, &c. and As ii. 24. that Barnabas was \ 


f goodneſs to be found only in heaven, and that is the 


good man, and full of deal &c. There is another ſort - 
oodneſs of God, which is eſſential; but this goodnefs is 


Wo alſo an atcribute of the Spirit; who therefore is proved to 
fol ate be very Cod; and by that argument teo, for the fake oF - 
ms; which, ſome have denied him to be Gde. 

TY Es % 


— 
- 


U Matth, iii. 16. The Spirit or God. 


The Spirit, ſay they, is not God, becauſe. he is only the 
Spirit 7 God. But ſo likewife the 44a 8pirir, whende © 
the Apoſtle has taught us to borrow an Idea of the Divine, 
is the Spirit OF a man; yet, was it ever pretended, that 
the Hyirit, for this reaſon, is one Being, and the man"ano-/ 
ther? No, certainly: and the ſame muſt be true of God, 
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and the Spirit 7 God; as far as the Being of the hn 


N is three perſons. But there is the plaineſt teſtimony of 
Scripture, that the Spirit, though ſaid to be the Spirit Of 


cane upon him was one, and the perſon Who departed f 


. Hence it is objected, that the Holy Ghoſt is ſabſervient 


+ Rom. viii. 26. The Spirit itſelf maketh in- 


done this: therefore it is wicked and falſe to Tay that he 
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who is one perſon, can be an image of the /ame Gau, N 


e is alſo called by the expreſs name of - Febowel 
imſelf. For it is written, Zudg. xv. 14. that the h 
OF Jehovah CAME upon Sam/on. Vet at Chap. wy 
20. it is ſaid, that Jebowab himſelf DEPARTED fig 
Sim. Till it can be ſhewn, then, that the perſon wi 


him was another ; it is undeniable, that the Spirit, though 
ſaid to be OF 7ehowah, is ſtriftly and properly Fehovdl 
himſelf. Re ; e 1 * * 31 AG 1 
IS em 
+ Heb. ii. 4. Gop alſo bearing them witneſs 
with — gifts of the Holy Ghoſt according to 
his own will. d 
and ſubordinate to the Will of another; therefore he can- 
not be the ſupreme and true God. But if this owvn wil 
of God ſhould prove to be no other than the ai of the 
Spirit, this imaginary objection of the Arians, which i 


— wk FY 


it be an error muſt alſo be a blaſphemy, will turn io! | 
demonſtration againſt them. And that the «vil! of Gil 
really is the- of the Spirit, is manifeſt from i . 
xii. 11. All theſe worketh that one and the /elf-ſame SPI 


RIT, dividing to every man ſeverally as HE (even he bits 
elf) WILLETH. | n 


oY Ay 


Nl... 


tercęſſion for us. 


The Spirit is not God, becauſe he abe Interciſſa 
with God; and God, as it is imagined, cannot intercedt 
with Bimſelf. But it is a matter of fact, that he has aQually 
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. * 


canal. 
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and it was done by interceſſion. 


fible for God to give, to proceed from, or to /end, himjelf. 


fon, in which caſe it might be a contradiction: but the 
Scriptures demonſtrate, as it will be ſeen in the following 
Chapter, that God is three F re and then there is no 
contradiction in any of theſe things. It is alſo to be ob- 
ſerved, that the giving, proceeding, ſending, and miniftra- 
tion of the Eternal Spirit to Chriſ in Glory, are terms that 
concern not the divine nature, but relate merely to the 
as and offices, which the ſeveral perſons of the bleſſed Tri- 
nity have mercifully condeſcended to take upon them, for 
conducting the preſent Economy of man's redemption and 
andtification. | „„ | TILED: 


fſervient 
he can- 
wn Wil 


7 of ih tures of the Old Teflament are, upon the ſubject of the Ti. 
vi *; and that without having recourle to them upon every 
ns occaſion, it is impoſſible for me or for any man to deal 


By this time, I take it for granted, every pious reader 


every Scribe, or teacher, inffructed into the kingdom of hea- 
ven, ſhuuld bring forth out of his treaſure, things NEW 


every turn, to the Law, the Prophets, and the P/alms, for 
the teſtimony of his own doctrine; and the Church has 
followed his example, from the days of the Apoſtles, al- 


Teſtament from being no part of the Scripture, that it is 
the book, and the only book, the Goſpel calls by the name 
of te Scripture. It was this book, which the noble and faith» 
fal Bereans ſearched every day of their lives, to ſee whe- 


> 


ther 


oe ras HOLY GHOST. | jj 

cat; For God reconcile the world TO HIMSELF, * 
The other Objections I meet with, are all of this 1 
ſtamp: as that the Spirit is ſaid to be given, to proceed, to 

be ponred out, to be /ent ; and they argue that it is impoſ- 


But here the queſtion is begged, that God is but one per- 


muſt have obſerved, how copious and concluſive the Scrifn 


fairly and honeſtly by the Apoſtolical Doctrine of the 
Church of England. Our Lord himſelf has told us, that 


and OLD *. It was his own practice. He appealed, at 


mt down to the preſent times. And ſo far is the Old Y 
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ther the Goſpel then preached; and afterwards ipublifet! 
ia the New Teftament, was agreeable to it; with the inten! 
tion, either to receive or reject it, as it ſhould appear ty 
be recommended by this Authority. It was this Boch 

for his fill in which, Apollos is praiſed as one windy in thi 
Scriptures; the ſame Seriptures, of which St. Paul. was bold 
to aſſirm, for the benefit of a brother Chriſfiun, that they 
were able to make bim wi/e unto ſalualion, through Faith tha 
is in Chriſt Jeſus. As long as this Faith flouriſhed in the 
Church, theſe Scriptures were much read and profitably! 
underſtood : but new it is dwindled into a dry lifoleſs 851. 
tem of Morality, they are become in a manner uſeleſs; 
and ſome (it giieves me to ſay it) even of thoſe who han 
undertaken to teach others, want themſelves to be taupht! 
again this firſt Element of Chriſtianity, that che New Tele, 
ment can never be underſtood and explained, but by coms 
paring it with the O/d. . 1 39 
Of this Error and its conſequences, we have a ſad exams | 
ple in the celebrated Dr. Clarke; a man, whoſe talent 
might have adorned the Doctrine of Chriſt, had not hi 
Faith been eaten up by an Heathen Spirit of Imagination} 
and Philoſophy. He publiſhed a Book entitled, T be Seri; 
ture Doctrine of the Trinity; a work of great pains and pte 
meditation. In a ſhort preface, he allows the Subject tob 
of the greateſt importance in religion not to be treated of carts 
leſaly — but examined by a jericas ludy of the WHO 
SCRIPTURE. And to convince the world that this ail 
no other was his own practice, he affirms in his ſerroduction 
p. 17. and prints it in capital, that he has collected ALY 
re Texts relating to that matter. Yet his whole Collectio 
is finiſhed and ſhut up without a Single Text from the Os 
Teſlament ! 1 c:nnot find that he has even mentioned ſuch & 
Book. The Chriſtian Revelation,“ ſays he, p · 1. 
«« the Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles.” This he call 
4. — The Books of Scripture; and again, p. 8 
1 The Books of Scriptüre— not only the Rule, but the Wl 
% and the only Rule of Trath — the only Foundation We 
4% have to go upon And he proves it thus becauſe i 
„ man has ſince pretended to have any new Revelation 
An argument that will prejudice few people in favour 
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is ſincetity. For though there has been no ae Reve- / 
%% SUNCE the Books of the New Teſtament, as we all 
onfeſs : does it follow that there was. no old Revelation | 
EFORE them? and did this author never read, that the 
me GOD, who pate in the/e laſt days by his Son, ſpaks - 

time paſt unto the fathers ły the Prophets *? yet he af- _ 
(5 to know nothing at all of the matter.. = 


And as to the uſe he makes of the New Teſfament, Woo 
ould expect, that a man who has made Nothing of one 
alf of God's Revelation, ſhonld be very nice in his treat- 
ent of the other? In the firſt place, he has not vouch- _ 
afed to follow the Apoſtle's Direction of comparing /piri- 
al things with ſpiritual, thence to collect their true mean- 
ng; but ſets down his Texts in ſuch an order, as makes 
em to be all ſingle and independent of one another; 
nd that gives all poſſible liberty to the Imagination' to 
hruſt in what ſort of comment it pleaſes. When he re- 
rs to any parallel place (which I think is never done, 
at on one ſide of the Queſtion) the Reader is not diredted 
o the text itſelf, but to the meaning he has faſtened upon 
t. At the beginning of every chapter, he ſets down his 

wn opinion at large, as the Title of it: and you are to 
clieve, that all the paſſages of that Diviſion do certainly 
rove it; which if cleared of his comments, and com- 
fared with other texts, are found to prove no ſuch thing, 
ut the very contrary, And this he calls The Scripture 
Doctrine of the Trinity but if we call it by its true name, 

t is — Clarke's Doctrine of the Scriptare; that is, of 
alf the Scripture, How it came to paſs, that he ſhould 
bus boldly ſet down his own reſolutions upon the moſt 
profound article of the Chriſtian Faith, without conſult- 
ag all the Evidence that relates to it, or rightly exa- 
Wining any pare of it: boa this came to paſs, God is to 
letermine, to whom all things are naked and open. All I 
ave to do with him, is to reſcue the Word of God from 
uch deceitful handling. And I have prevailed with my- 
elf to make theſe few Reflections, becauſe I find ſome 
nodern Objectors of a lower Claſs, have uſed this Book 
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in Converſation and in Print, as the Oracle of the "Re 
taking the Scripture upon ruſt as his principles would yy 
him leave to retail it. I know it will be accounted an 
thizg, and called invidious, to rake thus into the 4% 
a writer, who 1s not alive to anſwer for himſelf. And! 

_ confeſs, I am very far from taking any pleaſure in it. 
is it not much harder, that the aſhes of this man ſhould] 
ſcattered over the land, to breed and inflame the plague 
Hereſy, till the whole Bead is fick and the heart faint, © 
the 1 bedy full of putrifying blains and ſores? Arie 
is now no longer a peffilence that walketh 7 darkneſs, 
that brazens it out againſt the ſun's light, and 4 
in the nc day. It is a canker, which if it be encen 
much longer, will certainly eat out the vitals of Chrif 
ity in this kingdom: and when the faith is gone, 
"Church in all probability will ſoon follow after it; 45 
the holy oil be waſted and ſpilt, the 3 that was u 
to hold 1 it, Will be of no farther _— 
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| CHD 
The Hebrew name ſo often uſed in the OW Toft 
which we have tranſlated by the word God, is Blebin WY. . 
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"noun ſubſtantive of the plural number, regularly k « x 
from its fengular *, and very frequently joined with p « x 
m and nb: fee the Heb. of Dear, Exil 17. and Heb L m | 
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erbs and plural adjectives, to expreſs a plurality in the 
vine nature: though for another obvious reaſon, it is 
nerally conſtructed with verbs and pronouns of the fin- 
auler number, and gives a good ſenſe, though the Gram- 
lar of it be ſomewhat irregular. 


a plural noun, but on ſome particular occaſions. Who- 
ver will be at the pains to Examine their reaſoning, will 
nd it to be very childiſh and inconſiſtent, wholly owing 
p their hatred againſt the divinity of Fe/us Chriſt, and the 
ation of a Trinity. But when the Few is become a 
brifian, and the ſtumbling-block of the Cro/s removed 
at of his way, he can allow the name E/obim to be plural 

readily as other men; and it is one of the principal 
ints he chuſes to inſiſt upon, to convince the world that 
is eyes are open, and he is ſincere in his profeſſion of the 
Iridian religion. . 
Jebn Xeres, a Jew, converted here in Exgland about 
orty years ago, publiſhed a ſenſible and affectionate ad- 
Ireſs to his unbelieving brethren, wherein he lays before 


racizg the Chriſtian. The Chriſtians, (ſayshe*) confeſs 
* Zeſus to be God; and it is this that makes us look upon 
HE: the Goſpels as books that overturn the very principles 
of religion, the truth of which is built upon this article, 
| the Unity of God. In this argument lies the ſtrength of 
80 bat you object againſt the Chriſtian religion.“ Then. 
he undertakes to prove that the unity of God is not ſuch as 
be once underſtood it to be, an unity of Per/or, but of E 
e, under which more perſons than one are comprehend- 
e; and the firſt proof he offers is that of the name Elobim. 
by elſe, ſays he 1, is that frequent mention of God 
dy noans of the plural number? as in Ges. i. 1. where 
* the word Elobim, which is rendered God, is of the plu- 
* number, though annexed to a verb of the ſingular 
„number; which demonſtrates as evidently as may be, 
* that there are ſeveral perſons partaking of the ſame di- 
vine nature anè Eſſence. | 
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The Jeaus would perſuade us not to conſider this word 


hem his reaſons for leaving the Jewiſh religion and em- 
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more of the ſame kind. Others there are who tell us it 


certainly no figure of ſpeech that will allow any ſingle pq 


Come now and let us reaſen together.“ chap. i. ver. 18 


„ then we may allow ſome force in this argument *.” 
And ſo we may if it does not. For let us reaſon refen 


man refers only to an act of the Godhead. All ſpirits cas 
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Sen. i. 26. And cop faid, let vs make man 11 
ou image, after oux likeneſfss. 
No ſenſible reaſon can be given, why God ſhould ſel, : 
of himſelf in the plural number, unleſs he confiſts of nelliii- 
rſons than one. Dr. Clarke contrived the plan of xp 
Scripture Doctrine ſo as to leave out this difficulty with may bj 


a figurative way of ſpeaking, only to expreſs the dignity 
God, not to denote any plurality in him. For they obſeny 
it is cuſtomary for a King, who is only one perſon, i 
ſpeak of himſelf in the ſame Style. But how abſurd isi 
that God ſhould borrow his way of ſpeaking from a Ky 
before a man was created upon the earth! And even grau 
ing this to be poſſible, yet the caſes will not agree. 5g 
though a King or Governor may ſay «s and ve, there j 


ſon to ſay, one of us, when he ſpeaks only of himſelf. þ 
is a phraſe that can have no meaning, unleſs there be n 
perſons than one to chuſe out of. Vet this, as we hal 
find, is the Style in which God has ſpoken of himſelf i 
tle following article. Though it be impoſlible to aps 
ply this plural expreſſion to any bur the Perſons of the 
Godhead, there is a writer who has attempted to turn tb 
force of it by another text, in which, as he ſays vel 
truly, the weakneſs of the argument will appear at fight 
God. invites the people by the prophet 7/a/ah, and for 


Upon which he remarks, that, if this form of expreſſion 
puts the children of Iſrael upon an equality with God, 


to an act common to all ſpirits; and therefore no Chnl- 
tian ever thought of arguing from it. But ler us mail 


reaſan : but only the ſupreme Spirit can create. Therefore 
the author, inſtead of anſwering the expreſſion, hath on! 


1 See an Appeal to tbe Common Senſe of all Chriſtian People, p. 23% | 
=>. SEL brought! 
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If the King were to ſay to another, let us /e, or 
let us breathe,” no man would be ſo weak as to think 
t the expreſſion denoted any equality or co-ordination 
d Gl: the perſon ſo ſpoken to. But if he ſhould ſay, “ Jet us 


s of mi pardon a malefactor condemned by the law, then the 
an of xpreſſion would admit of ſuch an inference. And the 


ith mu bjector might have been aware of theſe diſtinctions, if he 
Ius it ad not prematurely Tettled his faith before he had con- 
ignit) M:1:cd the Holy Scripture. ET. 


/ obſery 5 f i Pe 

ſon, i | . III. 5 . 

2 en. iii. 22. And the Lon p cob ſaid, behold 
5 orig the man is become like ong of us. 


bs, 8 1 
there j 
gle Pere | 
elf. il 


be mil is they term it p71 Fa. his houſe of judgment, made up 
we uf angels, &c. to which there needs no anſwer but that of 
mſelf e prophet, a hath known the mind of the Lord, or whe 
to ap bath been his counſellor „ 2 

s of the I = | | IV. 


urn the 


hey endeavour to put it off, by telling us, God muſt 


ys . xi. 6, 7. And the Lord ſaid—let us go 


7 7 down and there confound (Heb. let us con- 
d n bound) their language. | 
er. 16, = | 


preflion 
h God, the voice of the LORD, ſaying, whom ſhall I ſend, and who 


I 37 
| wm a ſhort note of Junius and Tremellius, which contains the 
Chi ſubſtance of all that can be ſaid upon the occaſion — 
5 00! BN an confilium off Dei Patris, Filii, & Spiritus Sandi” 
jon For this (ſay they) is a conſultation of God the Father, 
75 oh the Son, and the Holy Gh.. And it ſhall be proved te 


139. 5 Rom. xi. 34» and Iſai. xl. 13. 
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rooght together two texts as widely different as God an 4 


The Jews are preatly perplexed with this paſſage. 


Another inſtance of this occurs in I/aiah vi. 8. T heard 


will go for us? Upon the plural word Vobis, us, there is 


there be underſtood to ſpeak of himſelf and his council, or 
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| be fo, in a proper place, from an n inſpired comment = 
7 0 puck of ne. 83 f 
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Gin 1 4 And it came to o pen whey 
_ © Gop cauſed me to wander from wy label 
houſe, &c. ET Rs 


The 83 Deu errare re facerent — Cod 
cauſed me to wander : Which, - however ſtrange it my 
ſound to an Eng lib hearer, is the tri grammatical 
dering of the original. And the expreſſion is affirmed by 
Junius and Tremeliizs, with other commentators out 0 
number, to reſpect the plurality of the perſons in the God 
head. They have a ſhort note upon it to the follow 

effect Plurale verbum cum Dei nomine, ad indie 
dum 8. Triados ayſerium: which I mention, not in tht 
way of an authority, but only to ſhew how clear the cat 

is to an Hebrew reader, whoſe mind is without prejudice 
And though others may have attempted to conceal ſud 
evidence as this under an heap of critical rubbiſh, yerd 
we are to come to no reſolution till thoſe who diſlike the 
doctrine of a ILrinity have done diſputing about the wwrll 
that convey it, the day of judgment itſelf would find w 
undetermined, And if we would but attend to this flaws 
of ihe caſe, and apply it alſo to other points of doctrine, 
am well convinced it would ſhorten many of our diſpate 
and make the word of God a much more eaſy and intell 
gible book than it paſſes for at preſent. | 


VI. 


Cen. xxv. 7. — there 60D appeared unt 
1 . > 


Here again the PO OR: verb is plural. — Den rev 

 tati ant God they appeared, or were revealed 10 lis 

f So a in 2 Sam. vii. 23. even like Ifracl bas 
2 God went fo redeem - which in the original is — ** 
rat Dexs ad redimendum ; the verb being i in the Plural. A 
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entured to render ĩt 


ie Hngular. | „ 

| | | : | VII. i 
Deut. iv. 7. What nation is there fo great, 
that nl cob ./o nigh unto them? &c. 


zlural adjecti ve, whoſe termination is the ſame with its 
wn ; for the original has it——Elobim Kerebim——Degs 
inqui—God who are /o near- Another inſtance 


Lerd, for he is an holy God. For the Hebrew reads it— 
Wu: ſancti ipſe, e is a God who are holy ones. And 


rigeth the earth ; the Hebrew of which i- Deur ju» 


uezing in the earth. 
- Vilke - 


S-rera] other nouns there are beſide the name Elohim, as 

Kell adjective as ſubſtantive. that are ſet down in the x 
= number, where it cannot be denied that the Tug of 
i 15 to be underſtood by them. 

MI. i. 6. If I be a MASTER, where is my fear ? 
de Heb. is 221K Adenin, in the Pluraimn— I am 
Tzfers, &c. 

N Hh. 5. For thy Mater is thine huſband, the Lord « 
Hs: is bis name. Here alſo the Hebrew ſubſtantives for > 


1 Pazrinus in his interlineary verfion publiſhed by Moxtanuss 
8 maler 
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elebrated Zola tranſfator * * che Old Tetament has | 
—iverunt Dii add redimendum : but 

Di; in Latin is not anſwerable to Elobin in the Hebrew ; 

nd, in ſtrictneſs, may be thought to countenance the no- 

fon of Tritbeiſin or a plurality of Gods; which is abhor- 

nt from the expreſs doctrine of the ſcripture ; and againſt . 
vhich the name Elehim is purpoſely guarded, by its be- 
ng connected ſo very nes with verbs and Pronouns in 


In the two preceding articles we have ſeen the name 
pf God connected with plural verbs : it is here joined to 


f which we have in Feb. xxiv. 19. T7 cannot ſerve the 


gin, P/al. Iviii. 12. Dowbileſs there is a God that. 
ICaNteS in terra Ged (i. e. divine * who are 
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Tut PLURALITY wand. 
maker and thy huſband, are both plural——pwy Toru 
And to prove that pwy cannot ſignify r maker, in the 
ſingular number, it is alſo found connected with the word 
Fehowah in its ſingular form, without the » inſerted ; ai 
{/ai. li. 13. And forgetteſt the Lord thy maker — 
— ..., VVV 
Feel. xii. 1. Remember thy Creator in th: days uf th 
youth, &c. The Hebrew of which is Remember ni 
Nm yy Creators, in the- plural. And there is nothinifi 
' - range in this, when we can prove ſo eaſily that the woll 
and all men in it were created by a Trinity, . . © | 
Inſtead of the uſual names of God, adjecti ves expreſing 
ſome divine attribute are very frequently ſubſtituted : aul 
theſe alſo occur in the plural, as in the following er 
amples. . EIT oo i. #9 Tn 
Prov. ix. 10. The fear of the Lord is the beginning i 
ewi/dom, and the knowledge (Ev wip) of the HOL 
_ONES 7s underſtanding. Another inſtance of which my 
be found in Chap. xxx. 3. ſee alſo Haſea xi. 12. in 
SW %%% ( TT on 
Ecel. v. 8. There be HIGHER than they, The H 
brew is ( οmaa) high ones, in the plural; and 1s unde 
ſtood even by the Jeaus themſelves to mean the holy a 
Elefſed God. Funius and Tremellius put altiſimus in tha 
text, but acknowledge the Hebrew to be 401. —— pluril 
pro fingulari ſuperlativo, myſterium 8. Triados notans.” | 


Phalm Ixxviii, 2 5. Man did eat Angels food. 


The word (t] /]⁰ N) mighty ones, is never uſed i 
Angel:; and muſt in this place fignify God, for the tn 
following reaſons : 1. Becauſe Abir in the ſingular is fe 
vera] times uſed abſolutely as a name of God; who is call 

ed Abir Iſrael, the mighty one of Ijrael, and Abir Tatnh 

the mighty one of Facob. Gen. xlix. 24. Pſal. exxxii. 
where the LXX. have rendered it O-. 2. Becauſe ol 
bleſſed Saviour, in diſcourſing upon the Manna, | j# 
vi. 31——33 quotes this part of the Pſalm, and ci 
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„ TRINITY ox PERSONS... 
„at /;- Bread of God from heaven, which in the Pfalm 
y 155 8 is called - bread of the mighty. Therefore Ab:irim 
he unis put for Flobim, and is taken in the plural becauſe God 
d is plural. VVV „ 
— A 
„. iv. 26. And whereas THEY commanded to 
nochn leave the ſtump of the tree- roots, & c. 
N | At the 13th verſe of this Chapter we read only of one 
xpreſſng watcher or holy one coming down from heaven, of whom 
ed: ani it is ſaid that HE cried —— leave the flump of his roots 
fing is be carb. Vet the number is here very remarkably. 
292-4 changed from he ſaid to they commanded, And though the 
nning of words of the curſe upon Nebuchadnezzar were pronounced 
Hl by A watcher and An holy one, in the ſingular; nevertheleſs, 
ich mat the cloſe of the ſpeech, this mazter is declared to be by 
„ in the decree of the WATCHERS and the demand by the word 

/e HOLY ONES*. Now it is very certain that the 
"he HAY judgments of God are not founded upon the decree and 
s unde 5:01 of Angels, or of any created beings : therefore this 
holy u warcber could be no ereated angel, but a perſon in the 
in tha Lord 7:howah, who condeſcends to watch over * his peo- 
ni e, and is called the 4eeper of Iſrael, that neither 7 roo 
n. (47% nor ſlecpetb. The change of theſe verbs and nouns. 

from the tingular to the plural, can be accounted for upon 

1 no other principle: it is a caſe to which there is no pa- 
food. rallel in any language, and ſuch as can be reconcileable on- 

| ly to the Being of God, whv is one and many. We are to 
1ſed | collect from it, that in this, as in every act of the God- 
the head, there was a confent and concurrence of the perſons 
axis 4 in the Trinity; and though there was oze only who /pake, 
3 is ci it vas the ard and deorce of all. There is an inſtance of 
Jau bis fort in the New- Teſtament. The Diſciples of Crit 
Xxxii. were commanded to baptize in the name of the Father, and 
auſe oof be Sen, and of the Holy Ghoſt, And, without doubt, the 
a, Jo - | 35 


nd cat ver. 17, Compare this with Prov. ix. 10. cited in No. VIII. of 


is chapter. 2 Fer. xxxi. 28. 
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| baptiſm they adminiſtered was in all caſes agreeable to the f 
Preſcribed form. Nevertheleſs we are told of ſome, who ! 
| were:commanded to be baptized in the name of the Lord . 12 
- and particularly, in the name of tbe Lord Feſus * : ſo tht . * 
*_ = there was a ſtrange defect either in the baptiſm itſelf, o WF” the « 
| in the account we have of it; or the mention of one per. 
ſon in the Trinity muſt ;mply the preſence, name, and au. 
thority of them all; as the paſſage is underſtood by Ire. 
næus— in Chriſti nomine ſubauditur qui unxit, & qui unfu? 
eft, & ip/a unctio in qua undtus . Lib. III. cap. 20. 


Dan. v. 18. The moſt high coD gave to M. 
buchadnezzar a kingdom and majeſty. and 
glory and honour. . 72 


V. 20. And Trey took his glory from him. Th 

| a | | | 2 4 ſigne 

Here again, the word hey is a plain relative to the 9 the rr 

Þizh God. Nor can it otherwiſe be agreeable to the ſenſe of te: 


of the hiſtory, or the reaſon of the thing itſelf, conſidered 
as a matter of fact. For who was it that root away the 
glory of the king? It was not the work of men, but a ſe 
- pernatural act of the mot high God; to whom Nebuchadnez- 
=ar himſelf hath aſcribed it 


—— thoſe that avalk in pritt = 
NE 7s able to abaſe. Ns | 
I might here ſubjoin in proof of a plurality, thoſe nume- dy 
rous paffages of the Old Teſtament, wherein God is ſpoken n 
of, or {feaks of himſelf, as of more perſons than one. 1 will T 
produce a few of them, to ſhew that ſuch are not wanting. EF 
Sen. Xix. 24. The Lord rained upen Sodom and upon G- 770 
morrah brimffone and fire from the Lord out of heaven Mm 
P/al. ex. 1. The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou on 1 Chi 
r:ght band, &c. Dan. ix. 17. Now therefore, O our God, "Fs 
bear the prayer of thy ſervant —— for the Lord's ate AT 
Prov. xxx. 4. Who hath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the "WP 
earth? What is his name, and what is his Son's name, i the 


1 255 x. 48. *Iid. Ville 16. 4 
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TRINITY or PERSONS. 3 


hou canſt tell?  1/ai. x. 12. When the Lord hath per form- 
J his whole work upon Feruſalem I will puniſh, & c. 1bid. 
iti, 13. 1 will ſhake the heavens, and the earth ſhall re- 
move out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of Hoſts, and 
iu the day F his fierce, anger. Ibid. xxii. 19. Aud I will 
Urive thee from thy flation, and from thy flate ſhall he pull 
bee down. Jbid. Ixiv. 4. Neither hath the eye ſeen, O 
God, befide thee, what he hath prepared for him that wait- 
th for him. Hof. i. 7. I will have mercy upon the houſe of 
Judah, and will ſave them by the Lord their God. Zech. 
ii. 10——11. 1 will dwell in the midſt of thee, Jaith the 
Lord; and many nations ſhall be joined to the Lord in that 
day and ſhall be my people; and I will dwell in the midſt of 
thee, and thou ſhalt know that the Lord of Hoſts hath ſent me 
unto thee, Ibid. x. 12. And I will ſtrengiben them in the 
Lord, and they ſhall walk up and down in his name, ſaith 
the Lord, - N 1 8 N 
The Paſſages hitherto produced in this Chapter are de- 
fened only to prove an indefinite plurality in God. In 
the remaining part of it, I ſhall bring forward another claſs 
of texts, which ſhews this plurality to be a Trinity. 

£5. ; 8 

> | 

F/al. Xxxxiii. 6. By the worD of the Lorp 
were the heavens made, and all the hoſt 
of them by the Breath (Heb. spikir) of his 
mouth. | n 
The breath or ſpirit of the Lord's mouth, does undoubt- 
edly mean the third perſon of the Trinity ; who is called, 
Job xxxiii. 4. The Spirit of God, and the Breath of the 
Amighty. And it ſhould here be remembered, that when 
Chriſt communicated the Holy Gheft to his diſciples, he did 
it by breathing upon them“: a demonſtration that Chri 
our Saviour, who, as a perſon, is the word of the Lord, is 


in nature the Lord himſelf; becauſe the ſpirit or breath of 
the Almighty is alſo the breath of Chrift, And this fact is 


1 Febn xX. 22 
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alſo 
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Ti. OY 16, And now the road oon 


dclare himſelf to be ent, not only by the Lord Ged, but ali 
by his Spirit which ſhould be taken ſome notice of, be 


„ al Jecifive fir the word FILIOQU E, '@ much & of his 0 
_ ! in the Wome Greet: 3 He pro 
5 e d we 

A Ko © XII. 3 a 


his SPIRIT hath ſent ME, 5 


The ſpeaker i in this verſe i is no other than Cin. md 
ver. 12. calls himſelf the firſt and the laß, and does here de 


cauſe the 4rians have objected to the co- equality of the qu th 
with the Father, becauſe he is ſaid to be ſent by him. By ne 
if this ſhould hold, it will follow that Ch, for the ſam 

reaſon, is alſo inferior ta the. Spirit. The author. of a 8 

Hay on Spirit, whoſe violent proceedings in the Church In 

have chiefly moved me to draw up theſe papers, is wam f ,;: o 
in the purſuit of this argument, that Chr: is inferior tothe elude 
Father, becauſe he was ſent by him. We may there. vnde 
«« fore, ſays he, fairly argue, as our Saviour himſelf dos Wl detei 
«« upon another occaſion—that as the ſervant is not equal 
* to his Lord, jo neither is he that is ſent equal 10 him that! 

« ſent him. Not quite ſo fairly: for here is a groſs 
miſrepreſentation, of Shick; and of many. other things, N 
this author ſhould give us ſome account, before he pro- 5 
ceeds any farther in the work of reformation; it being 2 f 

maxim, I think, with the wiſe and learned, that a man 

ſhould always reform himſelf, before he undertakes to re- | 
form the world. Upon the occaſion he refers to, our Sa- 

viour has ſaid —— The Servant is NOT GREATER 

Iban his Lord; neither is he that is ſent GREATER thas 

be that ſent bim z. But in the place of this, he has ven - a 
tured to ſubſtitute another reading that comes up to bis the 
point, and agrees better with the intended work of Refor- Je. 
mation —““ he that is ſent is not equal to hin that ſent | thi 
bim; printing the word egual in a different character pe 

to make 1 it the more obſervable ; and then puts an ag Pp 

t 

th 


J P. 98. 2 Fobn x xiii. 16. 
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of his own forging into his mouth of our bleſſed: Saviour. 
He profeſſes himſelf a great enemy to human compoſitions e 
and we have reaſon to believe him, where thoſe compoſi- 
tions are not his ewn. But his making ſo free with this and 
many other texts, does not look as if, he was any great 
friend to the compoſitions of the Holy Ghoſt - and can de 
but little credit to a Yindicator of the Holy ys ade from - 
the cavils and W of an Infidel. 


XIII. 


Ja. ps 16. Seek ye out of: the Book of 
the Lord and read — for My mouth it 
hath commanded, and mis SPIRIT | it bath 
gathered them. | 


ſa theſe words, there is one perde ſpeaking of the . 
ri: of another perſon ; fo that the whole Trinity is here in- 
cluded, Whether God 7he Father or God the Son Is to be 
underſtood as the ſpeaker, i it is neither eaſy nor material to 
determine. I am rather inclined to . it is the former, 

XIV. 


* 
— 


Numb. vi. 24, &c. ä 

The Lob bleſs thee and keep hich, 

The Loxp make his face to ſhine upon. thee, 
and be gracious. unto thee. _ 

The Lox lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace. 


After chis form the High Prieſt was commanded to bleſs 
the children of Iſrael. I he name of the Lord, in Hebrew 
Jehovah, is here repeated three times. And parallel to 
this is the form of Chriſtian Baptiſm ; wherein the three 
perſonal terms of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are not re- 
preſented as ſo many different names, but as one name: 
the one divine nature of God being no. more divided by 


theſe three, than by the ſingle name * thrice * 
; e 


Petrus Alp bonſi, an eminent Jew, converted in the be- 


nuum fic digitos compoſuit, ut Triada exprimerent=—he lifted 
1p his bands, and diſpoſed his fingers into ſuch a ore as t0 (xs 


ſomething very remarkable in it. See Ob/erv. Fal. dt. 
wvoif. in Pug. Fid. p. 400, 5 56, 557. 


| Matth, xxviii. 19. Baptizing them in the 


2 750. in. 5. The Lokd (the Holy-Ghoft, ſee 


"WG. .TCuS:PLORALITY 42w+: 5 

ed. If the three articles of this benediction be attentively 
cConfidered, their contents will be found to agree reſpec. . 
tively to the three perſons taken in the uſual order of h Wl 2 Cor 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Gheft. The Faber is the SU 
author of Sang and preſervation. Grace and illuminating; col 
are from the Sen, by whom we have the light of tbe know 
ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chrift, "Pra Int 
is the gift of the Spirit, whoſe name is the Comforter, and r is 
whoſe firſt and beſt fruit is the work of Peace. Ghoſt 


ginning of the 12th Century, and preſented to the font by 
Alphonſus a king of Spain, wrote a learned treatiſe again 
the Jeaus, wherein he preſſes them with this Scripture, 2 
a plain argument that there are /hree perſons to whom the 
great and incommunicable name of Fehowah is applied. And 
even the unconverted Jeaus, according to 7 0 dts of 

their Rabbies, have a tradition, that when the high Prieſt 
pronounced this Bleſſing over the »people—s/ewatione na -· 


preſf a Trinity, All the foundation there is for this in the 5 
Scripture, is Lev. ix. 22. As for the reſt, be it a matter an 
of fact or not, yet if we conſider whence it comes, there is Th 


XV. 


name of the FATHER, and of the sox, aud 
of the RoLyY GHOST. ; eg 


S TESTS, a 
. ' 5 a ; 


| c. 2. art. 4 » 18.) direct | your hearts into the 


love of cop (the Father) and into the pa- * 
tient waiting for CHRIST, — BY 
. 1 
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1 Cor. xiii. 14. The grace of our Lord IE 


— 


the YI sus cHRIST, and the love of cob, and the, - BY 
vin communion of the HOLY GHOST. 7 
2000s | 5 12 * noo 1 4 8 8 : , wane, . "3 
act? In this and the. foregoing article, the order of the per- 

and 1: is different from that of Marth. xxviii. 19. The Holy + 


Ghoſt having the fr place in the former of them, and 


be. Chriſt in the latter: which is a ſufficient warrant for that 
| by clauſe in the Creed of St. Athanaſins—** In this Trinity, 
ink . none is afore or after other. And Dr. Clarke, I pre- 
, 2; WW fume, apprehended ſomething of this fort; becauſe he has 
corected the Apoſtle, and tranſpoſed the order of the per- 
bes m 2 Cor. xiii. 14. without the leaſt apology, or giving 
| of: e 


his reader any warning of it. $. LV. p. 377. 


| C0000 

fied r bn v. 7. There are THREE that bear re- 
accord in heaven, the raTHER, the worp 

ter and the HOLY: GHOST :: 8 2 
#18 | 


There has been much diſputing about the authenticity 
of this Text. I firmly believe it to be genuine for the fol- 
lowing reaſons: I. St. Jerom®*, who had a better oppor- 
tunity of examining the true merits of the cauſe than we 
can poſſibly have at this diſtance of time, tells us plainly, 
that he found out how it had been adulterated, miſtranſ- 
lated, and omitted on purpoſe to elude the truth. 2. The 


1d Divines of Lowain having compared many Latin copies, — 
ound this text wanting but in fixe of them; and R. Ste- > 1 
ens found it retained in nine of ſixteen ancient manu: l 

f ſeripts which he uſed. 3. It is certainly quoted twice by 1 

5 dt, Cyprian *, who wrote before the council of Nice: and 

© io by Tertullian; as the reader is left to judge after he 

e has read the Paſſage in the Margin . Dr. C/arke, therefore, 1 


2 | Pref; ad Canon. Epiſt, 2 De Unit. Eccl. 10g. Epiſt. LXXIII. 
5 3 Connexus patris in filio, & filii in paracleto, tres efficit cohærentes, 
alterum ex altero; qui tres unum ſunt, &c. adv, Prax. 
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is not to be Aale when he tells us, it was 18 never cited ex 
56 by any of the Latins before St. Jerem. 4. The ſenſe . 72 
is not perfect without it; there being a'contraſt of three WI « th 
witneſſes in heaven to three upon earth ; the Father,/the « 15 
Word, and the Holy Ghoft, whoſe teſtimony is called the Wl « th 
avitne/5 of God; and the Spirit, the water, and the Blood, « go 
which being adminiſtered by the Church upon earth, i; Wl 727i 
called the wvitne/5 of men. He that defires to ſee this ten God! 
farther vindicated from the malice of F auſtus Sociaus, may Wl capal 
- conſult Pools Snopſis, and Pr. Hammond; and I wiſh he Tl 
would alſo read what has lately been publiſhed upon it by Wi « 741 
my good and learned friend Dr. Days in bis volume of WY Lord 
Sermons, p- 69, &c. 8 a ili 
But even allowing it to be ſpurions, it contains nothing never 
but what-is abundantly aſſerted elſewhere; and that both an L. 
with regard to the Trinity in genera], and this their di. the 
vine Te/timony in particular. For that there are three di- ther 
vine perſons who bear record to the Miſſion of Chris. is evi. Thra 
dent from the following Scriptures: Ti 
ohn viii. 17, 18. The Teftimony of two men 159 true, from 
Jam ONE that bear witneſs of MYSELF. bis (( 
The FATHER that ent me beareth witneſs of „ 

1 John v. 6. It is the SPIRIT that beareth auitneſi. 1 N 
And Chriſt has alſo mentioned, upon another occaſion, a Wl f. 
plurality of witneſſes in heaven, 8 WE F/peak (ſays he) mo 
that we do know, and teftify that we have te, and ye re- 1 pP 
cei ue not OUR Witneſs *! which can be no other ng the +l 
ww#ne/s of the Trinity; becauſe it is added mani 152 
hath aſcended up to heaven, but he that came down 7 hea- * 8 
wen ; therefore no man could join with Chrift in revealing 2 
the Wings of heaven to us. , . Art 

The G 

E XIX. | ln Rex 

Ja. vi. 3. And one cried unto another and ws, 
ſaid, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is the LORD or il ber. 

| proved 

ert. See alſo Rev. iv. 8. | | weaken 

| | word « 

2 See the text in his ad Edition. I. : John | 111. TA * 


55 40 they 


"= , TRINITY or PERSONS. 
ited! ei They are not content (ſays Origen) to lay it-once\or - 3 
ſenſe e /2vice, but take the perfect number of the Trinity, 
hree thereby to declare the manifold Holineſi of God; which „5 
the is a repeated intercommunion of a threefold holineſs ; * | 
- the the holineſs of the Father, the holineſs of the only be: 
ld, Wi © gotten Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ©.” And that the Se- 3 
„ 1; bim did really celebrate all the three perſons of the | 
text WM Godhead upon this occaſion, is no conjecture; but a point : 
may WY capable of the cleareſt demonſtration.” © © © © 
h he The prophet tells us, ver. 1. ve /aw the Lord fitting upon 
it by throne 1 at ver. 5. that bis eyes had ſeen the king, the 

Lord of Hoſts. Now if there be any phraſe in the Bible to 


ditinguiſh the true God, it is this of the Lord of Hofts. I 
never ſaw it diſputed by any Arian writer. The author of 
an E/ay on. Spirit confeſſes it“; and Dr. Clarke ſuppoſes. 


r di- the name Lord of Sabaoth (Jam. v. 4.) proper to the Fa. 
di. ther only. So that in this Lord of Hats, fitting upon his 
Throne, there was the preſence of God the Father. | 


L 


That there was alſo the preſence of God the Son, appears 
from John wit. 41. Theſe things ſaid Eſaias, when he ſaw 
bis (Chriſt's) Glory, and ſpake of bim. 


Non eis ſufficet ſemel clamare ſanctus, neque bis; fed perfectum 
numerum Trinitatis aſſumunt, ut multitudinem ſanctitatis Dei mani- 


4 
Ye feltent; quæ eſt trinæ ſanctitatis repetita communitas; ſanctitas patris, 
5 fanctitas unigeniti filii, & ſpiritus ſancti. Orig. Hom. in loc. 
Zi F, be. 5 Ok lu 985 ; 
the It is written at ver. 3.—— Hay, boly, holy is the Lord of Hoſts, the 
an whole earth is full of mis GLORY. This St. Jobn has affirmed to be 
"5 the Glory of Chriftz but it was the glory of the Lord of Hoſts : there- 
lin fore Chriſt is the Lord of Hoſts. And if the parallel paſſage of Rev. 
ing b. 8. be compared with this, it will appear (as it hath already Chap. 2 


L Art. XXIII.) that be is the God Almighty ſpoken of in that book. 

The Greek verſion of the LXX. hath it thus 3 0 
7, 47e, ayO- K p- 9. "US", GS 

I Rev. iv. 8. it is, ae, ae, ay Ky: o Gee. o wayrorupae 

Tv, Whence it evidently appears, that, Kupi®» o GSS o wayrMpa- 

rue, is equivalent in the language of heaven to 7ehowah Sabaoth : theres _ 

fore, as Chrift is the Lord of Hoſts of the Old Teſtament, ke is thereby 

proved % facto to be the God Almighty of the New. Which ſhews the 

weaknets of thoſe frequent remarks Dr. Clarke has beſtowed upon the 

word @ayToxpaTwe, as the great term of diſtinction between the perſon of 

6br:f, and that of God the Father. © 

LE I And 


245＋2«“‚’ 


O 


hey 


| \ 


eg 


46 un PLURALITY. aw" 


by Bains the Prophet unto or Fathers, ſaying, &c. they 
follow the words which the prophet affirms to have been 


ttiuded by the Orthodox of the Charch ef Eagle A 


no flander ; for let any perſon read his book with a little 
Circumſpection, and he will ſoon find who and what be 


And tit ibese was che preſende of Goal che Holy ad ii 
Pera by Adi xxviii. 25. Well ſpate the Holy Cho 


ſpoken by the Lord of Hofts. 
Ihe text of Jobn xii. 41. which being compared. with 


this of Ijaiah, proves the ſecond perſon of the Trinity to be 
the Zord of Hoſts, is evaded by Dr. Clarke in the following 
manner : : © The Glory which {faias ſaw, 1/ai. vi. 1. 1 

4 plamly the glory — God the Father ; whence the follow. 
4% ers of Sabellius conclude, becauſe St. Jobs here calls it 
© the Glory of Chrift, that therefore the Father and the 802 
& are one and the ſame individual perſon *.”? It is cons 


the perſon of Chriſt, and the perſon of God the Father, 
are not one and the ſame individual perſon, but one and 
the ſame Lord of Heſts; becauſe the Scripture, thus com- 
pared, hath afirmed them ſo to be; and THIS is the c- 
clufion Dr. Clarke ſhould have anſwered. But inkead of 
#475, he has produced the monſtrous and impoſſible doc- 
trine of Sabellius, that they are one and the ſame ia. 
widual perſon, and anſwered that? which to be ſure, is eafil 
done, and is quite foreign to the purpoſe. The other con- 
clufion, which is the only true and natural one, is 
out of fight, becauſe it cannot be anſwered : and this of 
Sabellius is ſlurred upon his credulous Readers, as the doc- 
trine of the orthodax, who diſclaim and abhor it. This it 


would mean by the followers and dectrine of Sabellius. And 
tet me pive the reader the following caution, which he 
will find to be of great ſervice in detecting the fallacions 
anſwers of the Arian writers in their controverſies with 
the orthodox. Always be careful to examine whether they 
have replied to the proof 7//e/f, or to ſomething elſe in the 
place bit. For when you have obtained any clear eri 
dence from the Scripture, that two or more perſons ae 
one God, one Lord, &c. they will give a new f mo 
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TRINITY or PERSONS „ 


concluſion, by changing the terms God or Lord, which are 
names of a nature, for that of per/on, which can belong 
only to an individual. And then they ſhout for victory. 
O, ſay they, this man is a Sabellian! he believes bree 
zerſons to be one perſon! But on the other hand, if you 
make it appear that in the Unity of the one God or Lord 
there are more perſons than one, then they change the, 
word per/ons for that of Gods: ſo that you are confuted 
this way alſo; and they cry you up for a Tritbeiſ, a 
maintainer of tres Gods! By the help of this artifice, 
Dr. Clarke attempted to deal with the Scripture; and the 
Author of an E/ay on Spirit with the Creeds and A 


con. of the Church. And, though it be a matter ſcarce wortie 
, that mentioning, thus alſo the Authors of a Monthly Review 
ther, have attempted to deal with --zy/z/7 Some time ago I 
> and WY publiſhed a full Anfaver to the Effay on Spirit, which has 


fnce been reprinted in Jreland, and I humbly hope may 

have done ſome little ſervice. But when theſe Gentle- 
men had deliberated with themſelves upon it for three or 
four months, it was retailed from their ſcandalous Shop as 


ini. a ſyſtem of Trithei/m, Sabelliani/m, and what not? I hope 
afily God will forgive them ! and this is all the anſwer I ſhalt 


erer make to ſuch men and ſuch writers, 
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1 F there be any diverſity of nature, or any eſſential ſub. 
1 ordination in the perſons of the Godhead, it muſt be re- 
vealed to us either in their names, or their attributes, or T 
their Adi; for it is by theſe only that they are or can poſ- Nat 
fibly be made known to us in this Life. If the Scripture Hel 
has made no difference in any of theſe, farther than that of poſi 
a per/onal diſtinction (which we all allow) we are no lon D 
to doubt that there is a natural or eſſential Unity in th and 


three Perſons of the Father, the Verd, and the Hoy IE 
. Gheft. It ſhall therefore be ſhewn in this Chapter, 3 Y 


fort of proof more comprehenſive than what has gone be- 7 
fore, that theſe Perſons have the ſame Names, the ſame at. calle 
tributes, the ſame counſel or avill, and all concur, after an 80 
ineffable manner, in the ſame divine Act. ſo: that what E. 
the Scripture is falſely ſuppoſed to have aſcribed to God in firm 
one Perſon, will appear to be aſcribed by the ſame autho- kc. 


rity to God in three perſons. That therefore, theſe three 1 
Perſons are but oe Go; they are three diſtinct agents, yet are 
there is but one and the ſame divine agency or, as the bat 
Church has more fully and better expreſſed it, that ** that 47 
«© which we believe of the glory of the Father, the fame pabl 
«© we are to believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, nt h 


% without any difference or inequality “.? 


1. 1 985 Shir 

The Trinity in Unity is the ene Lord, the Creator of by | 
the world. OY 1 | 

1 Proper Preface upon the feaſt of Trinity. 
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| P/al. xxxiii. 6. By the Word of the Lord vere the 
heavens 7 and all the hoft of them by the breath (Hes. 
Spirit) of his mouth. The whole Trinity therefore cre- 
. the world: yet this , Trinity 4 is but one Lord: for it is, 
'written, 3 
+ Jai. xliv. 24. J am: the Lord that 4050 all things; 
that fretcheth forth the heavens ALONE, that ſpreadeth* 
abroad the-earth BY MYSELF. - It follows therefore, ei- 
ther that the word and ſpirit, did not make the heavens ;. 
or, that the Father, with his word and Spirit, are ** | 
ALONE, Lord. and Creator of all — | | 


ſub. 2 n 
e re-. 
„ or The T rinity in Unity is the one Sona Being or 
Dol. Nature, diſtinguiſhed from all other Beings by the Name 
ture Jetruah, F or the Scripture gives us the following 
it of polition. 

) Deut. vi. The Lord our God is ONE TEHOV AH: 
Ne and again, 50 Ixxxiii. Thou whoſe name ALONE is 
105 JEHOVAH, art ibe moſt high over all the earth. 

. Yet Chrift is Jebovab. 


Jer. xXiti. 6. This is the name wherchy he Aa be 
called, EHOVAH our righteouſneſs. ? 

4 do is the Spirit alſo. 

hat Ezek. viii. i. 3. The Lord JEHOVAH put | ek ls 

in firm of an hand ſue took me, and the SPIRIT A me, 

h0- kc. lee alſo CHAT. II. Art. IV. and XXIV, _ 

ree Therefore, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt - 

yet we the ONE Jehovah: they are three perſons, yer have 

the but one name and one nature. And it is the great advan- 

age of this argument, that the Name Jebouab is not ca- 

able of any ſuch equi vocal interpretations as that of God; 

* has no plural; is incommunicable to- any derived or 

created being; and is peculiar to the divine nature, be. 

cuſe it is deſcriptive of it. The Author of an Ela ay or 

Spirit has endeavoured to avoid the force of this proof, 

by pretending that there are two Jebovaba, one a diftint 

Being from the other. But in this he has expoſed the cauſe * 

de meant to defend, and left the axgamens in a worſe ſtate 

13 a © than 
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chan he found it : for if there be 2900, then it is falſe that 
there is a moft high over all the earth, whoſe name ALONE 


#s Fehowah; and let him try if he can reconcile it. Dr. 
Clarke alſo pretends, in the Titles to two of his Sections, 
wherein the collection of texts is very numerous, to have 
ſet down the Paſſages wherein it is declared that the Second 
and Third perſons derive their Being (that is the expreſſion 
he was not afraid to make uſe of) from the Father. But 
he has not produced one ſuch paſſage ; no ſuch thing be. 
ing declared in the whole Bible; and the contrary to it 
is plainly revealed under this application of the name 
Jehovah. * 3 3 


III. 


The Trinity in Unity is. tbe Lord abſolutely ſo called; 
in Hebrew, Adonai; In Greek, o Ku . „ 


Rom. x. 12. + The' ſame LORD over all, is rich unto all 
that call upon bim. 1 * eg: gl 
Luke ii. 11. 4 Saviour which is Chrift the LORD. 
Rom. xi. 34. For who hath known the mind of the 
LORD, or who hath been his coun/ellor ? Which Lord, as 
we learn from the prophet whence this 1s quoted, is the 
Spirit; for it is written, Jai. xl. 13. who hath directed the 
SPIRIT of the Lord, or being his counſellor hath taught 
Sim? That the perſon of the Spirit is the Lord, is alſo 
plain from 2 Cor. iii. 18. now the Lord is that Spirit 
o os xvp©- To Ire. i —— we are changed from glory 
to glory as by the Spirit of the Lord; xabareg awo wp Tin 
re, as by the Lord the Spirit which is all along to 
be underſtood of the perſonal Spirit, becauſe the apoſtle 
begins expreſsly with haz at the zd verſe of this chapter. 
And it was from the authority of theſe words——The 
Tord is the Spiri. added to thoſe of ver. 6.——the Si- 
rit giveth life —— that the council of Nice borrowed the 


F The Reader is deſired to obſerve, that as I cannot in all caſes 
fix upon a text that does preciſely diftinguiſh the perſon of the Father, 

I ſhall therefore be frequently obliged, as in this e to ſet a pallage 
uy 57 aa che of the three ranks, that does confeffedly denote the 
true „ 3 „ 


| a follow · 


Tur TRINITY 11 vnrry. 7 


following clauſe of its Creed [bellows i the' _ 
40 * the LORD and GIVER OF LIFE. 3 


IV. 


The Trinity in Unit is the God o , Ian. 2 

Matth. xv. 31. The multitude e the God of 
rael. 
Iſt Luke i. 16, 17. The. i of Iſrael gal be tars to * 
the Lord THEIR GOD: and he ſhall Fe before. HIM 
that is, before Chrif.. | 
2 Sam, xxiii. 2, 3. The SPIRIT of the Lord ſpake - 
. the GOD of Iſrael ſaid, &c. So that unleſs he 
* ſpake was one being, and he that Jaid was anot ber, the 
Spirit is the God of Fal. 

* Dr. Clarke allows that the word him means brug. 
yet den ies that he is intended by the Lord their God, 
which is the antecedent to it: and calls this a manner of 


ſpraking *o 


The diving Law, and conſeq vently the authority . 
upon it is founded, is that of a Trinity in Unity. 

Rom. vii. 25. 1 myſelf ſerve the LAW of GOD. 

Cal. vi. 2. Fulfil the LAW of CHRIST T.. 

Rem. viii. 2. The LAW of the SPIRIT of life ®. 

The divine Law then, 1s the law. of God, Chrift, and 
the Spirit of life. But it 1s written, Fam. iv. 12. There i- 
ONE LAWGIVER avho is able to fave and to deftiroy - 
therefore, theſe THREE are ONE. And here we have. 
the true reaſon why the Scripture has repreſented the 
whole Trinity as tempted and refiſted by the di/obedience of 
nan. For /i being the tranſgreſſion of the Law, and the 
law being derived from the undivided authority of the Fg- 
ther, the Sen, and the Holy Ghoft, every breach of it is an 
offence againſt the Trinity: therefore it is written, 
447 Vi. 16; T hou Salt not TEMPT be LORD 13 

od, 

1 Cor, x. 9,——ither let us TEMPT CHRIST. 


1 No. 534. 5 =o 


Trinity in Unity. 


* 
- - * „ 
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A; v. 9. How it it that ye have rue eek 7 
- . TEMPT the SPIRIT of the Lord? For Dr. Clartes 2 
| opinion of this matter, ſee Ch. II. Art. XV. reft + 
„ Dr. Clarke has left both theſe texts out of his col. . 
lection; though he pretends to have ſet down all the 7“ 


| High mais ae NO to * ont the TAY; 85 A T 
x at 

. 8 = „e 

od 


The mind and will of God is the t. and v will of mY cribs 


. The mind of God. 
1 Cer. ii. 16. bo hath known the MIND of th 
LORD?  -- | 
Ibid. Ie have the MIND of CHRIST. 


Rom. viii. 279. He that fearcheth the bearts Know 
what is the MIND of the SPIRIT. 


The itt of God. 


Y Ther i iv. 3. -This is the WILL of GOD. 
Ads xxii. 1 bs The God of our Fathers bark choſen thee, 
that thou fhouldft know HIS WILL *. 
2 Pet. n 5 abe came not in old tims by the WILL 
| of man; but holy men of God ſpake as t Were moved & 
A HOLY GHosT. A » 4 
* This paſſage is meant of Chri/ and of bis will. Th 
. of our fathers (ſaid Ananias) hath CHOSEN the, 
Kc. but the perſon in God who appeared to Ananias and 
faid of Saul, he is a CHOSEN vel unto ME, was the 
Lord, even Jeſus. As ix. 15. 17. For want of comparing 
the Scripture with itſelf, Dr. Clarke has ſet down the 
text of Ads, xxii. 14 as a e ol the Father. only. 
No: * 5 | 


VII. 


The 2 Power of God is the Power of a Triaity in 
nity. . 
2 iii. 7 — The grace of GOD given unto me, 5 


418 
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TEE TRINITY I., UNITY. 73 
1 Cor. xii. 9. that the POWER of CHRIST may 
rei upon me. * . 5 2 | £5 1 
Nom. XV. 19. — gu, and wonders by the POWER 
if the SPIRIT of God. . 8 
The Scripture therefore has aſcribed divine power, and 
that in the ſame exerciſe of it, (the minifry and miracles 
of St. Paul) to Chrif# and the Spirit in common with 
God the Father. So that when all glory and poæver is aſ- 
cribed to the only auiſe God, what God can that be, but the 
Trinity? Upon this principle the Scripture is eaſily re- 
conciled : upon any. other it is unintelligible, as the rea- 
der may ſoon find by conſulting Dr. Clarte and ſome other 
of the Arian writers; who to avoid this plain doctrine, 
have tried to amuſe us with a feligion made up of ſcho- 
lake niceties and unnatural diſtinctions, which no man 
can underſtand, and which themſelves are not agreed in, 
nor ever will be to the world's end. Yet they often diſ- 
pute againſt us from the acknowledged fmplicity of the 
Scripture |! : 1 


ö vin. 
The Trinity in Unity is Eternal. | 
Rom. xvi. 25, 26. The myſtery—made manifeſt accord- 
5 — the commandment (awne) of the EVERLASTING 


Rev. xxl. 13. T (Ja) am the FIRST and the 


LAST we | b 
Heb. ix. 14. who through (awns) the EVER» 
LASTING SPIRIT. "27 NEE 


Dr. Clarke allows theſe words, in his place to mean 
rift, yet where the ſame words occur in Rev. i. 8. with 
de addition of the epithet Alnigbiy, he denies it“; though 
ltey are demonſtrated to be ſpoken of the ſame perſon by 
tie context and tenour of the whole chapter : and he 
tells us, the character in one place difers from the other. 
y that upon his principle, the Scripture has revealed to us 
to different. beings, both of whom are the firft and 1he 


| See No. 686. 414+ f See the note at Ch. III. Art. XxIx. 
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tify all that was ſaid above N e his . 
dee . I. Art. III. | 


. 


— Is TRUE. | 
_ Tabs vii. 28. He that ſent me it TRUE. 
Rev. iii. 7: Theſe things ſaith f. is TRUE, 
he that hath the hey of David, &c. ; 
I Jula v. 6. It is the Spirit that bearath aun, bn 
and the SPIRIT is We — a bo 
on: E 


— is Holy. 
Rev. xv. 4. Who Hall not "hos thee, 0 Lokp, 
glorify thy name ? for THOU ONLY art HOLY, 
Act iii. 14. ye denied THE HOLY ONE, 4 
 Hefired a murderer to be releaſed unto you, &c. See ak 
Dan. ix. 24. and Rev. iii. 7. ; 
1 Jabn ii. 20. Te have an unction from THE HOLY 
called: ; that i Is, an anointing from the Holy Ghoſt, who u 
4g xiv. 26. TO me TO ane, 2 he Spirit tht 
Hel 4 one. 3 
| XI. 


— omnipreſent. | 
Fer. xxiii. 24. Do not J fall heaven nd earth, fait 
tbe LORD ? 
Eph. i. 22,—the Fulneſe of HIM (Chriſt). that fillet 
all in all. 
 P/al. exxxix. 7, 8. Whither ſhall I go then from th 
SPIRIT ? if I go up into heaven THOU art chere; 
I go down into hell, THOU art there alſo. 


XII. 


p —— is the fountain of Iife. 8 
N xxx. 20. love the LORD thy GOD, fs fb 
i Pr ED. "oa 


Tas TRINITY TE UNITY: 1 
Col. iii. 4. When CHRIST who is OUR LIFE Hall 


ar, &c. 


Rom. viii. 10. The SPIRIT + is LIFE. 


The Trinity in Unity anade all mankind. | 
Pal. c. 3- The LORD he is GOD, „ #5 HE that hath 
MADE US. ; 
John i. 3. By HIM (brich Were ALL THINGS 


MADE." 
Job xxxiii. 4 CL be SPIRIT of God bath MADE os, 


MF. - 


8 — qvicker the dead. 2 
nv. 21. The FATHER rai/eth up the dead and 
QUICKENETH them. 
| Thid., —— even fo the SON QUICKENETH whom 
Ie will. | 
Lid. vi. 9 It is the SPIRIT that N. * ETH. 


XV. 


— infiradt us in divine knowledge 
22 vi. 45. They ſhall be all TAUGHT 7 G00 . 
Gal. i. 12 Neither was I TAUGHT i but by the 
revelation of JESUS CHRIST. 
John xiv. "= The C omforter, ths bely SPIRIT, in 
TEACH you all things, 


XVI. 


— have fellew)bip with the faithful. 
1 Jobs 1. 3. Truly our FELLOWSHIP fs | with b the 
pa HER. —— Gr. Ko W. | 
Ibid. And with his Son JESUS CHRIST. 
2 Cor. xiii. 14. The FELLOWSHIP (k. ) of the 
HOLY GHOST be with yas all. 


0 


XVII. 


. TRINITY tn vonITY. 9 


XVII. 


| are ſpiritually preſent i in the cleft. ! 

1 Cor. xiv. 25, — GOD IN YOU of @ truth. 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. CHRIST 25 IN YOU except ye be re. 
probates. 
| Fohn xiv. 17. T be 8 PI Rr. — dwellerh we you ind 
foall be IN YOU. + 


So again, h 1 : 
2 . vi. . GOD: hath ſaid, F* will / DWELL ; in 
them. 
4 Epbeſ. iii. 17. Thar CHRIST may DWELL in your 
EArts. 
Rom. viii. 11. His SPIRIT that DWELLETH a | 
vou. „ ES. If 
XVII. 35 
— i to us the Divine Will. LA 
Phil. iii. 15. God ſball REVEAL even 2his unto you, 25 
Gal. i. 12. neither vas I taught it but by the RE- bud, 
VELATION of JESUS CHRIST. 
Luke ii. 26. It was REVEALED unto im by the 
HOLY GHOST. | . 
So again, "he mite? 
Heb. i. 1, GOD who SPARE unto the aber by the 20 
Prophets, MA L 
2 Cor. xiii. 3. Ye feck. a proof of CHRIST SPE AK- 1 7 
ING in Me. fu, k 
Mark xiii. 11. I is not ye that SPEAK, but the HO- 0 
. aq 
And as prophecies are revealed by, ſo are they alſo ce ILE 
Hvered in the name, that is, by the ſpecial authority of eaci 
perſon in the Godhead. For though the uſual 1ntroduc- 
tion to any divine revelation be Thus SAITH the | 
LORD yet we alſo find the ex prefiions—— 7%; fu 
things SAITH the SON of GOD. Rev. ii. 18. And MW” © 
Thus SAITH- the HOLY GHOST. Ads xiii. 3. with Hel 


many other paſſages ta the ſame effect. 


Ta TRINITY I UNITY. 77 
| 1 XIX. N 
— raiſed the Body of Chriſt from bs JEN 
1 Cor, vi. 14. GOD bath both RAISED UP the Lord, 
ard ill alſo raiſe us up by his OWN POWER *®. 
John ii. 19. Deſtroy this e % in thiw days I 
WILL RAISE FF-UP. 5 
1 Pet. iii. 18. Chri 4 being put to death in ; the es,, 


ut QUICKENED ey the SPIRIT. 
N See Art. vii. of this Chapter. 


XX. 


— n the people of God. 
J xlvui. 17. 1 am the LORD thy GOD, which. 
LEADETH thee by the away that thou ſhouldft go. 
Jubn x. 3. He (Chriſt the Shepherd) calleth Bis own 
ſeep by name, and LEADETH them out. 
Rom. viii. 14. As many as are LED by the SPIRIT of 
bid, they are the ſons of God. 


XXI. 


—— give a commiſſion and authority to the mi- 

wſters of the Goſpel. 

2 Cor. iii. 5, 6. Our ee i 16 of GOD, who hath 
MADE ws ”w MINISTERS. | 

1 Tim. i. JESUS CHRIST counted me faith- 
fl, PUTTING me into the MINISTRY. © 

Acts v. 28. Take heed therefore to all the flock over 
ERS: te HOLY EHOS F hath MADE you OV ns 


- 


XXII. 


— — 1 the elect. 
ut 1.7 them that are SANCTIFIED by GOD, 
the F ATHER. 8. 
Heb. ii. 11. He that SANCTIFIETH and they auhg 
are ſanctiſied are all of one; for which 0 he 1s not 
Wamed to call them brethren. 


K Rom, 


=») = Xa A * > 
9 233 e r * 
* s 1 = 8 « 4 % > e 70 wo 2 p 
8 > * 3 ; BR os WEE PERRY oo ooo 
* 7 OP 7 7 1 ne wr OS * . LE us.” 
TY 7% OTE DO Vt 
„ * * an a”; ay” is wal hee 1 er i, 9 * * * 
_— n 4 * 5 nn 4. $ r Br 28 td » ES 
& a f 5 * % 42 bc „5550 WE: «7 
1 ; q EET > EE — 4 2 > 10 
* E — ! , I * * 
. - - 
£ O * THE 
l ; 


1 * 
0 3 
* ö 
I 


58 Tune TRINITY ww UNITY. 


Neun. xv. 16. Being: SANCTIFIED 8y-the Hol 
- GHOST. e : er 
perform all ſpiritual and divine operations. 

I Cor. xit. 16. Jt is the ſame GOD ebich WORK. 

ETH ALL IN ALL. IS} EE AI TA 

* ES 2k £1. 


CHRIST #: all and. IN ALL. 
I Cor. xii. 11. But ALL the/e WORKETH that on 
end the ſelf- ſame SPIRIT, 84 


r N Ci 0s ef 


Let us now take a review of what has been collected in 
theſe papers, and ſum up the evidence in its own natural 
terms. 5 * . 

It has appeared from the fr Chapter, that Chrift Je- 
Fas, whoſe Divinity is daily blaſphemed amongſt us, be- 
cauſe it is not proved in the Scripture,” is the Lord of 
Heofts *, the jir/? and the laft*, than whom there is"no 
greater 3, and beſide whom there is zo God'*: that he is 
the Saviour of the world, the Lord and God of the hol 
Prophets © and Apoſtles 7, the moſt high God®, the ſearcber 
of all bearts?, comprehended and made known to us un- 
der the name of that God to whom the qvorld was recon- 
ciled*. Who though he was the Verd of God, that cane 
forth from the Father into the world; yet he was God“, 
and of the fame divine nature 3 with him that ſent him, 
Though he was perfect man, of the /eed of Abraban, born 
of his mother, and in all things made like to his brethren ; 
yet the fulneſs of the Gœdbead dwelt in him bedily*, Though 
he ſuffered, died 5, was pierced upon the Croſs, and re- 


1 Chap. * Art. 1. H. III. 2 III. 3XLV, - III. $ IV. 
SV. 3 8 IX. . XIV. 2 XIX. 
3 XLIV. XVI. 5 XLVII. 
| deemed 


LY 


CONCLUSION. 7 
HP us by his 300%; ; yet that blood was the blood of 


God *, and pon bis Croſs Jebovab was pierced*. 
That the objections ur rged againſt all theſe poſitive proofs, 
proceed wholly upon fal 
ly, from natural religion and Philaſephy, which never was 
nor ever will be ſubje& to the /aw of God; and is not in- 
tended ſo to be by thoſe who ſet it up and diſpute for it. 
Partly from the ceconomical offices and humiliation of 
Chriſt in the feſb 3; in which it is nevertheleſs affirmed, 
that God himſelf was made manifzff * And laſtly, from 
the unitys of God ſo often aſſerted and inſiſted upon in the 
dcripture; not in oppoſition to the Godhead of Chriſt, but 
to . Lois then worſhipped all over the heathen world. 


Hence it rs, that God is called the true God; for they were 


fel? ones: one God; for they were many 7 : the living 
c; for they were wanities without lite. Yet in the 
place of theſe idols, who are to ſupply the contraft, they 
have ſubſtituted the perſon of their bleſſed Redeemer, the 
true God ®, the everlaſting Father *, the Lord of Glory, 

who is able to Jubdue all things to himſelf, and of whoſe 


| kingdom there ſha!l be 20 end. 


From the /econd Chapter it has appeared, that the Holy 
Cb is our fpiritual Father *, by whoſe divine N we 
are begotten to a new life; and to whom we 


that he would not lead us into temptation +, That he 15 che f 


Lord 5, even the Lord of Hof:, the ruler of the Chriſtian. 


, economy, calling men to that honour in his church, which 


Grd only? can beſtow upon them. That he is incompre- 
henſibly united with God, and ſenſible of the omniporent. 
aui in himſelf; even as the human Spirit is united to 


nan, and underftandeth i its own thoughts *, That his power, 
is the immediate power of God bimfelf®'; 9 his zn/piration, 


is the inſpiration of God* ; his oreſence,. the preſence of 


Cod s. ”, "That he is Ged 20 even the bigheft ;. for the man. 


7 xILIx. 8 xXxLIV. : xxv. XXVI, XXXIX. 41 Tim 
Hi. 16, XXIV. XXXIII. XXII. x, Fobn v. 21. 7 1 Core. 
uli. 5, 6, 9 Act; xiv. 15. 91 Fobn v. 20. I XX. 21 Cor. 
li. 8. 3 Ch. II. Art. I. 4 XI. 5 III. 6 XXII. 7 ils 
i XIII. XVII. 1 VI. 2 IX. v. XX. IVI. 
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: 
P nongtr my oO» Set a 


* 
— k 


i 
N 
* [] 
* * 
* 
4 - 
* 
i 
1 
; 
8 
\ 4 
+ 
a 7 
nn 
: 4 * 
% 
- 
; 4 
bo hs 
1 
bh. 1 
* 
: 4 
| q 
5 : 
ö 
— : 
P 
1 * | 
2 


0 N 8 — o- 
e l 4 — — 


323 a gs . 
AT. Te Lp Pd 


Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Sox of God and the Son of the 


| higheſt, was ſe called BECAUSE he was begotten of the * 
Holy Gh. | VVV on 
. 'That the objections uſually brought to diſguiſe and de. 
ſtroy this evidence, are taken from the znzity, the attri. Sc 
butes and will of God, and the miniſtration of the Spirit in be 
the ceconomy of grace; all of them falſely interpreted: W 
For as to the zuily of God, it is not an unity of perſin. an 
As to the ſupreme attribute of g-odne/5, it is alſo poſſeſſed of 
by the Spirit. As to the Fill of God, according to ny 
which the gifts and graces of the Spirit are diſtributed, it th 
is oppoſed to the will of nan, not to that of the Spiri; kn 
which is ſaid to · blow where it liſtetb, and to divide or 45 
diſtribute unto every man his gifts, not as nan the 1 - 


ceiver, but as he himſelf awillcth s. 


It has appeared from the zhird Chapter, that God is i 
Hhgnified to us throughout the Old Teſtament by a nam n 
that is plural“, and proved to be ſuch from many particu- tz 

lor inſtances ; yet generally ſo reſtrained and qualified, 2 der 
to deſtroy the ſuſpicion of a plurality of Gods. That to this * 
common name of God, many other plural names and ex- the 
preſſions are added; and that an interchanging of the Pre 
I lural and fingular“ is frequently obſerved, which neither nel 
grammar nor reaſon can account for upon any principle, diè 
but that of a real divine plurality. That the perſan © col 
God are zhree in number, preciſely diſtinguiſhed on ſome pre 
occaſions-by the perſonal names of the Father, the Wd, * 
or Sen, and the Holy Spirit“, and alſo by different offices. the 
That the ſame term is not always peculiar and proper toll * * 
the ſame perſan ; becauſe the words Ged, Lord, Fehovabil © 
and Father, are ſometimes applied to one perſon, ſome the 
times to another; while at other times they are not perſo- of 
nal, but general names of the divine nature. That in the are 
Tord of Hoſes *, ſitting upon his throne, and ſpeaking © kr 
" Himſelf in the plural to the Prophet Jaiab, there was not a 


one perſon only, but Aree; The Father, Jeſus, and the 
| Holy GD, all expreſied under ene name in the Old Tella- | Ing 


XXI. 2 XXII. XXIV. 3 XXV. Chap. III. Ar. I. 
EV, VS. VIE Vil. 61X. X, 7 XVIL 5 216: n 


ment, 


* OY | : | 3 | * 
ment, but perſonally diſtinguiſhed to us by three different 
ones in the new, where this matter is referred to. 

In the fourth and laft Chapter, the paſſages of the 
Scripture have been laid together, and made to unite their- 
beams in one common center, the Unity of the Trinity. 
Which unity is not metaphorical and figurative, but ſtrict 
and real: and there can be no real unity in God, but that. 
of his nature, efſence, or ſabſtance, all of which are ſyno-- 
ny mous terms: this unity conſidered in itself, is altoge- 
ther incomprehenſible: but it is one thing to read and to 
know that there zs a divine nature, and another thing to- 
d:/cribe it. That it is proved to be an unity of eflence ;: ' 
it, becauſe the three perſons are all comprehended under 
the ſame ind: vidual and ſupreme appellation, They are 
de one Lord abſolately ſo called“: The Creator of the- 
«7/4, and the (God of Tfrael*: 2dly, becauſe they par- 
take in common of the name Fehoweh 5; which, beipg in- 
terpreted, means the divine Eence and what it ſignifies. 
in one perſon, it muſt alſo ſignify in the others; as truly as. 
the fingular name Adam, in its appellative capacity, ex- 
preſſes the common nature of all mankind. And this name 
neither is nor can be communicated, without a contra-. 
diction, to any derived or- mferior nature, as well on ac- 
count of its fipnification as its application, which is ex- 
preſsly reſtrained to one only. 3dly, It is farther proved, 
in that the azzhority *, the ſecret ming*-or. counſel, and. 
the power * by which all things are eſtabliſhed and dire ted, 
15 aſcribed to Chriſt and the Spirit in common with God. 
the Father and that in the ſame exerciſe of it, and upon} 
the ſame occaſions. gthly, becauſe there is a participation. 
of ſuch divine attributes? as cannot ſubſiſt but where they 
are original. Our underſtanding, if it be moderately in- 
ſtructed, will ſatisfy us there- can be one only who is eter-. 
val, and poſſeſſed of bheline/5, truth, life, &c.. in and from 
himſelf. Yer the whole Trinity is eternal, holy, true, lib 
izg and omnipreſent. : therefore theſe three were, and will 
be ohe God from everlaſting ta everlaſting. Sthly, and. 


' Chap. IV. Art. I. III. 2 IV. 2 1. 4. v 
* v II. 5 7 VIII. IX. X. XI. XIL. X 
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cannot reach, and which no words can explain. For 


its wiſdom, never yet thought of a Chrift or an Hi 


offices, and contains nothing contradictory thereto; I be- 


to diſpute againſt that Glory, which they cannot ſtedfaſti 


it ſhould prove at laſt to have betrayed us into error, ine- 


— 


laſtly, becauſe there is a concurrence of the whole und: 
vided Godhead in all thoſe acts, every one of which 
have in them the character of a divine wiſdom and omni- 
potence; and expreſs ſuch an intimate union and commu- 
nion of the Holy Trinity, as the underſtanding of man 


though it is and muſt be one God who doth all theſe things, 
yetitis the Father, the Sen, and the Holy Spirit, who gave 
as eur being, inſtruf and illummate us, lead us, fpeak to us, 
and are fre/ext with us; who give authority to the church, 
raiſe the dead, jandify the ele, and perform every divine 
and ſpiritual operation. | : 


— 
a 


This is the God revealed to us in the holy Scripture; 
very different from the Deiry ſo much talked of in on 
ſyſtematical ſchemes of zataral divinity ; which with all 


Ghoft, by whom zalure, now fallen and blind, is to be 
reformed, exalted, and ſaved. The Bible we know to be 
the infallible word of God; the rule cf our faith and obe- 
dience. 1 find this doctrine revealed in it; therefore! 
firmly believe and ſubmit to it. And as the Liturgy of 
the Church of England hath affirmed the fame in all its 


lieve bat alſo: and hope the God whom we ſerve will 
defend it againſt all attempts toward re forming Chriſtianih 
out of- it: that the Church militant hee on earth, ma- 
continue to agree in this fundamental doctrine with the 
Church triumphant in heaven. For there the Angels ref 
act day and zig4t, praiſing this Thrice-Holz *, bleſſed and 
glorious Trinity. I hey have neither time nor inclinatica 


beholl. And had we a little more humility and dero- 
rion, we ſhould not abound ſo much with diſputation. If, 
in ſach a ſabje& as this, we trait to our own reaſon, and 


ligion, and blaſphemy; what all we have to ſay in ex- 
cute for ourſe ves? we ſhall not dare to plead the digaitf 
and ſtrength of our rational faculties before the tribunal: 


XJ. Ac, ad fin. < Ache. I. Ar K. 
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im, who came into the world to bring the wiſdom of 
it to nought. And if the Religion of 7e/us Chri/t is to be 
cortected and ſoftened till it becomes agreeable to the na- 
tural thoughts and imaginations of the human heart, then 
in vain was. it ſaid——B/zfed is be aubeſee ver ſhall not be 
offended im me. — Gs 3 5 

As for him, who is convinced that God is wiſer than 


Church of Chriſt hath given him an example from the be- 
ginning; bis danger lies on the other fide: and while I 
renture to give him warning of it, 7 beſeech him to ſuffer 
the word of exhortation, and to take in good part the fa;th- 
ful wounds of a friend. Let him take care then, that while 
he values his orthodoxy, he be not led unawares to ver- 
eile it, by drawing falſe concluſions from it, and con- 
cering himſelf to be already perfect. If he knows and be- 
leres in the true Zod, he doth well: but let not that 
waich is an honour to him be any encouragement to diſ- 
honour God ; the knowledge of whom will only ſerve to 
encreaſe our condemnation, if we live in any luft of con- 
::i/cence, even as the Gentiles who knew him not. And 
' though it be the faitb of a Chriſtian, and not his morality, 
that diſtinguiſhes him from the reſt of mankind ; yet that 
:.ith muſt appear in the conduct of his life; even as love 
a friend is beſt witneſſed by a readineſs to do him ſer- 
rice. It is true, the ſervice is not the love, nor of equal 
value with it; yet the love that refuſes the ſervice will be 
zccounted as nothing. The m;/tery of faith is an inva- 
lag ble treaſure; but the veſſel mat contains it mult be clean 


tic and undefiled; it muſt be held in 2 pure conſcience; as the 
Us ,t that glorious ſymbol of the werd of faith preached 
ro- to us by the Goſpel, was confined to the Tabernacle, and 
If, preſerved in a veſſel of gold. A mind that is con formed 
ad to this world, and given up to its pleaſures, though it re- 
re- peat the creed without queſtioning a ungle article of it, 
ex- il be abhorred in the fight of God, as a veſſel unfit for 
it tue maſter's uſe; and unworthy, becauſe unprepared, to 
lof find in the 2 holy place. It is the great excellence of 


f:ith, that it can produce ſuch a transformation in the life 


d manners, as no other principle has any power is do: 


. 5 and 


himſelf ; who believes as he ought, and as the Catholic 
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and many are poſſeſſed of this truth without applying 


toi their own advantage. It is to be feared, that a con- 
| ſciouſneſs of this damps their zeal, and creates that poor, 


their faith in the Eyes of the wor'd, left they ſhould be 
auitbout holineſs no man ſhall jee the Lora; no droſs or in 


fight. And in this, he is no hard maſter, reaping when 
he hath not hn, and requiring the fruit of good works 


if they ſhould be any way inſtrumental to promote ſo 
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itiful, cowardly indifference, ſo much in vogue; which 
if it had not by accident found the name of charity, would 
have been aſhamed to few its face in a Chriſtian country 
They are cold and backward to promote any religious 
converſation ; they will not appear to be in earneſt about 


forced to abridge ſomewhat from the gaiety of their lives, 
and to live as they ſpeak. Bur ler them remember, that 


purity of this world will be ſuffered to continue in hi 


without giving ns ſtrength and ability to bring them fort 
He has provided for us the precious blood of the Lamb, 
and offered to us the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, that we 
may be enabled to er that living God in whom we be. 
lieve. If we are purged by Him, we ſhall be clean: if þ 
waſhes us, we ſhall be avhiter than ſuow.: and when the 
kingdom of God firall come, and his glory ſhalf appear, we 
ſhall be prepared to. behold his face in righteouſneſs, 
This, and no other; is my ſincereſt wiſh and prayer for 
every Chriſtiau, who ſhall give himſelf the trouble to pe- 
ruſe theſe papers; in which I pretend to no merit but that 
of a tranſcriber; which I ſhall always efteem to be honour 
enough, where the word of God is my original. Ant 


good an end, he will. not have read, nor ſhall I have 


written, In vain. 4 0 38 . 
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Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity. 


TO THERE 


| MEN an» BRETHREN, . : 


S Chriſtians and members of the Church of Zzgland, 
you have been taught, that the True God, whom 
you are bound to believe and worſhip, is a Trinity in Unity. 
In the Name of theſe three Perſons, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, you have been baptized: and in the 
Litany are directed to pray to this Holy, bleed, and glo- 
rious Trinity, three perſons and one God, that he would have - 
mercy upon us miſerable ſinners. ”— Sg. 1 
From the firſt propagation. of the Goſpel, there has been 
a ſort of men in the Chriſtian church, who had too high 
an opinion of their own knowledge and wiſdom to ſub- 
mit quietly to this doctrine. They pretended it was con- 
trary to their Reaſon and common ſenſe, and impoſiibles 
in the Nature of Things, that the true God ſhould be 
made manifeſt in the fleſh for the Salvation of the world; 
and hence they argued, that the Incarnation muſt either 
have been a deluſion, a fact brought to. paſs only in r of 
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; poſture of the falſe prophet Mabomet; whoſe doctrine was 
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and appearance; or that the Perſon incarnate muſt haye 
been ſome created Being, far inferior in power and dignity 

\ © the divine Nature itſelll.. 
About three hundred years after the death of Chriſt, 
when Paganiſm, or the worſhip of idols; was loſing its 
influence in the Roman empire, this Hereſy, being come 
to its full growth, did immediately ſupply the place of it, 
and proſpered to ſuch a degree, that it overſpread the 
greateſt part of the Eaſt, and ended at laſt in the im- 


readily embraced wherever Arianiſin prevailed, and no 
where elſe among Chriſtians ; and his diſciples do at this 
day moſt zealouily deny that Trinity which you worſhip. 
When the Teachers of the Church found themſelve 
diſturbed, and their people corrupted, more and more by 
the daily increaſe of this hereſy ; upwards of three hun- 
dred Chriſtian biſhops,- many of whom had been tortured 
and maimed in the heathen perſecutions, aſſembled toge- 
ther at the city of Nice, in Bithynia, and one Arius, 8 
principal promoter of this wickedneſs, was ſummoned to 
appear before them: his doctrine and writings were con- 
demned; the Faith which theſe holy men had brought 
with them to the council was declared, and is now pre- 
ſerved in the Nicene Creed; which form we make uſe of in 
the church becauſe it comprehends the ſenſe of our faith 
in a few words. But we do not reſt our belief upon the 
Authority of any human form, becauſe the doctrine there- 
in expreſſed is ſecured by the unqueſtionable authority of 

the Old and New Teſtaments. ; | 
The Evidence of this faith, as it is found in the Scrip- 
ture, I have endeavoured to extract and methodize in the 
- beſt manner I could. The work was made public rather 
with an humble and charitable deſire to aſſiſt the ſtudies 
of the younger clergy, than to inſtru the common peo- 
ple; and therefore it was firſt printed at Oxford. Never- 
cheleſs, I am well perſuaded, that ſo many of the argu- 
ments therein contained are level to all capacities, that- 
an unlearned reader may thence be able to ſatisfy him- 
ſelf, and inform his Chriſtian neighbours. I ſhall there- 
fore have no occaſion in this place to urge any _ evi- 
| | ence 
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{ence from the Scripture, but caly to refer to ſome of 
the old; it being the deſign of this Addreſs to obviate a 
et of popular arguments, which have been made uſe of by 
ome nameleſs writers to turn your affections from the 
lotrine of the Trinity; moſt of which might be applied 
with as much propriety to prejudice you againſt any other 
article of faith in the Chriſtian Religion. FE nd 


I. You know, my dear brethren, that pride is a very 
wevailing paſſion in human nature; and unleſs we are 
jery much upon our guard, and are fortified with the 
tue principles of Chriſtian humility, we are all of us in 
(anger of being enſnared by it. Men are proud of their 
dothes, and proud of their riches, and proud of their 
wes ; but, above all, they are proud of their underſtand. 

Some men are endued with a ſtrength of mind 
mich enables them to bear up with cheerfulneſs under 
the common trials of ſickneſs, and loſſeszand difappoint- 
nents ; while, perhaps, the ſame men cannot endure the 
thought of being cheated and impoſed upon, becauſe it 1s a 
reflection upon their anderſtanding. Our adverſaries, there- 
fore, hoping to make the ſtronger impreſſion, apply them- 
ſelves firſt of all to your pride, and inform you, that this 
doctrine of the Trinity is impaſed upon your con/ciences by 
Church Authority *. Bat if the fact be laid before you, it 
rl ſoon appear that no point of faith is thus impoſed upon 
jou by the Church of England. The points of faith 
vbich you are required to believe are interwoven with all 
the forms and offices of our public Liturgy. They are. 
collected together for the younger ſort of people in the 
Church Catechiſm; and for all teachers, whether clergy 
or laity, they are drawn out more at large in the Article 
Religion, generally printed at the end of the Book of 
Common Prayer. So that all the articles of faith being 
mpoſed in the fame manner, it will follow, that they are 
il impoſed by Church Authority, or none of them. Let 
5 put it to the trial, and begin with the firſt article of the 

See the title- of a pamphlet called An Appt to the C | 
mon Senſe of al Chriftian People,” c. priated ay Miller, — 


rand. | 
L L Creed 


bf the matter is this; that the Church does only decla 
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Mis article impoſed? Does the Church determine by b 
on authority whether there is a God or not? Aud ff 
for the reſt. Does the Church determine whether the! 
is a Chrift, or an Holy Ge? whether there will be 
 mefurrettion of the dead, and a life everlaſting? Certain 
the Church neither does nor can pretend to determine ar 

of theſe things for us; becauſe where any thing is dete 
mined by authority, ſuch authority muſt be fuperior 
what it determines: to ſuppoſe which, in this caſe, wor 

be equally falſe and preſumptuous. Therefore the trut 


that faith which it has received; and inſtead of her 
_ pofing, this faith is zmpoſed upon the Church by the u 
controlable authority of God in the Holy Scripture, 
which every private Chriſtian is referred for the prop 
evidence of any particular doctrine, and for that of t 
Trinity amongſt the reſt. Thoſe articles which are of 
nature inferior to the Church itſelf, are the only ſubjęd 
of church authority. Thus, as the bedy 7s more than th 
raiment that is worn upon it; ſo the life and being of tt 
Church is ſuperior to thoſe outward regulations, whic 
ſerve only to the order, decency, and well-being of it 
And which the Church may, for this reaſon, appoint, al 
ter, and improve by her own authority. But if any m 
informs you, that points of faith, or moral practice, 
 Impojed upon your conſciences by the ſame authority; he ha 
either miſtaken the caſe, or is himſelf endeavouring 
zmpoſe upon your underſtanding”  *=— #48 n 
WIG N 5 a 
II. But the Goſpel,” they ſay, “ was defigned fo 
Perſons of all capacities,” and unleſs all per comm 
 /enſe are qualified to underſtand what the Lordwequires.0 
them, we muſt charge Almighty God with dealing un 
fairly with his creatures*.” Now if the Goſpel be fe 


' Eaſy, that nothing but bare common ſenſe is wanted fe Gre 
the underſtanding of it, why do theſe authors write ſq Ch 
many books to help you to underſtand it in the Aria the 

8 „„ ge gs ng 


2 Ibid. p- 2. 


ſenſe 


2 


* * 4 | "<a . 


* ber If you are able, as they flatter you, to inſtruct 
gadiction to their principle, and their labour is ſuperfluous 


n this manner; we know that you have ſenſe and ability” 
v underſtand the merits of a cauſe, and are ready to hear 


tives, we ſhould neither preach to you, nor write books 
or you. 5 rt ENTS co e N 


ton would be equally capable o 
this were true, then indeed God would ſeem to have dealt 
uhirly with Chriſtian people, by appointing a miniſtry of 
kined men, and providing for their inftruQtion, as if 
bre common ſenſe, with the Bible in its hand, were not 
þ ſufficient as our adverſaries-would have you believe; in 
oppoſition to ws, but not to themſelv e. 
The Duty of a Chriſtian Miniſter is to sach; his ſtudies 

ae intended to qualify him, and his time is ſet apart for 
that purpoſe. For the bulk of the people, God hath ap- 
pointed Jabour and buſineſs of another kind, as n 


xi. 23.) he certainly did not ſuppoſe that the congrega- 


* 


ij to Hear. But if God has required you to do our wor 
and your own too, then your lot is hard indeed. You- 
will not, therefore, think it any reflection upon your com 
mon ſenſe, that God has appointed an order of Teachers 
in li Church, who will never defire you to believe what 
not at all times ready to prove; but will rather 
beſdoch him that theſe Teachers may be endued with faith 
and n to fulfil the /abour of love to which they are 
s, tand courage to declare that truth which they have 
learned from the Holy Scriptures ; and by thus praying for 
the Clergy, you. will convince them, that God hath added. 
Grace to your common /enſe, and that you practiſe that 
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COMMON. PEOPLE or 


wurſelves out of the Goſpel, then their practice is a con- 


y their own confeſſion. My brethren, we do not argue 


raſon, when it is plainly repreſented to'you : but if you: - 
gere able to make all things intelligible to your own-- 


When God appointed Teachers in his Church (1 Cor. 


teaching themfelves. If 


o.ſupport themſelves and their families; and their Du | 


Chriſtian charity which is more acceptable in His fight than 
the attainments of learning and knowledge; for theſe are 
no more than temporary qualifications, and are to be uſed 
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only as means; but Charity is the end and perſection o 


4 C s 


4 
— 
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III. They tell you, moreover, that people of all ſorts 
have a right to judge for themſelves in matters of Religion b. 
As this principle very nearly affects the peace of the Chriſ. 
tian world, and the ſalvation of individuals, I would ad- 
viſe you to enquire ſtrictly into the meaning of theſe terms; 
and to conſidef how far they may be juſtified, and how Har 
they are to be condemned. Right is a pleaſing thing, and 
liberty is an old temptation; but if any Chtiſtian doth fo 


aſſert his right againſt an human law, as to depart from pel « 

4 his obedience und ſubjection to the divine law, ſuch a right WM (hin 

5 will do him no good when be has got it, becauſe it wil und 

not protect him under his religious miſtakes againſt the ſu. un 

perior judgment of God; ſo far from it, that it is proba» nar 

EG ' ly one of the chief miſtakes he will have to anſwer for. EF: B 

TY When they aſſert that you are to judge for yourſelves, pro 

they muſt mean, either that you are to judge of-truth by, han 

its proper evidence; or that by a certain prerogative of Wl on 

conſcience, you are to ge/s for yourſelves what is right or unt 

wrong, without any evidenee at all. If only the former Cre 

of theſe Senſes is intended, they ſay no -more than we all tha 

ſay, and what the Church hath ſaid ever ſince the Refor- 2g. 

mation. If the latter is alſo allowed, and unlearned peo- 10. 

ple have a right to follow their conſcience (that is, their lon 
inclination) without any evidence, or with ſome falſe and 

partial repreſentation of it; then it will follow, that the 1 

difference between good and evil is not real, but imaginatys Cr 

that truth and falſhood, like temporary faſhiongy ge wy 

not the objects of reaſon but of fancy; which doctrines if * 

admitted in their full latitude, would turn all reaſon and =O] 

religion upſide down: and I think they have danę it in a 

part already. 0 oe th 

When they come to apply this principle, they take oc: co 

cafion to add, that if you are convinced of ſuch doArines as th 

they teach you, viz. that God Almighty zs only one and the 8 

ſame penſon; that the Holy Ghoſt is firff miniſter in the fl 


government of the church; that he has angels to afift bin; 
| V ibid. p. 133. — 
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that Chriſt is to be honoured with mediatorial worſhip, &c. 

« then you have a Right to proteft againſt the Arbanafiarx - 
Creed d. But I ſay, neither you nor I can bly have 
any ſuch right as this, unleſs we are convinced by /ufficiext - 
r:aſons. Our perſuaſion can never be turned into an argu- 
ment; unlefs it be alſo maintained, that a man who is 
perſuaded can never be miſtaken. The Mabometans are 
convinced, that their Alcoran is a divine revelation; that 

all Chriſtians are guilty of blaſphemy in believing, and ido- - 

| latry in worſhipping, a Trinity in Unity; and that they © 

have a right to proteſt againſt the foundations of the gof-. 

pel of Jeſus Chrift. But as they are convinced of theſe - ; 
things for very oad reaſons, we pity the blindneſs of their 
underſtanding, and only laugh at the right they have aſ- 
med, as one of thoſe many groundleſs caſtles, which hu- 

nan vanity and bigotry have builded in the air. 

But allowing that Ariant thus convinced have a right of . 
proteſting, what are orthodox Chriſtians to do on the other 
hand ? have they no right ? does a perſuaſion confer a right 
on one ſide, and none on the other? that would be very 
unreaſonable. Therefore we, who are convinced that the 
Creed of Athanaſius is more agreeable to the. Scripture - 
than the doctrines of Arianiſin, have a right to remonitrate 
' againſt the repealing of it; though we can never expect 
to do ſo, without being perſecuted and reviled for it as 
long as we live. . LE. 


+ 


— 


IV. To prejudice your minds againſt the Aibanaſſan 
Creed, they inform you, that the doctrine of the Trinity, 
as there ſet forth, is not expreſſed in the words of Scripture; | 
there are no ſuch propoſitions to be found in the declarations of © 
Cbriſt aud Bis Apoſtles. By this it is meant, that you do 
not find any ſuch expreſſions as — Trinity in Unity — not 
HH three Eternals, but one Eternal—and ſuch like. The beſt . 
= courſe you can take upon this occaſion, is to argue with - 
them upon their own principles, which generally. ſtop a 
6 man's mouth ſooner than any other. Aſk them, where they 

| find it aſſerted in the words of Scripture, Almighty God is one 


-g P. 5. 
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ſupreme intelligent Being, or Perſon ?” Aſk them, in what 
chapter or verſe, Chriſt or his Apoſtles did ever declare, 


tat the Holy Spirit is frft Minifter in the Government of the 


Church; and where it is ſaid that he has Angels for bird/- 
Sftants? Aſk them, again, where they meet with the 
propoſition — he aworſoip of Chriſt is inferior, or mediaterial? 
And you might aſk them twenty more ſuch queſtions, 

| which they can never anſwer upon their own principles: 
. fo that they have employed an Argument to corrupt you, 
which returns upon themſelves, and with this diſadvan- 
tage on their fide, that they have departed from the /e»/ 
das well as the avords of Scripture; but the Church, if, be. 
. "fides the words of Scripture, it uſes others, does ſtill re. 
tain ſuch a ſenſe, as the words of Scripture will clearly 
V. But left you ſhould believe this, they aſſure you the 
Athanafian Creed Hs propoſed a downright contradiction 
as an Article of Faith; and if this be the caſe, then indeed 
we muſt allow that ſuch a contradiction cannot be juſtified 
by the words of Seripture. You muſt believe (ſay they) 


«*« if this Creed has any weight, that three Gods is one 


God.“ If you examine the Creed itſelf, you will 
find no ſuch doctrine as they have put into it; but, on the 
contrary, that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 


are NOT THREE GODS, but ONE GOD; and a- 


gain, We are forbidden, by the Catholic Religion, to 
c ſay, there be Three Gods.” I pray you to obſerve 
this; and to conſider with yourſelves, whether our. adver- 
ſaries, ſuppoſing them to be ſatisfied in their own con- 


ſciences that they were able to confute the Catholic doc- 
trine of Three perſens, and one God, would have endeavour- 


ed to take advantage of your ſimplicity, by putting this 
falſe notion of Three God. into the place of it? 5 


VI. Upon other occaſions, they try to give you an ill 
opinion of our eccleſiaſtical forms, by calling them the 


6 P. 87. 7 P. $6 


BP. 37. ED, 
wich 


decrees of fallible nen“, and Creeds of human invention; 
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COMMON PEOPLE of 


| which is a very mean objection, unleſs they who make it, 


are, and propoſe a contrary ſort of belief, are themſelves infal- \ . 
the le. We readily own that the perſons, who drew up the 
4 forms uſed in the Church, were men like qurſelves. But 

the lid. they deliver the doctrine of theſe forms as their own © 
ial? doctrine, or as the doctrine of Almighty God in the Scrip- 

ons, ture? If they delivered it as their own, then their fallibi- 

les: lity would be a pertinent conſideration: but if it is the 
on, doctrine of the Scripture, then the fallibility of the wed | 

an- who delivered it, is nothing to the purpoſe; and as ſuc 

enfe only we take it, uſing our own private judgment in rela- 

de. tion to the nen, but ſubmitting our reaſon to the infallible 

re. Spirit of God. A judge who fits upon the bench by the 

uh king's authority, to determine civil cauſes, is a fallible 


nan: but ſo far as he makes the law of the land the rule 
of his judgment, he is infallible. And we never attempt 
to perſuade you, that the teachers of our Charch are infal- 

lible, but ſo far only as they make the Scripture the rule 


ed of their judgment. Therefore, when you hear them re- 
ed feed upon as fallible men, do them ſo much juſtice as to 
y) aſk yourſelves the queſtion, whether they who make this 
ne objection are themſelves infallible? Is not the Author of 
ill an Appeal to the Common Senſe of all Chriftian Peeple, a fal- 
be lible man, when he tells you, in terms of human inven. 
t, tion, that God is one ſupreme intelligent Agent, or Perſon ? 
a- that the Holy Spirit is his firff Minifter ? that Chriſt did 
to really ſuffer in his higheſt capacity 9 ? that he is to be ho- 
e noured with Mediatorzal Norſbip? Doth he not deliver 


theſe doctrines as a fallible man? Yea verily, not only as 
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one who may be, but who actually i, deceived, if the 
Scripture is true. ; EE 


8 VII. As a farther encouragement to oppoſition, you are . | 
taught that any body may deny the Trinity upon Proteſtant 

| rinciples. And here give me leave to tell you, my friends, 

that there are ſome people who ſeem to think it is the pro- 

5 feſſion of a Proteſtant, not to believe but to deny; and that 


5 a man is no good Proteſtant, unleſs he diſputes every thing 
9 P. 571 


dat 


A LETTER To: rat 
that falls in his way. Had this been the true Ci 


as their pattern; whence the 


- .. pirit, our Saviour would probably have recommended it 

to his hearers, by ſetting a bear, or a tyger, or a fox, be. 
fore them, and propoſing theſe creatures às the beft ex. 
amples of it. Inflead of which, he ſhewed them what his 
followers ought to be, by preſenting to them alittle child 


| pie were to underſtand, 

tat as a little child receives the inſtruction of its parents, 
ings of a corrupted mind; 
gdom of heaven, that is, 
the doctrine of the Goſpel. This is a diſpoſition lovely in 


without any of the perverſe di 
ſo ought they to receive the 


the fight of God and men, and fo far from rend 


ering the 
» that none 


oſſeſſors of it more liable to be impoſed upon 
ut perſons of this temper” are able to diſcern the truth 


when it is offered, according to that expreſſion of Chriſt— 
1 thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thiu 
rom the wiſe and prudent, and baſt re- 
5. There would be more peace in the 
world than there is now, if men would but remember this; 

and there would be more wiſdom too: for none are ſo 
of the quickneſs of 
up with the opinion 
of their underſtanding every thing, that it is impoſſible to 


Baſt hid theſe thi 
wealed them unto 


blind as they who are always 
their own eye-ſight ; they are ſo fill 


make them underftand when they are miſtaken. 


But it may be dangerous to enlarge any farther upon 
be ſuſpected that I am leading 


this ſubject, leſt it ſhould 
you into Poper;.” 


falſe light, in which your 
liberty, as Protei:ants, is repreſented to you, and therefore 

I think it my duty to make you aware of it. No Pro- 
© teſtant (they ſay) can, confiſtently with acknowledging 
«« the Scripture as the only rule, charge you with the leaſt 

te preſumption, for bringing- decrees not found there to 
ve the teſt of a rational enquiry, .“ The decree here al- 
luded to is the doftrine of a Trinity in Unity. As to my- 
ſelf, my whole Book wears witueſo for me, that I thought 
it my own duty, and would have it alſo be your practice, 


There 1s, however, a very 


IP. G 


to bring this doctrine to the teſt of Scripture, as the only 


ſuf- 
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COMMON PROPLE 7 


fofficient rule in ſuch. a caſe, And I am perſuaded, no 
reaſonable Chriitian, will have any objection to your pro- 
ceedings, if you examine in the beſt manner you are able, 
whether the Catholic dodrine of the Trinity is found inthe. 
Scripture, or not. But we ſhall charge you juſtly with a. 
great deal of preſumption, if you undertake to compare it 
with Stripture as a decree not found in Scripture : for this is 
to beg the queſtion ; that is, to take it for granted that a 
decree. is falſe, and then compare it with the Scripture. 
to ſee whether it be true. If this is your method, you muſt 
vnavgidably conclude as your adviſers have done before 
you. | To prevent which, I recommend thoſe words of the- 
wiſe man—=He that an/wereth a matter, before he heareth 
it, it is folly, and ſhame unto bim. A Proteſtant who en- 
ters upon a mock enquiry with theſe prejudices and anti- 
tipations, is guilty of great injuſtice towards his Chriſ- 
an ee, — -is all the while putting a trick upon 
IMICIT, cs oy . 2 | : 8 | 
If you conſult thediſcourſe to the reader, prefixed to the 
Catholic Doctrine, you will ſee, toward the latter end of it, 
upon what grounds I have charged the learned Dr. Clarke, 
and his followers, with this unfair practice of bringing to 
tae Seripture that knowledge which they ought to receive 
from it. Perhaps you never heard any hiſtory of that 
Author, therefore I will tell you thus much of him: that 
he was a man greatly to be reſpected for his temper and 
ſcholarſhip ; but it happened, unfortunately. for his cha- 
racter as a Chriſtian, that he wrote a celebrated book upon 
the Being and Altributes (or perfections) of God; and hav- 
ing diſcovered, as he thought, by the force of his own wit, 
what God was and muſt be in all reſpects, he rejected the, 
Chriſtian doctrine of the Trinity; and to put the beſt face 
he could upon his Unbelief, ſpent much of the remainder 
of his life in writing ambiguous comments, and finding 
various readings, that is, in picking holes in the Bible. 
The Author of an Appeal to the Common Sen/e of all Chriſ- 
lian People, calls him, the immortal Dr. Clarke , and has 
borrowed from him the ſubſtance of that whole book, 


2 Prov. xiv. 3. R 4 Prefaces 


which 
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which was the worſt thing he ever wrote in his life. The 
glittering characters of great, learned, and immortal; are 
frequently throw n out with an intention to dazale the eyes 
of common readers; and chiefly by thoſe writers who are 
moſt forward to accuſe us of an implicit obedience to human 
authority, and the decrees of fall:ble and intereſted men. But 
if you leave the faith and hope of a Chriſtian, your loſs 
will beequally great, whether you are tempted: to it by the 
Pope of Rome, or by the immortal Dr. Samuel Clarke. 


VIII. Now we are upon the ſubje& of human charac. 
ters, I will propoſe to you, on the other hand; thoſe . 
learned and godly Martyrs, who were concerned in re- 

forming the Church of England from the errors of Popery. 

If the doctrine of the Trinity is ſo contrary to the Scrip- 
ture, as our adverſaries would have yon believe, how did 
it happen that theſe men, who were certainly endued with 

all the advantages and ornaments of human learning, and 
had the Bible — in their hands, that they tranſlated 
every word of it into the Engliſh tongue; ſuffered this 
doctrine of the Trinity to ſtand unreformed ? I will ſhew 

you how the Arian, endeavoured to ſolve this difficulty, 
which is indeed à very great one. They ſay, ** it may 
« fairly be preſumed, that as they were juſt come out of 
te the groſs corruptions of Popery,. they did not fee the : 
„ whole truth as it is in Jeſus “ So that notwithſtand- 
£245; ng their reſolution to reform, yet Popery hung about them 
_ fill, and thex did not reform /o much as they ought to have 

done. But if you are to be guided by preſumptions, you 
will ſoon diſcover, that the fairer preſumption: is on the 

other ſide, when the nature-of men and things upon ſuch 
occaſions is rightly conſidered. When tares, growing 
amongſt wheat, are to be plucked up, there · ĩs not nearly 7 
| fo much danger that any tares ſhould be left behind, as that 
ſome of the wheat ſhould be plucked up along with them. 
If you have acrooked ſtick in your hand, and would make 
it ſtraight, the firſt ſtep you take is to bend it tuo much the 
contrary way; after which it may come to be night at laſt. 


| ©: 


Juſt ſo it happens, chat if mankind are offended: with any 
| thing, and ſenſible of a paſt error, they are apt to fly from 


judice, if they have any, is not gor, but againſt, what they 
are correcting. Inſtead of doing too little, they are in 


they ſet about: whence it is moſt naturally to be inferre 


were not then inclined to act in favour of Popery. A ſpi- 
it of Reformation is an excellent thing; and I wiſh to 
God it abounded amongſt us more than it does, provided 
it would. exert its force againſt thoſe real corruptions, 
which are but too viſible to all ſerious members of the 


of contradiQtion. Which things being conſidered, I would 
adviſe you not to be influenced by any preſumptive reflec- 


doctrine of the Trinity, as now expreſſed in our Creeds 
and Offices, is'an unreformed article of Popery. © 


of popery, and find it ſo: convenient at every turn, that 
they are determined to make. papitts of us at any rate; 
therefore they aſſure you, in words not fit for a Chriſtian 
to repeat, that the church of Nome had as good a right 
% to impoſe the worſhip of angels, and the Virgin Mary, 
e upon the conſciences of men, as the church of England 
© had to impoſe the worſhip of the Holy Spirit as God, 
* and of Three Perſons as one God 5.” The papiſts, 
without queſtion, will thank them for putting the worſhip 
of the Virgin Mary upon a level with that of the Holy 
Spirit. But this reſpect being paid to the papiſts at our 


the merits of this affair. 
SP, 123. | 
1 


3 


The 


" 1 N , * 4 £ - O g Y 9 5 1 7 WF" 5 * I”;  —_ 
we ht” 9 My N 8 17 EIS : £ 8 * | x 7 I p RFA 5 e N 42 bas 
* 6 | n * 5 Z n * k dt * WOE 1 7 * 8 . 5 „ "i * W : dg he. = 
* tax; N * ; ' I b 6 Var 4 7 933 - $ n l a 9 * 4 L * 
= > Tc * f * 9 1 4 7 * 8 # 2 EINE "3 A % : —_” 3s 3 * AT op +1 a — — — 2 * <: 3 RS 
8 . 2 8 ts * 2 8 8 F 5 EI — * 2 8 J J * 2 * * -# 1 - 2 * 7 * 3 * * —＋ ” as? % 4 Fg 8 
* 4 — * 2 n 14 2 N 4 1 * SSR Ee RR 3 
25 . . F 2 5 © : N 8 2. 9 . 8 1 * c ]˙ 0 RE REEF 
* % 4 1 : "x * al << by 4 — , "3 + 4" * : * a S I. v8. . 
4 7 * 4 * 1 4 ; x * of 4 SS 5 7 1 i % e 7 5 7 7 
+. * 2 7 Y * 0 * SIE *&% 9 4 ” x 4 - * 1 * — 4. er A, 
® - 
9 


9 a "2 . 5 . 2 : a 1 
gy — - % - = 5 
: > 1 

. 4 - - Ry 3 . 

ka 1 7 * 8 . 7 . 2 

.: ” 1 1 i 
1 * 9 1 Lo - « 4 . 
. ou B ' — ” d 5 * . 5 h . ＋ 
if P ; . 9 5 2 
7 : 3 $ 


danger of being in ſuch a heat as to over Xo every thing 


that our Divines, who reformed the errors of Popery, 5 


tions upon the judgment of our firſt 'Reformers, till the 
Arians are able to prove, by ſome dired evidence, that the 


IX. Oer adverſaries lay ſo great aſtreſs upon this charge 


expence, -it is proper vou ſhould be made acquainted with 


it with ſuch an undiſtinguiſhing averſion, as to fall, before 
they are aware, into the contrary extreme: and their pre- 


Church of England; but unleſs it is tempered with great 
wiſdom and caution, it degenerates naturally into a ſpirit 
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The papiſts do not pretend to juſtify their worſhip of 
the bleſſed Virgin by any precept or example of the Scrip. 
-; tare; but tell you, in ſome fabulous legends, what hea- 
venly favours have been granted to her worſhippers ; that 
ignorant people may be encouraged to the like idolatry, 
But where will the Hrians find any ſuch ftories impoſed 
by the church of England, to juftify the. worſhip of the 
Holy Ghoſt? J 
If you aſk the papiſts how they can prove that we ought 
to worſhip the bleſſed Virgin, the beſt argument they can 
alledge, is the practice and infallibility of their own Ro- 
man catholic church: but do we ever attempt to quiet your 
ſeruples with any pretenſions to e wa: 5A or 
- perſonal infalliblny? ? „„ 
Let us paſs at length to the Scripture itſelf, which will 
ſhew you how dangerous it is for unlearned and well- 
meaning people to truſt themſelves in the hands of an 
Arian reaſoner. TE e 
Doth the Scripture, in any chapter or verſe of it, call 
the bodies of Chriſtian people the Temple of the Virgin 
Mary? But the apoſtle St. Paul ſaith —— Know ye not 
. that your body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt ® ? And 
What is the uſe of a temple? Is it not an houſe of prayer, 
- praiſe, and facrifice ? He that has a temple muſt be en- 
titled to divine honours in it; or we ſhall be guilty of 
idolatry when we worſhip him in his own temple; which is 
abſurd. The apoſtle himſelf makes this practical infe- 
© rence in the words which immediately follow —— There- 
Pore glorify God in your body. And if the word G in this 
place denotes an object of worſhip excluſive of the. Holy 
Spirit, (as our adverſaries are obliged to ſuppoſe, or give 
up the point) then it will follow, that the Temple belongs 
to one Being, and the glory and worſhip to another; which 
is one of thoſe many ſtrange things you are bound to be- 
lieve, before you can be of the Arian opinion“. 
Can you find it any where written in the Scripture, that 
the angels of heaven worſhipped the Virgin Mary? Read 
s See Cath. Doc. Chap. ii. Art. 10. 7 You may ſee the Author 


of the Appeal driven to this abſurdity, and endeayouring ſeriouſly to 
uphold it, if you conſult his book, p. 61, 62. | 2 he” 
| | N | . 
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the ſixth chapter of the prophet Jaiab, in which the Sra- 
phim aſcribe Glory to that Lord of Hefte who ſpake the fol- 

lowing words to the prophet —— Go, and tell this people, 
bear ye indeed, but underſtand not, &c. Now St. Paul © 
teaches us, in the laſt chapter of the Ads, that theſe - 
words were ſpoken by the Holy Ghoſt. So that when we 

ſay, Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
« the HOLY GHOST,” we have the example of the 
ſeraphim in heaven for this way of worſhip ;;a conſidera- 
tion which will, make us eaſy under all the oppoſition it 


0 1 * 


meets with here below. in the world *,  _ Fs 
When you have reflected upon theſe things, then you 
may aſk yourſelves the queſtion, Whether Chriſtians who , 
are born of God are any where ſaid to be born of the Vir- 
gin Mary? Whether the Apoſtles, who were called of God 
to the miniſtry of the Goſpel, were called of the Virgin 
Mary? Whether the Virgin Mary can be zempted and 
blaſpbemed by ſinners? Whether ſhe conferred divine u- 
/iratien_upon the prophets of the Old, or the apoſtles of 
the New Meſtament ? Whether we are baptized in the 
NAME, that is, into the religion and wworſ57p of the Vir- 
gin Mary? But all theſe things, and many more, are 
true of the Holy Spirit; who dwelling. in our body as in 
his own temple, is therein to be ſerved and glorified ; and 
being alſo worſhipped and glorified, together with the 
Father and the Son, by the angels of heaven, I think we 
have a better right to worſhip him here upon earth, than 
the papiſts have to worſhip the Virgin Mary, , 
Our adverſaries would perſuade you we have fo little to 
ſay upon this ſubje& from the Scripture, that it is a great 
favour in them not to triumph over us, and in ſult us for itꝰ. 
As if it were no inſult upon the Church of England to ſup- 
poſe her worſhip as groundleſs as the idolatry of the pa- 
% —“?—r 4 
The Argument drawn from the words of Jaiab with 
thoſe of St. Paul is very plain, and very cloſe: „The 
Lord of Hoſts, whom the ſeraphim glorified, ſpake 


b See Cath, Dog. Chap, III. Art. xix. 9 See Appeal, p. 104. note. 
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ee thoſe words which were-ſpoken by the Holy Gbog;: 
s whom 


* therefore the Holy Ghoſt is the Lord of Hoſts wh 
. ee glorified.” . Yet the author of the Appeal 
declares, that Molbing can be more fallacious thay this a of 


reaſoring,: and. that he could in the ſame manner _concluds i 4 


| 4/aiah is the Lord, becauſe the · words of the Lord (I , 


Rom. x. 20. Where. the apoſtle thus introdutes them 


| Bui Eſaias'is very bold, and ſaith, I was found'of them that 


Sought.me not. + This author, I believe, is. the firſt Chriſ- 
tian who did ever ſuppoſe, that the apoſtle applied the 
words in this verſe te the perſon: of E/2ias ; or thoſe in-the 

preceding to the perſon of Mofes. -- This, however, is not 
Worth infiſting upon, becauſe he has miſtaken the nature 


of the argument. '-The- force-of it lies here; that the 


| A the words above- mentioned, as they ſtand: in 
he prophet Haiab, is called by. the name of -the Lord of 


Heft, was glorified by angels, ſeated upon the throne of 
1 40 ſent Frum: 85 by his ons authority ; and 
this ſpeaker, as St. Paul informs us, was the Holy. Ghoſt. 
If the Scripture doth, any. where aſſert that Iſaiab pak 
under the {ame name, and with the ſame circumſtances, 

then we ſhall be ready to allow that the caſes are parallel; 


and will e Had the objector expreſſed 


himſelf clearly, his meaning would have appeared to be 
this: that becauſe God ſpeaks by a prophet, and ſpeaks alſo 
by tis Holy Spirit, as much may be inferred in honour of 
Phet, he ſpeaks by another; when he ſpeaks by his Spirit, 
| ke ſpeaks by him/elf. He reconciled. the world by Jeſus 
Cbriſt, but not as by another; for God aua in Chrift re- 
conciling the world to himſelf. So when he ſpeaks by his 
Spirit, he ſpeaks by himſelf; as truly as a man utters. bis 


one as of the other. But when God ſpeaks by a pfo-_ 


voice by the ſpirit or breath of his own mouth; or ſearch - 


wy 


[ am not afraid to infift upon this compariſon, becauſe I 
borraw it from St. Paul; and it demonſtrates ſuch. an 
unity between God and the Spirit of God, as Chriſhaus 


7 his own thoughts by the operation of his own mind: 


1 LE - 4 P. 63. 


Leh „ 


 Juind of ther! that fought me not)" arc_applied-to: Ypiah, 
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4 believe, and Arians do not; nor do they attempt to get 


' over it by any ſolution T have yet ſeen, which will not | 
alſo prove that a man and his-ſpirit muſt be two different 
| beings ; or that we may correct an Apoſtles argument | 


* till it R with our own opinion. In this manner | 

23 reaſons the author of the Appeal, The Spirit is repreſented | 
4 #s a Perfon who ſearcheth the deep things of God, and conſe- "5 

. quently be cannot be C,. But if he cannot be God, be- | 
175 cauſe he ſearchethe the- things of God; then the ſpirit of a | 
"4 man cannot be man, becauſe it knoweth S of a 
ja man. But obſerve:how he proceeds: No man, ſays he, | 
* an know, or make knqwn to others the thoughts of a a { 


LL reg „ but either the man himſelf, or be to aubomſoc ber 
ihe man aui diſcover tbem. In which words the pre- 
miſes are-manifellly changed. The Apoſtle ſaith,  whar 
man hnoweth the things of a man, but the /pirit of man which 
is in Him; that is, the man himſelf; but-the author of the 
Appeal-ſays, - either the man bim/elf, or ome other. ©. The 
Scripture itſelf. gives us the Catholic concluſion ;- this al- 
teration of the Scripture will admit of the Arian concluſion. 
From St. Paul's compariſon, the Spirit is God himſelf; 


from” this author's, he is eitber God himſelf, or ſome 


K. In a book lately publiſhed againſt the Articles of Re. 
ligion, under the title of: The Confeffional, I have met with 
a new objection to our way: of worſhip ;. which, as it can 


4 | deceive none but common readers, I ſhall preſent you LB l 
ſus with it in this place. The Athanafian- Creed ſays;!” 
Nn as the author of this work obſerves, ** that in ALL ” 


THINGS the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unit: 

Ib td be-worſhipped s. Then-he-aſks, ** Is-this the caſe 
rein ALL our forms of worſhip? Turn back to the Li- 771M 
* tany” (that is, turn forward,” the Litany. ſtands after ; +. 
the Atbanaſſan Creed) and you will ſee three diſtin&. | i [08 
*<--;zryocations of the, three Perſons, to each of whom the EZ 
de cerm God is aſſigned, implying a ſufficiency in each, in 
de kis perſonal capacity, to hear and grant the petition.“ 
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Ibis, he aſſures you, is a remarkable and notorious dvi : 


tc 

rien from the Aihangſſan maxim; and that others might Wl 

, | DE given is great %% ſo 
By an Atbanaſfan, he means a Chriftian maxim; but 

aualls it Abanaſian, that your faith may ſeem to fdnd in the te 

du dom of men: and our deviation from this maxim is WI in 

——- evident to him, from the three diflin@ invocations in the br 


beginning of the Litany. But if you look into the Litany te 

' Itſelf, you will diſcover, that theſe three invocations are ce 
followed by a fourth, addreſſed to the Holy, bleſſed, and in 
5e glorious Trinity, three Perſons and ONE, GOD.“ In de 
the three former petitions, the Unity 7» Trinity; in the 
fourth, the Trinity in Unity is worſhipped. Fut of this 


n 


fourth he takes no notice; and then accuſes the Church mz 

of a remarkable and notorious deviation from her own max- £7 

ims; whereas he ought to have taken the vho/e addreſs WM tri! 

together, and then have urged his exceptions, if any ſuch oö. 

could have been reaſonably made againſt it. To take one do- 

portion of any form, abſtracted from another which com- cor 

pletes it, and then charge his brethren with defects and ane 
contradictions of his own making, is agreeable neither to the 

ſound criticiſm, nor indeed to common equity. Such a he 

practice as this will convict even the Scripture itſelf of alt 

atheiſm : for if you leave out the words — 7e fool hath par 

aid in his heart, there will remain the naked afſertion—— WM iho 

there is no God, Or it might be proved from the Goſpel, as 

as J once heard it attempted by an excommunicated in- 1 

_ fidel, that the Old Teſtament is now to be utterly con- ad: 

demned and laid afide, becauſe it is ſaid —— Hang all fav 

| the law and the prophets. But if the ſentence be taken in Wl giv 
= that form in which the Scripture hath given it, the ſenſe is the 
4 entirely altered; and ſo it happens with the objection tau 
lately diſcovered by the author of the Confeffonal. His mai 

= : brethren, as you have ſeen, accuſe us of believing in Ad 
= Three Gods ; and he mocks at our worſhip, as if it could mu 
= be reconciled with no other principle. i 72 
ä * I bf. 
xl. But it is ſaid farther; tat the doctrine of the Tri. er 


nity is an ofex/ive doctrine *, which has done infinite miſchief 


to 


1 


— 


4 P. 66. of the Appeal. 
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ſo long as we hold 


, ; 


indifferent, and for the ſake, of thoſe. who have not yet 


cence. But if we once quit our moorings, to launch out 
into the bdundleſs ocean of worldly Policy, miſcalled Mo. 


rewarded with ſhame and diſappointment, and ſhall alſo: 
make ſhipwreck of our own fait. = 


trines of the Trinity and Incarnation prevent the conver»: 
hon of Mabometans, Jews, and (Pagans. And the ſame: 
doctrines hinder our Arians and Sociniant too from being 
converted: the true character of the Chriſtian Saviour, 
and the true object of Chriſtian worſhip, being ſo eſſential to 


he agrees: with Chriſtians in theſe articles. Were weita- 
alter the Chriſtian faith into what Jews, Turks; and Pa- 


ſhould: be agreed; that is, we ſhould ceaſe to be Chriſtians 
as welt as they. ES Ee Wor og SEP VVV 2 4 
If-this reaſoning is of any force in one caſe, it muſt be 
admitted in others. The Trinity, they ſay, is fo offen- 


them a liberty of having ſeveral wives; but Chriſf hath 
taught us, that God in the beginning made them male and fe- 


Adam had. Of this doctrine I may therefore ſay, with as 


of Mahometans, ſo long as it keeps its place in the goſpel 
of Chriſt, -- If an Arian or Socinian were to preach in the 
| . 33. Thide e 
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PEOPLE. 5 
to the cauſe.of Chriſt's religion, and that it is in vain to 
expect the conver fion 75 Jeu, Mahometans, and Heathens , 

dt s doctrine neceſſary to ſalvation. 8 
On ſuch occaſions as this, the Goſpel, I fear, will conn-- 
tenance but a very ſmall degree of compliance. In matters 
broken the bond of peace and Chriſtian unity, every, con- 
teſſion ought to be made that can be made with inno- 


deration, in ſearch: of proſelytes, whoſe pride, pleiſure,.. 
and merit it is, not to he found and converted, we ſhall be 


e „ 
The Socinians objected it to us long ago, that the doc- | 


the Goſpel, that-no man is to be accounted a convert, till 
gans believe, then we ſhould gain them all; for then we 
five to the Turks, that we ſhall never gain them till it is 
given up. No: nor then neither. For Mahomet gave 
nale, and that a Chriſtian muſt have no more wives than E 


much reaſon-as the 4riansdo of the Trinity, that it has dne 
infinite miſchief, and that we can never expect the converfion 
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ſtreets of Conflantimople, inſiſting pro rly upon FL tac. 


mine, he would make no converts: for the Turk will as 


ſoon be perſuaded to worſhip the Trinity in Unity, or 
even three different Gods, as ſubmit to have no more than 
ene wife. And this may ſerve to ſhew the weakneſs and 
abſurdity of ſuch popular arguments; to which, I appre- 
hend, our diſputants againſt the Church would not apply 
themſelves ſo very often, could they depend ſafely upon 
better topics. If the preſent faith and worſhip of the 
Church are againſt the Scripture, that is enough; and we 
ſhall want no other arguments to perſuade us out of them. 
But if they are not, I leave you to judge, my friends, 
whether we ought to forſake them out of civility to the 
Turks, who pray five times a day that they may never be- 
come Chriſtians. ' 8 JJ 
But there are Papiſs in the world who have ſouls to be 
ſaved as well as the Turks; and what would they think 
of us, if we ſhould gratify Jews, Heathens, and Maho- 
metans, by denying the Trinity? They ,have always 
been ſound in the belief of this doctrine; and we could 
never hope to recover any proſelytes from the errors of 
Popery ; but, on the contrary, ſhould make the- religion 


of Proteſtants more odious than ever, if, under the name 


of reformation, we were to root up the foundations of the 
Goipel. You have heard, perhaps, that they have called 
us Heretics for theſe two hundred years paſt; and very 
falſely : but if we ſhould abjure the Chriſtian Trinity, 
we ſhould no longer have the name. for nothing ; but 
ſhould be guilty of adding that truth to the accuſation, 
of which they would not fail to make their advantage. 
And, laſtly, the far greateſt part of Proteſtants would 
Z : Tos 
Theſe things being conſidered, we are brought at length 
to the following iſſue: that to pleaſe ſome, we muſt part 
with the doctrine of the Trinity; and to pleaſe others, we 


| muſt keep. it. Which may ſhew plainly enough what [ 


have had in view from the beginning of this Epiſtle, that 


merely popular arguments are of no uſe towards ſettling 


points of ſcriptural doctrine ; but may be turned this way 
or that, as the manager finds it moſt convenient. Diſ- 
| e cretion 
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cretion and charity are indeed to be conſulted by ever 
Chriſtian, ' and on every ſubject; but a writer who has a 
good cauſe to maintain, and knows where its proper 
ftrength lies, will not go out of his way to amuſe people 
with what is nothing to the purpoſe. Whereas, if a cauſe 

is not ſo ſtrong as it ſhould be, popular conſiderations ſerve 
to put the reader into an heat; and when a man's paſ- 
fions are up, he will hear no reaſon on one fide, and re- 
quires none on the other. : ; 


"i 


; © 
* 
* 


XII. There is one more of their inſinuations, which is | 
the laſt I ſhall make any remarks upon at preſent ; and it 2 
is this, viz. that ** there are ſeveral Clergymen of the . 
«« Church of England, who groan under the weight of 
«« the Atbanaſian forms and worſhip, that would be very 
10 glad of your aſſiſtance to be delivered from ſo great a 
„burden upon their conſciences ©.** For the credit of the 
Church of England, I hope there are not many ſuch : but 
if any Clergymen ſhould be ſo miſtaken as to imagine, 
that a contempt for any of the Chriftian doctrines is an ar- 
gument of their ſuperior ſenſe and learning, they are more 
truly the objects of Pity, than of Envy or Imitation: and 
your Arian counſellors, who are ſo forward to caution 
you againſt human authority, will give me leave to adviſe 
you not to depend upon human example. An error is ſtill 
an error though it reſides in a Clergyman; and inſtead of 
being thereby ſanctified, is only more deformed and dan- 
gerous than it was before. A profane oath; or a curſe, 
would ſound the more horrible, if a Biſhop were to have 
the uttering of it. A toad is an hideous creature in every 
ſituation ; but is never ſo much abhorred as when it creeps 
into the beſt room of the houſe. The miniſters of Chriſt 
are the /alt of the earth and if this ſalt have loft its ſavour, 
awherewith ſball it be ſeaſoned ? | 808 

The Scripture will teach you, that the worſhip of the 
Golden Calf was a grievous fin, though Aaron, who was 
2 Clergyman, had the making of it. And there was a 
ume, when the whole body of the Clergy, I mean the 
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JJC. SR ee rMELESTTT 
_ Jewiſh, determined Chriſi himſelf to be a blaſphemer and 
deceiver, and were inſtant with loud voices requifitg that 
+> © Thoſe Clergymen; who, like Dr. Clarke and his fol. 
lower, the author ef the Appeal, do by their o.•mn con- 11 
fſeſſion believe zwvo different God, while they falſely accuſe t 
As of believing Three, would undoũubtedly be very glad th 
to be well rid of à Trinity in Unity ; as the Furks were, K 
when they took the religion of Mabemet into the place of 
it. And if they ſhould at length prevail, by dint of po- 1 
pular clathour and importunity, of which ſome wonder- th 
ul effects have been ſeen in this kingdom, the Turks, ſr 
and the Jews too, would congratulate them upon their de 
victory; and ſo would every determined Deiſt and Atheiſt pi 
in the nation: Vet, after all, none of them would wor- h; 
- ſhip* that imagined inferior Deity, whom this author th 
would perſuade you to worſhip. - -Þ -©2_ ++ 4 fo 
I believe it alſo to be very true, that they would, as yo 
their advocate tells you, be very glad of your affiftance, at 
And I have been conſidering with myſelf in what form it. 
and manner your aſſiſtance can be adminiſtered. They 
can hardly mean, that you ſhould aſſiſt them with the 
pen, and write books upon Reformation ; for very few 
amongſt j ou are ſcholars: nor with the tongue, for you 
are no orators. And I Know not how you can aſlſiſt 
them otherwiſe, except it be with fire and ſword, 8 
the reforming Clergy were aſſiſted in the laſt century, 
when loyalty was malignity, and epiſcopacy was anti- 
chriſtianity, and the moſt miſerable oppreſſion and ſlave 
of two thirds of the people, was celebrated as a ſtate of 
Chriſtian liberty to the prevailing part. 
We know, but too well, that the Goſpel, with all its 
doctrines, is an inſupportable burden to thoſe who do not 
believe it: and ſo is the law of the land to thoſe who do 
not like to be under the reſtraint of it. Some men are 
fond of liberty in one ſhape, and ſome in another. Some 
* think as they pleaſe; and others act as they pleaſe. 
This latter ſort of people, many of whom are groaning 
under the” weight of political forms, would alſo be very 
glad of your affiſtance toward amending the conſtitution, 
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od and reſtoring gentlemen to that ſtate of freedom, in 
hat which they might follow their conſciences without an 
danger. And, perhaps, they would not obje& to your 

ol. Wl afiiftance as unwarrantable in the ſacred cauſe'of liberty, 

n- WH though you ſhould accompliſh their purpoſes by pplling 3 
uſe the magiſtrate from his chair, the judge from his bench, _ 23 
lad the two houſes of parliament from their ſeats, and the 
re, King from his throne. © EEE | 5: 

of Theſe are the proſpects I have before my eyes, when 

20- J hear Deiſts and Socinians haranguing the public upon 

er- the ſubjects of Conſcience and Impoſition: which pro- 

cs, ſpects having been once realized in this Church and King- 

eir dom, cannot be deemed altogether chimerical. Such po- 

eiſt pular reaſonings as I have now been contending with, | 
or- have already produced the moſt fatal conſequences, to 5 
or the triumph of the Papiſts, and the ſcandal of the Re- ; 
£ formation: they have deceived you once: and unleſs 


you are upon your guard, they will deceive. you again: 
and the Iaft error ſhall be worſe than the firſt; worſe in 
itſelf, and worſe in its conſequences. It pleaſed G 
to deliver the Church from its captivity under the Puri- 
tans, and the people from their infatuation : but if ex- 
periments, when they have been tried, leave us no wiſer, 
or, perhaps, not ic wiſe as they found us, it is much 
to be queſtioned whether we ſhall again meet with the 
like indulgence :/at leaft, it will be ſafeſt always to bear 
in mind that courſe of divine Providence in a fimilar in- 
ftance, propoſed as a warning to all Chriſtians by the 
apoſtle St. Jude, How that the Lord having ſaved the 
people out of the land of Egypt, afterwards deſtreyed them 4 
that believed not. © 2 ö 
Thoſe authors who would ftir you up to ſtditious mo- | 
tions, miake you ſo many fair ſpeeches, and lay claim 


to ſo much candor and charity, that you may eaſtly 1 

miſtake them for your beſt friends. But I muſt now 3 

leave you to judge for yourſelves, whether a writer, [#4 

who lies ſculking in the dark, under a nameleſs title- b 

page, can really love you better than one, who is not 1 

afraid to ſubſcribe his name at length to what he has * 
| | | " | written, - 
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